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Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish Council 
 

Cheltenham Local Plan Examination:  
Submission in response to the Inspector’s Questions 

 
 
Matter 7: Question 1  -  Protection for important landscapes 
 
Leckhampton Hill is a very important recreation area and also a highlight on the 
Cotswold Way national trail. It has exceptionally fine views and is one of only 30 tourist 
viewpoints across all of England identified in the AA road atlases of Great Britain and 
one of only 47 across the whole of Great Britain (Table 1). The Leckhampton Fields are 
very important as the foreground to this view and this has been a key issue for 
Inspectors. Inspector Clark in his 2015 report identified the Leckhampton Fields as 
NPPF Valued Landscape on the dual basis of their intrinsic landscape quality and their 
importance to the view from Leckhampton Hill.  
 
The Leckhampton Fields LGS helps to protects both the landscape of the fields and the 
view. If any development is to occur outside the LGS, in area R2 or possibly in area ON, 
it must be well screened and sympathetic to the location. As well as having discussions 
with Miller Homes on area R2, the Parish Council has also been in discussion with 
Robert Hitchins Limited concerning part of area ON. An application by Robert Hitchins 
Limited to build up to 45 houses on ON was refused by Cheltenham Borough Council on 
20 April 2017 and was refused at appeal on 4 April 2018 on grounds both of damage to 
the Valued Landscape of the Leckhampton Fields and also the unacceptable impact of 
an estate type of development on the view from Leckhampton Hill.  
 
Table 1: The 47 viewpoints identified in the tourist information in the AA 4 miles:inch and 
3 miles:inch Road Atlases of Great Britain. 30 in England, 6 in Wales and 11 in Scotland 

Dunkery Beacon Exmoor, Somerset 

Wellington Monument Blackdown Hills, Somerset 

Bulbarrow Hill Dorset 

Pepperbox Hill Hants 

Bernbridge Down Isle of Wight 

Dunction Hill, South Downs W Sussex 

Epsom Down, North Downs Surrey 

Foel Eryr Pembrokeshire 

Sugar Loaf Black Mts., Monmouthshire 

Portishead Severn Estuary, N. Somerset 

Symonds Yat Rock Gloucestershire 

Robinswood Hill Gloucestershire 

Barrow Wake Gloucestershire 

Leckhampton Hill Gloucestershire 

Barbary Castle Marlborough Downs, Wiltshire 

Magpie Hill Warwickshire 

Wittenham Clumps Oxfordshire 

One Tree Hill Essex 

Town Hill Powys 

Clee Hill Shropshire 

Central Forest Park C. Stoke 
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Clent Hills Worcestershire 

Windmill Hill Worcestershire 

Barr Beacon Birmingham 

Beacon Hill Leicestershire 

South Stack Anglesey 

Great Orme Head Conwy 

Waun-y-Llyn Flintshire 

Mersey View Cheshire 

Werneth Low Derbyshire 

Holme Moss Peak District, Derbyshire 

Hathersage Booths Peak District, Derbyshire 

Highoredishy Derbyshire 

Sutton Bank Yorkshire Moors, N Yorkshire 

Hole of Horcam Yorkshire Moors, N Yorkshire 

Queen's View E. Dunbartonshire 

Cockleroy W. Lothian 

Scott's View Eildon Hills, Border 

Carter Bar Cheviot Hills, Border 

Ros Castle Northumberland 

Queen Elizabeth Forest Park Stirling 

Queen's View, Loch Tummel Perth and Kinross 

Blackford Hill Edinburgh 

Bealach-Na-Ba Highlands 

Glen Garry Highlands 

Struie Hill Highlands 

Knockon Cliff Highlands 
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