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Dear  Inspector  Burden,  
Thank  you  for  the  invita8on  to  respond  to  the  important  ques8ons  you  have  raised  in  rela8on  to  
the  Cheltenham  Plan  examina8on.    There  are  two  ques8ons  that  we  can  add  addi8onal  evidence  
and  brief  comment.  

  MaCer  3      Q  6    Is  there  adequate  jus8fica8on  for  the  si8ng  of  a  school  within  the  Leckhampton  
alloca8on  (MD5)?  

• The  present  loca8on  of  the  secondary  school  does  not  make  best  use  of  the  highway  network  to  
the  South  of  Cheltenham,  and  it  will  discourage  walking  and  cycling  with  the  dangers  of  traffic  
conges8on  and  air  pollu8on  on  the  Shurdington  Road.    

• This  transport  work  is  being  undertaken  by  Cotswold  Transport,  this  was  in  response  to  the  one  
amendment  to  the  Cheltenham  Plan  made  by  the  members  of  the  CBC  in  December  2017,  the  
results  of  the  paramics  model  and  the  parameters  used  would  be  very  helpful  in  answering  this  
ques8on.  

• Mixing  commuter  traffic  with  school  traffic  will  undoubtably  add  to  the  present  severe  traffic  
conges8on  [Ref.  10]  on  the  Shurdington  Road,  the  Cheltenham  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  real  
concerns  on  the  impact  to  the  local  economy,  these  were  expressed  in  their  leCer  to  the  CBC  
Planning  CommiCee  in  April  2015  [Ref.  9].  

• Other  important  ques8ons  remain  outstanding,  what  is  the  cost  of  the  GCC  land  to  the  schools  
project  for  the  sports  fields,  currently  officers  suggest  it's  free  to  the  project,  are  the  County  
planning  to  claim  market  value  for  this  land.    In  contrast  what    would  be  the  costs  of  a  well  
posi8oned  greenbelt  site.    

• Are  there  any  covenants  on  the  Farm  Lane  land,  can  the  county  8tle  and  ownership  be  looked  at  
carefully  and  ascertain  if  there  are  any  constraints  which  affect  the  planned  use  as  sports  fields.              
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MaCer  4  Q  5  Table  8  of  the  CP  proposes  significant  areas  of  LGS  to  be  iden8fied  at  Leckhampton  
Fields,  the  North  West  Cheltenham  Strategic  Alloca8on  at  Swindon  Village,  and  at  the  West  
Cheltenham  Strategic  Alloca8on.  Is  there  any  evidence  that  areas  of  39.91,  24.5  or  18.25  ha  could  
be  considered  not  to  be  "an  extensive  tract  of  land”?  

• The  Leckhampton  and  Swindon  Village  LGS  des8na8ons  were  looked  at  in  great  deal  within  the  
JCS  under  Inspector  Ord,  some  of  the  important  references  for  review  are  provided  below.    For  
the  Leckhampton  LGS  it  is  important  to  understand  that  the  boundary  has  been  jointly  worked  
since  2012  under  the  Neighbourhood  Planning  [Ref.  4,  5  and  6]  and  is  derived  from  
considera8on  of  Landscape  Value  [Ref.  8,10,11,12  &  15  this  includes  previous  Inspectors  
recommenda8ons  and  findings],  protec8on  of  historic  buildings/monuments,  flood  risk  
assessment  [Ref.  16  &  8],  the  sekng  of  the  Cotswolds  AONB  Ref.  14,  15  &  7]and  protec8on  of  
valuable  agricultural  land,  these  are  detailed  in  the  evidence  documents.    

        

Yours  Sincerely  
Margaret  White  and  Ian  Bickerton  
Secretary  and  Chair  of  LEGLAG  Ltd.  
www.leglag.org.uk 
Tel.  01242  250473    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