


Consultation on further changes to Sexual Entertainment Venue Licensing policy
Background
In March the authority consulted on proposed changes to its Sexual Entertainment Venue Licensing policy.  The outcome of this consultation was considered by the authority’s Cabinet in September.  Following the September Cabinet meeting, and considering the consultation feedback, further proposed changes to the policy have been proposed that is the subject of this further consultation.
	About You

Name (optional): _______________________________________

Which best describes the capacity in which you are responding to this consultation (required):

 A councillor/committee
 A Member of Parliament 
 A resident of Cheltenham
 A resident not of Cheltenham
 A performer
 A sexual entertainment venue operator/licensee 
 A customer of sexual entertainment venues in Cheltenham
 A licence holder (bars, clubs etc)
 A non-licensed/other business in Cheltenham
 A statutory body (police, OPCC, council departments, NHS etc.)
 An advocacy or other group/organisation that promotes equality or other social issues/values (i.e. VAWG, gender equality etc.)
 A support service/organisation (commissioned or otherwise) 
 A religious organisation, group or body 
 Other not specified (please specify): _______________________________________



Proposed changes
“Permitted Area”
In deciding the appropriate number of premises to be licensed, the authority must consider the character of the relevant locality and what is the appropriate number of SEVs for the relevant locality. The number can be ‘nil’.
The authority’s existing licensing policy sets two relevant localities: 
a. An adopted “Designated Permitted Area” (page 11) where the policy sets no limit on the number of licensed SEVs; and  
b. The rest of the borough where the policy sets a nil limit. 
This consultation sets out changes to the “Designated Permitted Area”.  It is proposed that the “Designated Permitted Area” be defined as the adopted Purple Flag accredited area.
Purple Flag is an externally assessed accreditation for town and city centres that have safe, welcoming, and well-managed nightlife and evening economies. 
In proposing to change the “Designated Permitted Area”, the authority recognises that the Purple Flag accredited area:
1. Is recognised as the borough’s evening and night-time area;
2. Offers a more varied situation in as much as it has a much wider mix on offer, particularly in the night-time economy and it may therefore be appropriate to consider applications for SEVs in the area;
3. Provides further options for venue locality that adhere to avoiding ‘sensitive locations’ within the policy 
4. Is externally assessed as safe, accessible and generally well managed; and
5. Is an area that is already subject to high levels of regulation, monitoring and enforcement.
Furthermore, the proposed amended Designated Permitted Area will provide greater opportunity for licensed operators to carefully consider the location of their venues so to not offend locations/premises or uses deemed sensitive as outlined in the policy (“Location of Premises” below).  
	Question: Do you agree, or disagree, with the proposed changes to the "Designated Permitted Area"? (required)

 Agree
 Disagree

Please provide any further comments you wish to make in relation to your answer. (optional)














Location of Premises
In considering if the grant, renewal or variation of the licence would be inappropriate, having regard to the character of the relevant locality or to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put, the authority will consider whether the grant of the application would be appropriate, having regard to a number of specific criteria. 
The current policy’s list of considerations can be found under paragraph 12.4 of the existing policy.
We are proposing to make some changes to the list of relevant considerations.  These proposed changes are highlighted below (bold and underlined).  
These proposed changes seek to address issues and considerations raised by both operators and objectors since the last policy review that the authority deems necessary to reflect and promote the overall policy and legislative aims.
· The fact that the premises are sited in a residential area 
· Whether the premises are sited near shops used by or directed at families or children, or on frontages frequently passed by the same
· Whether the premises are sited near properties which are sensitive by virtue of their use during operating hours, deemed to be so by the authority, on a case-by-case basis and with particular reference to protective characteristics where these are known by the authority:

· age
· disability
· gender reassignment
· marriage and civil partnership
· pregnancy and maternity
· race
· religion or belief
· sex
· sexual orientation
· Whether the premises are sited near premises or areas which are sensitive because they are frequented by children, young persons or families
· The characteristics of any adjoining localities
· Any existing licensing permissions held for the premises other than sexual entertainment;
· The proximity of other licensed premises in the surrounding area and the terms of those licences;
· Any existing planning or regeneration policy/plan/strategies relevant to the area;
· History of complaints relevant to the premises;
· Whether, as a direct consequence of the grant, renewal or variation of the licence, any other premises will be required to change their operating hours.

	Question: Do you agree, or disagree, with the proposed changes to the relevant considerations? (required)

 Agree
 Disagree

Please provide any further comments you wish to make in relation to your answer. (optional)


















