
Appendix B 
 

Sequential Test Process 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify Site 

Asses fluvial flood risk (refer 
to flood Zone maps) 

Is site in an area at 
low risk of flooding 

(Flood Zone 1)? 

Is there an alternative site in 
an area of low risk of flooding 

(Flood Zone 1)? 

Is the site in an area of  
medium risk of flooding 

(Flood Zone 2)? 

Is there an alternative site in 
an area of  

medium risk of flooding 
(Flood Zone 2)? 

Does the site lie in the 
Functional Floodplain 

 (Zone 3b)? 

Will the proposed 
development type(s) be 
acceptable in this Flood 

Zone (Refer to Table D3 of 
PPS25) 

Are parts a) and b) of 
the Exception Test 

satisfied? 

Is the site at risk from other 
sources of flooding, historic 
flooding or at residual risk? 

(see SFRA maps) 

Undertake FRA to confirm suitability of development 

 
This should include an assessment of flood risk from all sources, mitigation requirements and the impact of the 

development on flood risk elsewhere. The assessment should consider the future impacts of climate change and 
should demonstrate the use of SUDs within the proposed site drainage.  

Is the risk of flooding from 
other sources likely to result in 

major constraints/risks in 
developing the site? 

 
(Liaise with LPA, LDO and EA 
to determine the significance of 

the risks) 

Detailed modelling 
required to confirm Flood 

Zone extent.  
 

Once completed, re-start 
ST process. 

ST 
Passed 

Consider 
alternative 

site 

ST Passed 
 

Other sources of flooding and its 
subsequent management will require 
careful consideration during master 
planning of the site and betterment 

should be sought. 

Is the site ≥ 1ha or 
within a key urban 

area? 

 
Will the proposed 

development have a 
surface water 

drainage outfall 
connecting to a 

sewer adopted by 
the local water 

authority? 

Refer to EA Standing 
advice for Minor 

Development & contact 
Local Authority Drainage 
Department & Planning 
Authority to discuss the 
application of SUDs into 

the development. 

Is there an 
unmapped 

watercourse within 
site itself or within 

20m of site 
boundary? 

Is the site at risk of flooding 
from other sources / historic 
flooding / residual risk from 

culvert blockage &/or 
defence breach or 

overtopping?  

Detailed modelling required to 
confirm Flood Zone extent.  

 
Once completed, re-start ST 

process. 

Is there an alternative site in 
Flood Zone 3a? 

Is alternative site 
less suitable, taking 
into account other 
planning issues? 

Is the site at risk 
of flooding from 
other sources, 

historic flooding 
or residual risk?  
(refer to SFRA 

maps) 

Consider 
alternative 

site 

Is the risk of flooding 
from other sources likely 

to result in major 
constraints/risks in 

developing the site? 
(Liaise with LPA, LDO 

and EA to determine the 
significance of the risks) 

Consider 
alternative 

site 

ST 
Passed 

Is the risk of flooding from 
other sources likely to result 
in major constraints/risks in 

developing the site? 
 

(Liaise with LPA, LDO and 
EA to determine the 

significance of the risks) 

ST Passed 

 
Other sources of flooding and its 

subsequent management will require 
careful consideration during master 
planning of the site and betterment 

should be sought. 

Is there an unmapped 
watercourse within site 
itself or within 20m of 

site boundary? 

Consider site details and flood risk 
management requirements.  

 
Is the proposed site likely to be safe 
& appropriate? (refer to SFRA flood 

hazard maps & climate change 
maps) 

Are parts a) 
and b) of the 
Exception 

Test satisfied? 

Revise proposed 
development 
type or find 

another 
allocation site 

YES YES 

NO 

NO 

YES NO NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

ST Passed 
 

Other sources of flooding and its 
subsequent management will require 
careful consideration during master 
planning of the site and betterment 

should be sought. 

No 

NO 

POSSIBLY 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

Consider 
alternative 

site 

POSSIBLY 

NO 

NO 

Consider 
alternative 

site 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 


