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Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish Council

Cheltenham Local Plan Examination:
Submission in response to the Inspector’s Questions

Matter 8: Question 3 - Preventing severe traffic impacts

Inspector Ord’s recommendation to limit development to the Northern Fields was based
solely on landscape evidence. Explicitly she did not consider the issue of traffic
congestion. Inspector Clark’s judgement of severe cumulative traffic congestion in
rejecting the Bovis-Miller appeal in 2015 was in the context of the proposal then for
around 1200 new dwellings on the Leckhampton Fields. Following the removal of the
Leckhampton strategic allocation from the JCS that number has reduced to 377 new
houses on the development west of Farm Lane plus the 250 houses proposed on the
Northern Fields. There is also a proposal for 200 new homes at Shurdington which will
add significantly to the traffic on the A46.

A total of 627 homes would be expected to add about 190 vehicles into Cheltenham in
the peak morning traffic period, mainly on the A46. At the typical vehicle spacing in the
A46 queue this could add about 0.8 miles to the queue length. In practice some traffic
will divert into Cheltenham via Warden Hill Road, but this also has bad congestion and
passes Bournside School. Other traffic is likely to bypass part of the A46 queue by
diverting via Leckhampton Lane and through the new estate to the A46 at Kidnappers
Lane, passing the proposed site of the new secondary school.

The Parish Council’s traffic surveys in Church Road in Sept/Oct 2018 showed the traffic
flow there was the same as in surveys in autumn 2012. The road is at maximum capacity
in the peak morning period. The disruption of the traffic flow by parents taking children to
Leckhampton Primary School significantly reduces the throughput and the expansion of
the school will probably make this worse, depending on the success of mitigation
measures. A key issue is to avoid Church Road and adjacent roads gridlocking as
occurs occasionally. In this regard, traffic to the proposed new secondary school
together with the expansion of Leckhampton Primary is of considerable concern.

The Council's surveys on the A46 in 2018 show the A46 traffic throughput at the
A46/MPR junction (responsible for the A46 traffic queue) has deteriorated by about 15%
since the surveys there in 2013. This is due to increased traffic on MPR occupying a
larger proportion of the traffic-light sequence. The precise traffic-light timing makes a big
difference to the throughput. It has recently been optimised including reducing as much
as possible the time allowed for pedestrians to cross.

A key problem is that the A46 is single lane to within a few car lengths of the junction
and there is no space to widen it. The flow is sometimes transiently blocked by vehicles
gueuing to turn left towards the Park. It could also be blocked by vehicles queuing to turn
right into MPR and this is a concern for the proposed new secondary school if
substantial numbers of parents returned from the school via the A46 and MPR.
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