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GLOSSARY  

HORSICULTURE – REPRESENTS A LANDSCAPE WHERE HORSES ARE KEPT, TYPIFIED BY POST 
AND WIRE, POST AND RAIL AND ELECTRIC BOUNDARY FENCING, STABLES AND SHELTERS. 

LAND PARCELS – AREAS OF LAND IDENTIFIED BY THE GREEN BELT REVIEW AND ALSO 
SUGGESTED BY LANDOWNERS/DEVELOPERS AS POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT SITES. 

LANDSCAPE – AN AREA, AS PERCEIVED BY PEOPLE, THE CHARACTER OF WHICH IS THE 
RESULT OF THE ACTION AND INTERACTION OF NATURAL AND/OR HUMAN FACTORS. 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER – A DISTINCT, RECOGNISABLE AND CONSISTENT PATTERN OF 
ELEMENTS IN THE LANDSCAPE THAT MAKES ONE LANDSCAPE DIFFERENT FROM ANOTHER. 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTIC – ELEMENTS, OR COMBINATIONS OF ELEMENTS, WHICH 
MAKE A LANDSCAPE CHARACTER DISTINCTIVE. 

LCA – LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA.  THESE ARE SINGLE UNIQUE AREAS WHICH ARE THE 
DISCRETE GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS OF A PARTICULAR LANDSCAPE TYPE. 

LDA – LANDSCAPE DESIGN ASSOCIATES 

LCT – LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPE.  THESE ARE DISTINCT TYPES OF LANDSCAPE THAT ARE 
RELATIVELY HOMOGENOUS IN CHARACTER.  THEY ARE GENERIC IN NATURE IN THAT THEY 
MAY OCCUR IN DIFFERENT AREAS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, BUT WHEREVER 
THEY OCCUR, THEY SHARE BROADLY SIMILAR COMBINATIONS OF GEOLOGY, TOPOGRPAHY, 
DRAINAGE PATTERNS, VEGETATION AND HISTORICAL LAND USE AND SETTLEMENT PATTERN 
AS WELL AS PERCEPTUAL AND AESTHETIC ATTRIBUTES. 

LANDSCAPE RECEPTORS – DEFINED ASPECTS OF THE LANDSCAPE RESOURCE THAT HAVE 
THE POTENTIAL TO BE AFFECTED BY A PROPOSAL. 

VISUAL RECEPTORS – INDIVIDUALS AND/OR DEFINED GROUPS OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE 
POTENTIAL TO SEE OR OTHERWISE BE AFFECTED BY PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

 

In March 2015, Cheltenham Borough Council [the Council] commissioned Ryder Landscape 

Consultants to undertake a Landscape Character, Sensitivity and Capacity Study of the Cotswolds 

AONB and Cheltenham Urban Fringe as part of its emerging Cheltenham Plan. The Council required 

an assessment of the landscape character and sensitivity of the landscape, the visual amenity and the 

value and potential capacity to accommodate new development in the AONB. 

If the Council is to provide for the full objectively assessed needs for housing and employment for the 

Borough, the Council will need to examine all reasonable options along Cheltenham’s urban edge, which 

includes land within or immediately adjacent to the Cotswolds AONB. The choice of which sites on 

the urban edge and within or immediately adjacent to the Cotswolds AONB are potentially most 

suitable and sustainable for new development will be based on an assessment that considers a wide 

range of social, economic and environmental issues. These issues include landscape character and visual 

amenity. 

This assessment provides pertinent information which will help to inform the choice of potential sites 

for release in the emerging Cheltenham Plan. It will also provide practical guidance for assisting 

Development Management decision-making. 

The document consists of this covering report describing the purpose of the assessment, the 

methodology used and an overview summary.  Included in Section 4 are individual summary sheets for 

each of the Landscape Character Areas assessed, along with a photosheet depicting the character and 

context of each of these Landscape Character Areas.   An example of the field sheets used as an aid to 

assessment whilst visiting sites is contained at Appendix A. 

The extent of the study area is shown below in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Extent of Study Area 

 

 

As part of the process of undertaking the Cheltenham Plan, the Council are undertaking a 'call for sites', 

in order to identify sites for possible future development.  

The process of identifying the sites with possible future development potential requires a suite of 

information to inform the identification process.  Landscape forms a part of this suite of information, 

and as such, this study has been undertaken in order to thoroughly understand the local landscape 

character, its quality and value, and the capacity the landscape may have for any further development. 
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The key purpose of the study is to undertake a landscape character assessment of the urban edge of 

Cheltenham and the area of the Cotswolds AONB that falls within Cheltenham Borough Council. This 

includes: 

 A Landscape Character Assessment; 

 Assessment of the sensitivity of identified Landscape Character Areas; and 

 Identifies key visual receptors, significant views and viewpoints and sensitivity of receptors to 

change, considering quality and distinctiveness.  

The assessment uses this information to determine how constrained each Landscape Character Area is 

in terms of landscape using the following three point system: 

 Minor constraint 

 Moderate constraint 

 Major constraint 

More information on this three point system to classify Landscape Character Areas by how constrained 

they are and the resulting capacity is provided in Section 2 – Methodology – Table 6.  

Once the level of constraint is identified, the capacity of an area can then be determined. The capacity 

of an area is assessed on a three point scale as follows: 

 Low 

 Medium 

 High 

Additionally the assessment is required to provide key recommendations on how new development, if 

it were to go ahead, would be best designed to mitigate losses to or improve the current landscape 

quality. This includes; 

 Consideration and making recommendations on how any potential harmful impacts arising 

from development could be reduced and identify opportunities for mitigation including the 

retention of important existing features/ landscape elements; 

 Identifying broad principles for the location and design of new development to minimise or 

mitigate effects on landscape character, and views and to maximise benefits through sensitive 

development; and 

 Recommending design principles for boundary treatments for any new ‘urban fringe/edge’. 
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Landscape is more than just ‘the view’.  It can be the ever-changing backdrop to our daily lives, as much 

as the places we seek out for leisure.  It can mean a park, a piece of wasteland, a beach, a mountain, a 

forest.  It is also about how people relate to these places and to nature – what they value about it, and 

how they respond to changes in the landscape. 

Some landscapes consist entirely of natural elements.  These are typically referred to as ‘natural 

landscapes’. 

Other landscapes can be largely the result of human activity, such as arable farmland or urban areas.  

These can be referred to as ‘cultural landscapes’. 

Landscapes should be managed, planned and, where appropriate, protected to deliver a full range of 

goods and services.  A number of documents exist in order to provide the framework and information 

to manage, plan and where necessary protect our landscapes.   

These include; 

 The European Landscape Convention.  

(http://www.coe.int.com) 

 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2) 

 The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) 

(http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance) 

 National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. 

(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo6/12-13-14/97) 

 Natural England – National Character Areas. 

(http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/nca/) 

 

Landscape is defined in the European Landscape Convention (ELC) as ‘an area, as perceived by people, 

whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors’.   

The ELC recognises that every landscape has a value and acknowledges that the landscape is an 

important part of the quality of life for people everywhere: in urban areas and in the countryside, in 

degraded areas as well as in areas of high quality, in areas recognised as being of outstanding beauty as 

well as everyday landscapes. 

The Convention goes on to reference ‘Actions on the Landscape’, where development may occur. 

Relevant sections of the ELC relating to planning and protection of landscapes include the following 

excerpts: 
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“Landscape planning…. concerns forms of change that can anticipate new social needs by taking account of 

ongoing developments.  It should also be consistent with sustainable development and allow for the ecological 

and economic processes that may occur in the medium to long terms. 

The concept of protection includes the idea that landscape is subject to changes which, within certain limits, 

have to be accepted.  Protective measures, should not be designed to stop time or to restore natural or human 

influence characteristics that no longer exist; however, they may guide changes in sites in order to pass on their 

specific, material and immaterial features to future generations.  Landscape protection should find the ways 

and means of acting at an appropriate level, not only on the characteristics present at sites but also on 

external factors.” 

 

 

The CRoW Act 2000, containing five Parts and 16 Schedules, provides for public access on foot to 

certain types of land, amends the law relating to public rights of way, increases measures for the 

management and protection for Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and strengthens wildlife 

enforcement legislation, and provides for better management of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB).  

Section 85 outlines the council’s legal duty with regards to the CRoW Act and land within AONBs: 

“In exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in an area of outstanding natural 

beauty, a relevant authority shall have regards to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty 

of the area of outstanding natural beauty.” 

 

 

The NPPF as introduced in 2013 is the key national planning document in England shaping plan making 

and decision taking by Local Planning Authorities. Paragraph 14 of the NPPF explains, 

‘At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development, which should be seen as a golden thread running through both plan-making and decision-taking.’ 

However this presumption does not automatically apply in the AONB by reason of Footnote No.9 

which lists a series of landscape, scientifically important and spatially sensitive areas where specific 

policies in the Framework indicate development should be restricted. 

The specific policies that address landscapes and in particular the weight given to conserving landscape 

and scenic beauty in AONB’s and when development should be restricted are presented below; 

NPPF Paragraph 109 – a general requirement of the planning system is made to protect and enhance 

valued landscapes specifically it states, ‘The planning system should contribute to and enhance the 

natural and local environment by protecting and enhancing valued landscapes.’ 
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NPPF Paragraph 113 – which requires Local Planning Authorities to ‘set criteria based policies 

against which proposals for any development on or affecting protected wildlife or geodiversity sites of 

landscape areas will be judged’. Paragraph 113 does not make mention of AONB by name or footnote 

reference but goes on to advise, ‘Distinctions should be made between the hierarchy of international, 

national and locally designated sites’. AONB status should be viewed as nationally important level of 

designation on a par with National Park status as enshrined by the Countryside and Right of Way Acts 

and also by NPPF Paragraph 115. 

NPPF Paragraph 115 – the NPPF states that ‘Great weight should be given to conserving landscape 

and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding National Beauty, which have 

the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty’. There is no differential 

between National Parks or AONB status as this paragraph states ‘Great weight’ should be given to 

conserving landscape and scenic beauty in both. 

NPPF Paragraph 116 -  gives clear guidance to Local Planning Authorities to refuse planning 

permission for major developments in these designated areas (by which they include AONB’s) except 

in exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated they are in the public interest. Three 

areas of assessment are cited as required to justify major developments in AONB as designated areas 

and the third of these include an assessment of any detrimental effect on the landscape and the extent 

to which that could be moderated. 

Specific guidance on what constitutes ‘major development’ in an AONB and whether NPPF Paragraph 

116 is applicable is given in National Planning Practice Guidance (2014) (NPPG). 

One of the core principles in the National Planning Policy Framework is that planning should recognise 

the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside.  Local plans should include strategic policies for 

the conservation and enhancement of the natural environment, including landscape.  This includes 

designated landscapes but also the wider countryside. 

Where appropriate, Landscape Character Assessments should be prepared to complement Natural 

England’s National Character Area profiles.  Landscape Character Assessment is a tool to help 

understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it 

a sense of place.  It can help to inform, plan and manage change and may be undertaken at a scale 

appropriate to local and neighbourhood plan making. 

 

 

National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) exists in order to assist practitioners in their interpretation 

and implementation of the policies contained within the NPPF.  The Guidance references sections of 

the NPPF where relevant, along with links to other relevant planning practice guidance.  Each individual 

section of the guidance has a specific and unique Reference ID. 

Relevant sections of the National Planning Practice Guidance as they relate to the AONB include: 
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 ID 8: Natural Environment 

 ID 12: Local Plans 

 ID 37: Open Space, Sports and Recreation Facilities, Public Rights of Way and Local Green 

Space 

As discussed above under NPPF Paragraph 116 the NPPG provides some guidance on what constitutes 

major development in the AONB. At NPPG Natural Environment: Landscape Paragraph 5 it states 

whether proposals are deemed major or not ‘will be a matter for the relevant decision taker, taking 

into account the proposal in question and the local context.’ The decision therefore falls to the Local 

Planning Authority to make as to whether the development is a major one and the assessments required 

by NPPF 116 are necessary.  

Whatever the decision as to whether a development is considered major or not the NPPG reminds the 

decision maker that ‘The Framework (NPPF) is clear that great weight should be given to conserving 

landscape and scenic beauty in these designated areas irrespective of whether the policy in paragraph 

116 is applicable. 

 

 

JOINT CORE STRATEGY: 

The following policies are pertinent existing and emerging Local Plan policies.  They are presented as 

digital snips to ensure complete correctness of inclusion. 

SD 5 Design Requirements 
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SD 7 Landscape 

 

SD 8 The Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

 

CHELTENHAM LOCAL PLAN 

CO 1 Landscape Character 
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CO 2 Development within or affecting the AONB 

 

GE 1 Public Green Space 

 

GE 4 Pittville Park and Bouncers Lane Cemetery 
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RC 8 New public green space 

 

RC 10 Allotments 

 

 

RC 12 Golf Courses 
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RC 13 Public rights of way in the countryside 

 

COTSWOLDS AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN: 

The Cotswolds AONB Management Plan Development and Transport policies provide guidance with 
regards to potential development of land within the Cotswolds AONB. This section is presented 
within Appendix D to ensure correctness of inclusion.” 

COTSWOLDS AONB LANDSCAPE STRATEGY AND GUIDELINES: 

Please note: this study was undertaken before recent Landscape Strategy and Guidelines revisions (V4, March 

2016) Copies of both versions are available in Appendix D 

The following Landscape Strategy and Guidelines are pertinent for the study area.  They are 

presented within Appendix D to ensure complete correctness of inclusion. 

2  Escarpment  

7  High Wold 

8  High Wold Valley  

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is a standard system for identifying, describing, classifying and 

mapping the variety of landscape: it helps to explain what makes individual landscapes different from 

each other.   

The assessment of landscape is an important aspect in the consideration of development locations 

throughout the countryside.  There are a number of relevant documents that define landscape and its 

importance, including the following documents: 

Natural England - National Character Area Profiles 

National Character Areas (NCA’s) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas.  Each is defined by a 

unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic activity.   

As part of its responsibilities in delivering the Natural Environment White Paper, Biodiversity 2020 and 

the European Landscape Convention as well as its own statutory purpose, Natural England has produced 

the National Character Area (NCA) profiles to make environmental evidence and information easily 

accessible to a wide audience. 

NCA profiles provide a broad range of information that can be used by individuals and communities to 

help achieve a more sustainable future.   



  Cheltenham Borough Council Landscape Character and Sensitivity Assessment of Cotswolds AONB / May 2016 
 

13 
    Ryder Landscape Consultants / Cheltenham Borough Council 
 

 

 

Two National Character Areas are found within the study area: NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales and 

NCA 107: Cotswolds.  Figure 4 illustrates their locations and extents. 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment is an objective way of identifying the elements of a landscape which 

make up its particular character.  Such an assessment helps to guide decisions about proposals which 

may affect that particular character.  It is an aid to understanding how and why the landscape is shaped 

and how to ensure that change and development does not undermine whatever is characteristic or 

valued about a particular landscape and the ways to improve the local distinctiveness of a place or area. 

The following Landscape Character Assessments are relevant to this study: 

JOINT CORE STRATEGY LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT (2011) 

The Joint Core Strategy (JCS) Landscape Character Assessment work was undertaken to provide 

landscape character and sensitivity analysis around the urban centres of Gloucester, Cheltenham and 

Tewkesbury.  The work comprised of two distinct areas of work, the first was a landscape 

characterisation process where the landscape was assigned distinct character areas.  Once each area 

had been spatially identified and described, a sensitivity analysis was undertaken.  The outcome of the 

sensitivity analysis was to assign relative value and therefore sensitivity to large scale development, 

resulting in the production of maps showing the various sensitivities for the specific areas. 

This assessment did not cover any of the land within the study area. 

THE COTSWOLDS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY (2002) 

In October 2002 the Cotswolds AONB Partnership undertook a Landscape Character Assessment and 

produced a Landscape Strategy and Guidelines for the designated area.  Within the Gloucestershire 

section of the AONB, 15 Landscape Types were classified.   

The study area falls principally within the Landscape Character Type identified as Escarpment. The 

southern edge and northeast edge of the study area falls within the High Wold Landscape Character 

Type, while a small area on the southeast corner of the study area falls within the High Wold Valley 

Landscape Character Type. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT (2006) 

The Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment work undertook a County Wide assessment 

of Gloucestershire and identified a total of 38 landscape character types.  The intention of the report 

was, in combination with the parallel reports for the Forest of Dean and the Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Assessments, to provide a valuable tool for the spatial planning and decision 

making processes. 
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 METHODOLOGY 

The assessment has been undertaken in two key phases: the Landscape Character and Sensitivity Study 

and the Value and Capacity Study. 

The study comprises of two distinct areas of work: the first is a landscape characterisation process 

where the study area (the landscape to the east of Cheltenham) was surveyed and divided into distinct 

landscape character types and landscape character areas.  Each type and area was then described 

following the standard methodology explained below in Section 2.5.  Once the landscape character had 

been spatially identified and then described, the second area of work – a value and capacity analysis 

followed.  The objective of this work was to assign relative value and capacity of the landscape to 

development, with the main output being the maps that show the various capacity and sensitivities for 

the specific areas.   

 

There were two key parts to the initial baseline phase: desktop study and field survey.  Baseline studies 

for assessing landscape effects require a mix of desk study and field works to identify and record the 

character of the landscape and the elements, features and aesthetic and perceptual factors that 

contribute to it.  The desktop phase identified all the recorded designations, policies and mapping.  The 

field survey stage allowed the assessor to identify the experience of a landscape and elements associated 

with an identified landscape parcel that would not otherwise be possible to identify. 

 

 National Landscape Character Assessments. 

 Conservation Area Statements. 

 Review of existing landscape character type descriptions. 

 Planning designations. 

 Designations relating to landscape. 

 Designations relating to biodiversity and wildlife conservation. 

 Designations relating to building conservation. 

 Designations relating to historic park and garden conservation. 

 Scheduled Ancient Monuments. 

 Review of landscape characteristics and patterns identifiable by map studies. 

 

Site visits were undertaken during March and April 2015 by an experienced, chartered landscape 

architect. 

Field assessment sheets were used to record data in a systematic way whilst attending the sites.  An 

example of the field assessment sheet is contained in Appendix A.  
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Field sheets recorded the key qualities, elements, value and characteristics of the sites. 

Photographs were taken to record the character and context of the sites.  Photographs were taken 

according to best practice (Landscape Institute Guidance for photography, Advice Note 01/11). 

The field surveys considered the following elements to compile an evidence based analysis of the existing 

landscape character and its sensitivity.  

1. Physical influences and natural factors: 

 Landform. 

 Hydrology. 

 Vegetation types (including tree cover). 

2. Human influences and cultural factors: 

 Land use. 

 Building and settlement pattern. 

 Boundaries and field pattern. 

 Communications and infrastructure. 

 Landmarks and heritage features. 

 Amenity value (to include formal and informal recreational facilities and observed intensity of 

use). 

3. Views: 

 Key views into and out of an area. 

 Number of people able to view the area. 

4. Quality and condition of landscape and component features: 

 Obvious signs of degradation or dereliction. 

 Areas of apparent good land management. 

 Potential forces for change. 

5. Aesthetics and perceptual qualities to include: 

 Aesthetics such as pattern, scale, texture and colour 

 Perceptual qualities such as security, tranquillity, noise and naturalness 

 

 

Landscape characterisation for this study will reference the Landscape Design Associates (LDA) 

characterisation work for Gloucestershire (2006) commissioned jointly by the County Council and six 

district authorities.   

The subsequent work conducted to characterise and assess the sensitivity is also relevant (the Joint 

Core Strategy Landscape Characterisation Assessment and Sensitivity Analysis, 2011). 
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The key relevant landscape character reference document will be the Cotswolds AONB Landscape 

Character Assessment (LDA, 2002). 

Further Guidance: 

 Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland (2002); 

 An approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England (October 2014) 

 

Given the large scale nature of the existing landscape character assessments, it was identified that a 

local level landscape character assessment was required in order to more thoroughly assess the 

character, sensitivity, value and capacity of the landscape within the identified study area.   

As described in the guidance document ‘An approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England 

(October 2014)’ a Landscape Character Type is summarised as: 

 Distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogenous in character; 

 Are generic in nature – they may occur in different area in different parts of the country and 

will share broadly similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage patterns, vegetation, 

historic land use and settlement pattern (this does not mean that every area within a particular 

type will be identical, but rather, that there is a common pattern which can be discerned in 

maps and in the fields survey records); 

 May occur repeatedly in a study area, or occur in just one place; 

 Can be identified at each level in the hierarchy of assessment; 

 Can provide a good spatially referenced framework for analysing change (many influences and 

pressures affect areas with similar character in similar ways); and  

 When analysed, can provide a foundation upon which to develop planning and / or landscape 

management strategies 

A Landscape Character Area is summarised as: 

 Unique individual geographical areas in which landscape types occur; 

 Share generic characteristics with other areas of the same type, but have their own particular 

identity; 

 Can often be more readily recognised and identified by non-specialists – sense of place is often 

important to local people and visitors for example; 

 May often be more prevalent than landscape character types, because some types will occur 

in more than one area; 

 Can be identified at each level in the hierarchy of assessment; 

 Can provide a good spatially referenced framework from where patterns of local 

distinctiveness, and factors influencing sense of place, can be drawn; 
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 Can be used to develop tailored policies and strategies that reflect the characteristics that 

make a given landscape different or special. 

The desktop and field surveys as described in section 2.2 and 2.3 contributed to the identification of 

the following Landscape Character Types and Areas (Table 1 below), mapped at 1:10,000 and shown 

on Figures 5, 6 and 7.  The Types are described within Section 4 of this report. 

Table 1: Summary of Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas 

Reference Landscape Character Type Reference Landscape Character Area 

1 Cemetery 1.1 Bouncers Lane Cemetery 

2 Community Allotments 2.1 Ryeworth Allotment 

 2.2 Little Herbert’s Allotments 

3 Community Open Space 3.1 Little Herbert’s Playing Fields 

 3.2 Pilley Playing Fields 

3.3 Oakley Playing Fields 

3.4 
Battledown Cricket Ground and 
Playing Fields 

4 Escarpment 4.1 Hartley Hill Escarpment 

 4.2 Ravensgate Hill Escarpment 

5 Golf Course 5.1 Lilley Brook Golf Course 

6 Lower Pasture 6.1 Noverton Lower Pasture 

 6.2 Ham Lower Pasture 

6.3 Greenway Lower Pasture 

7 Pasture Slopes 7.1 Oakley Farm Pasture Slopes 

 7.2 Hewlett’s Reservoir 

7.3 Oakley Pasture Slopes 

7.4 Northfield Farm Pasture Slopes 

7.5 Ham Hill South 

7.6 
Dowdeswell Woods Pasture 
Slopes 

7.7 Ravensgate Hill Pasture Slopes 

7.8 Lineover Wood Pasture Slopes 

7.9 Charlton Kings Pasture Slopes 

7.10 Wellinghill House Pasture Slopes 

8 Settled Lowland 8.1 Ham Settled Lowlands 

 
 

8.2 Coxhome Settled Lowlands 

8.3 Daisybank Settled Lowlands 

8.4 Lilley Brook Settled Lowlands 

8.5 Battledown Settled Lowlands 
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Reference Landscape Character Type Reference Landscape Character Area 

9 Upland Farmland 9.1 Colgate Upland Farmland 

10 Wooded Pasture Slopes 10.1 
The Hewlett’s Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

 10.2 
Glenfall House Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.3 
Ham Farm Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.4 
Ham Hill South Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.5 Colgate Wooded Pasture Slopes 

10.6 Pilley Wooded Pasture Slopes 

10.7 
Timbercombe Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.8 
Wistley Hill Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.9 
Ravensgate Hill Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.10 
Southfield Manor Wooded 
Pasture Slopes 

10.11 
Greenway Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.12 
Wellinghill Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

10.13 
Little Herbert’s Wooded Pasture 
Slopes 

 

Table 2 below provides a list of key characteristics and attributes indicating higher or lower sensitivity 

to change brought about by development.  The table is not a prescriptive tool, since the list of key 

landscape characteristics and attributes is not exhaustive.  The table is used as a guide to inform the 

overall assessment of landscape sensitivity. The sensitivity of the Landscape Character Type / Landscape 

Character Area to change is defined on a three point scale as High, Medium or Low and is based on 

professional judgement and interpretation of key landscape characteristics. 

Table 2: Definition of landscape sensitivity  

Sensitivity Comments / Examples 

High Landscapes which by nature of their character would be unable to 
accommodate change caused by development. Typically these would be; 

 Of high quality with distinctive elements and features making a 
positive contribution to character and sense of place. 

 Likely to contain features and elements that are rare and could not be 
replaced.   

Medium Landscapes which by nature of their character would be able to partly 
accommodate change caused by development. Typically these would be; 
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Sensitivity Comments / Examples 

 Comprised of commonplace elements and features creating generally 
unremarkable character but with some sense of place. 

 Likely to contain some features and elements that could not be 
replaced. 

Low Landscapes which by nature of their character would be able to accommodate 
changes caused by development. Typically these would be; 

 Comprised of some features and elements that are discordant, 
derelict or in decline, resulting in indistinct character with little or no 
sense of place. 

 Likely to contain few, if any, features and elements that could not be 
replaced. 

 

Table 3 below provides a list of key visual receptors, or viewers, in the landscape indicating higher or 

lower sensitivity to change brought about by development.  The table is not a prescriptive tool, since 

the list of visual receptors is not exhaustive.  The table is used as a guide to inform the overall assessment 

of visual sensitivity. The sensitivity of the visual attributes within any given Landscape Character Area 

to change is defined on a three point scale as High, Medium or Low and is based on professional 

judgement and interpretation of key views. 

Table 3: Definition of visual sensitivity 

Visual 
Sensitivity Typical Receptors 

High 

Landscape Character Areas with long distance viewing opportunities.  
Landscape Character Areas including visual receptors with a particular interest 
in their surroundings or prolonged viewing opportunities: 

 Residential locations 

 Visitor or recreational sites  

 Nationally or locally recognised footpaths and cycle ways 

 Recognised scenic drives or promoted tourist routes 
 

Medium 

Landscape Character Areas with medium distance viewing opportunities.  
Landscape Character Areas including visual receptors with a general interest in 
their surroundings or with transient viewing opportunities: 

 General footpaths 

 Local roads  

 Public spaces 
 

Low 

Landscape Character Areas with short distance viewing opportunities.    
Landscape Character Areas including visual receptors with a limited or passing 
interest in their surroundings: 

 Views from places of employment 
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Visual 
Sensitivity Typical Receptors 

 Indoor facilities 

 Commercial and industrial buildings  

 Commuters along major roads (typically A and M roads) 
 

 

 

Site visits were undertaken during March and April 2015 by an experienced, chartered landscape 
architect to assess each of the Landscape Character Areas listed in Table 1. 

Field assessment sheets were used to record data in a systematic way whilst attending the sites.  An 
example of the field assessment sheet is contained in Appendix A.  

Field sheets recorded the key qualities, elements, value and characteristics of the sites. 

Photographs were taken to record the character and context of the sites.  Photographs were taken 
according to best practice (Landscape Institute Guidance for photography, Advice Note 01/11). 

The field surveys considered the following elements to compile an evidence based analysis of the existing 
landscape character and its sensitivity.  

Assessing: 

1. Designations; 
 National.  
 Regional. 
 Local. 

2. Other Criteria indicating value; 
 Landscape quality (condition). 
 Rarity. 
 Representativeness. 
 Recreation value. 
 Perceptual aspects. 
 Tranquillity. 
 Remoteness. 
 Wildness. 
 Scenic beauty. 
 Cultural associations. 
 Conservation interests. 

The above notes accord with Box 5.1 of Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd 
Edition) – Pg 84. 
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The assessment of landscape sensitivity based on key characteristics may be modified by consideration 

of any special values attributed to a landscape (i.e. a landscape with characteristics that suggest relatively 

low sensitivity may be judged to be more sensitive because of special values attached to it – either as a 

result of formal designation or other evidence, such as local designation or cultural links).  

The value of a landscape reflects communal perception on a local, regional, national and international 

scale. It is informed by a number of factors including scenic beauty, tranquillity, cultural associations or 

other conservation interests including current and past land uses. 

Landscapes considered to be of the highest value would generally be nationally designated, whereas 

those considered of lowest value would be represented by undesignated landscapes identified as 

requiring recovery. Although value is frequently determined by reference to national and local 

designations, an absence of such a designation does not infer a lack of value, as other factors such as 

scarcity can render areas valuable as a local resource.   

Taking all these factors into account, the degree to which landscape character sensitivity is modified by 

landscape values is, therefore, a matter of professional judgement. 

Table 4: Definition of landscape value 

Value Comments / Examples 

High 

The Landscape Character Area has many positive qualities associated with 
landscape value, e.g. landscape designations; is seen as important by the 
community; limited/ no degradation or erosion of features resulting in a 
mainly intact landscape with limited/ no intrusion. A Landscape Character 
Area with strong aesthetic and sensory qualities. 

Medium 

The Landscape Character Area has some positive qualities associated 
with landscape value, e.g. landscape designations, some degradation or 
erosion of features resulting in areas of more mixed character and 
reduced overall value, partly intact landscape with some intrusions. A 
Landscape Character area with some aesthetic and sensory qualities 

Low 

The Landscape Character Area has limited qualities associated with 
landscape value, e.g. no landscape designations, few valued features, 
limited use by the community, mixed character and reduced overall value. 
A disjointed landscape with intrusions. A Landscape Character Area 
which lacks/has limited aesthetic and sensory qualities. 
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Topic Paper 6 – Techniques and criteria for judging capacity and sensitivity (Scottish Natural Heritage 

/ The Countryside Agency (2002)  

“Landscape capacity refers to the degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able to 

accommodate change without significant effects on its character, or overall change of landscape character 

type.  Capacity is likely to vary according to the type and nature of change being proposed.” 

Landscape Capacity is used to describe the ability of a landscape to accommodate different amounts 

of change or development of a specific type.  This should reflect: 

 The inherent sensitivity of the landscape itself, but more specifically its sensitivity to a 

particular type of development in question.   This means that capacity will reflect both the 

sensitivity of the landscape resource and its visual sensitivity; 

 The value attached to the landscape or to specific elements in it. 

Landscape capacity is summarised below: 

Landscape Character Sensitivity (Based on judgements about sensitivity of aspects most 

likely to be affected e.g. Natural factors, cultural factors, landscape and aesthetic 

factors). 

+ 
Visual Sensitivity (based on nature of change and interaction with visual aspects of 

landscape e.g. general visibility, population and mitigation potential). 

+ 
Landscape Value (designations and other criteria indicating value) 

=  
Landscape Capacity to accommodate a specific type of change  

 

1.1.  DEFINING OUTCOMES OF DESK BASED AND FIELD SURVEY COMPONENTS 

The first part of the process is using the assessed visual sensitivity combined with the landscape 

character sensitivity to arrive at an overall landscape sensitivity. The result for the overall landscape 

sensitivity is then considered in conjunction with the landscape value for the individual character area 

to determine the level of overall landscape constraint. The overall landscape constraint judgement is 

then represented as the overall landscape capacity in line with the values represented in Table 6 below. 

It should be noted that an average of the sensitivity ratings has been taken to reach the various 

assessment.  In order to avoid the process of assessment being overly prescriptive, professional 

judgement is utilised in the assessment of Landscape Constraint and consequently Landscape Capacity.  
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For example, using a table such as that shown illustrates this three step process: 

Table 5: Process of arriving at landscape capacity judgement  

1st Step   2nd Step 3rd Step 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

 
Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

 
Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

 

Table 6: Levels of landscape constraint and resulting landscape capacity 

Assessment Description Resulting Landscape 
Capacity 

MINOR 
Constraint 

 A minor constraint that can be satisfactorily 
addressed without mitigation, or with limited 
mitigation.   

 A constraint that only affects a small part of the site 
and can be addressed without significantly reducing 
the number of dwellings or area for development. 

HIGH Capacity for 
built development 

MODERATE 
Constraint 

 A constraint that requires more extensive / costly 
mitigation to satisfactorily address, but that can be 
overcome. 

 A constraint that affects a larger proportion of the 
site – requiring mitigation that would reduce the 
number of houses or area of development that can be 
built, albeit it would not prevent development from 
taking place.  

MEDIUM Capacity 
for built development 

MAJOR 
Constraint 

 A significant constraint that requires very substantial / 
very costly mitigation measures to overcome. 

 Alternatively, a constraint where it is not clear that it 
is capable of being satisfactorily addressed. 

 A constraint that would very significantly reduce the 
proportion of the site that can be developed.   

LOW Capacity for 
built development 
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 OUTCOME OF THE ASSESSMENT 

 

For each landscape character area the following are included to illustrate the various elements of the 

assessment;  

 Assessment Sheet, including site location plan, assessment of landscape character and visual 

qualities of the site and an overall assessment of value and constraint; and 

 Photosheets with supporting photographs taken during field site visits. 

When viewing the plans indicating broad planning principles and key views, reference should be made 

to the Legend contained in Section 3.4 of this report. 

 

 

A summary of the assessed landscape types, landscape character areas and constraint classification for 
all the assessed landscape character areas in terms of landscape is set out in Table 4 below;  

Table 7: Summary of Site Landscape Character Area Outcomes.   

Ref Land Parcel Types and Areas Landscape 
Constraint 

Landscape Capacity for 
built development 

1 Cemetery   

1.1 Bouncers Lane Cemetery Major Low 

2 Community Allotments   

2.1 Ryeworth Allotment Major Low 

2.2 Little Herbert's Allotments Major Low 

3 Community Open Space   

3.1 Little Herbert's Playing Fields Major Low 

3.2 Pilley Playing Fields Major Low 

3.3 Oakley Playing fields Major Low 

3.4 Battledown Cricket Ground and 
Playing Fields Major Low 

4 Escarpment   

4.1 Hartley Hill Escarpment Major Low 

4.2 Ravensgate Hill Escarpment Major Low 

5 Golf Course   

5.1 Lilley Brook Golf Course Major Low 

6 Lower Pasture   

6.1 Noverton Lower Pasture Major Low 

6.2 Ham Lower Pasture Major Low 
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Ref Land Parcel Types and Areas Landscape 
Constraint 

Landscape Capacity for 
built development 

6.3 Greenway Lower Pasture Major Low 

7 Pasture Slopes   

7.1 Oakley Farm Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.2 Hewlett's Reservoir Major  Low  

7.3 Oakley Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.4 Northfield Farm Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.5 Ham Hill South Major Low 

7.6 Dowdeswell Woods Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.7 Ravensgate Hill Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.8 Lineover Wood Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.9 Charlton Kings Pasture Slopes Major Low 

7.10 Wellinghill House Pasture Slopes Major Low 

   8        Settled Lowland   

8.1 Ham Settled Lowlands Major Low 

8.2 Coxhome Settled Lowlands Major Low 

8.3 Daisybank Settled Lowlands Major Low 

8.4 Lilley Brook Settled Lowland Major Low 

8.5 Battledown Settled Lowland Major Low 

9 Upland Farmland   

9.1 Colgate Upland Farmland Major Low 

10 Wooded Pasture Slopes   

10.1 The Hewlett's Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.2 Glenfall House Wooded Pasture 
Slopes Major Low 

10.3 Ham Farm Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.4 Ham Hill South Wooded Pasture 
Slopes Major Low 

10.5 Colgate Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.6 Pilley Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.7 Timbercombe Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.8 Wistley Hill Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.9 Ravensgate Hill Wooded Pasture 
Slopes Major Low 

10.10 Southfield Manor Wooded Pasture 
Slopes Major Low 

10.11 Greenway Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.12 Wellinghill Wooded Pasture Slopes Major Low 

10.13 Little Herbert's Wooded Pasture 
Slopes Major Low 
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For ease of reference, these assessment sheets are included within the main body of this document at 

Section 4. 

 

Professional judgement was used to determine which of the Landscape Character Areas may potentially 

have some capacity for development although they all carry ratings of major landscape constraint and 

low landscape capacity. For the LCAs identified, planning principles sheets have been produced which 

outline the type and extent of development that may be considered appropriate within the particular 

LCA. The general principles covered are expanded upon below:   

General Design Principles 

General design principles have been included within the assessment sheets and are based on the 

information gathered throughout the assessment stage.  The design principles look to provide guidance 

and recommendations for the type of mitigation treatment (including boundary treatments, inclusion of 

open space, tree planting and conservation or restoration of valued habitats) that should be considered 

for any given site.    

Enhancement of Key Views  

Where key views are identified within the study, it should be ensured that an open foreground is 

retained within proposals to retain these views.  Opportunities for public viewing points, Public Rights 

of Way, cycleways and the like should be considered to take advantage of the existing views. 

Conservation Areas 

The proximity of Conservation Areas has been taken into account and key views identified within the 

Conservation Area Appraisals have been noted where applicable. 

Vegetation Treatment 

Where appropriate, tree planting has been proposed within and around the boundaries of the 

prospective developments in order to provide visual and physical linkages with the surrounding 

landscape character.  Reinstatement and enhancement of hedgerow boundaries could become an 

important element of the planted treatment applied throughout the sites.  

It should be clearly noted that the retention of hedgerows and trees does not immediately lead to 

acceptability of a scheme in landscape terms. Native hedgerows are traditional methods of retaining 

stock or protecting crops in fields rather than acting as enclosures for houses and industrial units. The 

retention of existing positive vegetation features should be integrated in a thoughtful way into design 

proposals so they become a site asset and contribute to the quality of the local environment.  
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Other less obvious vegetation such as scrub areas and pasture grasslands should be recognised for both 

their ecological value but also their contribution to landscape character. 

Sheets outlining the general planning principles have been produced for the following landscape 

character areas which may potentially have some capacity for development. 

Table 8: Summary of Landscape Character Areas with assessed capacity. 

Character Area Name 

LCA 6.1  
Lower Pasture 

Noverton Lower Pasture 

LCA 6.2 
Lower Pasture 

Ham Lower Pasture 

LCA 7.3 
Pasture slopes 

Oakley Pasture Slopes 

LCA 10.13 
Wooded Pasture Slopes 

Little Herbert's Wooded Pasture Slopes 

The findings within this study has concluded that there is limited capacity for built development along 

urban edge of Cheltenham, however Table 8 has identified a number of possible locations that would 

have less impact on the landscape character and with robust mitigation could accommodate appropriate 

development. 
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 SITE ASSESSMENT AND PHOTOSHEETS 



1. CEMETERY 

 

 
 
 
 
Reflecting the typical character of cemeteries, this character type is small to medium scale and 
comprises a specific land use.  The character type within the study area is well maintained, with 
Bouncers Lane cemetery being designated as a Grade II Listed Registered Park and Garden.   
Mature tree stock and Listed buildings support the well maintained and high quality character of this 
character type. 
Boundaries are often mixed but generally formed by post and wire fencing and close board fencing.   
Located along the urban edge of Cheltenham, residential built form is often a visual influence of the 
areas, with views out towards the rising scarp slopes of the Cotswolds AONB also forming a visual 
influence. 
 



Landscape Character Type: Cemetery 
Landscape Character Area: Bouncers Lane Cemetery 
Site Ref: LCA 1.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
A small to medium scale, gently sloping site, rising slightly in topography towards the east 
Land Cover: 
Cemetery including mature tree planting, gardens of remembrance, a Church and a Crematorium 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development, particularly to the north of the site and commercial development to the west 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive views to the east looking out towards rising escarpment slopes, moderate to high tranquillity given the existing 
land use and the influence of the adjacent rural landscape character to the east 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, buildings, trees and ornamental planting 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Rare, given the Grade II Listed Park and Garden status 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Historic Cemetery with mature vegetation and views towards the rising escarpment slopes to the east. 
 
Designations: 
Western area of Cemetery is designated as a Grade II Listed Registered Park and Garden 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping landscape, rising slightly towards the east, with wide views towards the escarpment slopes to the east and 
northeast.  Comprising use as a Cemetery, the site is still in regular use.  The boundaries to the site are formed by a combination 
of mature hedges and trees, a number of fencing types and walls with railings. 
A small watercourse and associated mature vegetation is located along the north boundary to the site, along with a public right of 
way (CHP/16/1). 
 
Well vegetated boundaries define the site to the north and south.  The boundary to the east comprises a combination of mature 
hedgerow vegetation and open fence lines, allowing views out towards the rising slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east.   
The landscape to the east is rural in nature, including numerous woodland blocks.   
Given the above the overall Landscape Character is rated as high. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking east are medium distance and open, looking towards the rising Escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds 
AONB.  Views are restricted to middle distance only by the topography of the Escarpment slopes.    



 

  

Views of the lower slopes to the east are restricted in places by the mature vegetation along the eastern boundary of the 
Cemetery. 
Views to the north and west comprise principally of residential development, screened in places by mature boundary vegetation, 
associated with the urban edge of Cheltenham. 
Filtered views into the area are available from adjacent residential properties to the north of the site, along with elevated views 
looking into the site from the Cheltenham Circular Footpath to the east of the site. 
Given the above the overall Landscape Visual is rated as high. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along the northern boundary of the area (along Willowherb Close and Bramble Rise) 
- Residents along the southern boundary to the area (along Burma Avenue) 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way to the east of the area. 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, the views from the area looking east are open and take in the rising slopes of 
the Cotswolds AONB.  Overall the visual sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of 
well-maintained boundary vegetation, slightly rising topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties and 
The Cheltenham Circular footpath, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
Given the existing use as a Cemetery and the public open access (during opening hours), the area has high recreational value.  
The visual connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast and east of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The 
quality of the landscape elements are high, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition and mature tree stock 
throughout.  Given a large portion of the area is designated as a Registered Park and Garden, and taking into consideration the 
visibility of the site from local footpaths and the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is 
assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape  
 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint  

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 1.1 – Bouncers Lane Cemetery 

  
VP1. View looking east from the main entrance  VP2. View looking north from centre of area  

 

  
VP3. View looking north from centre of area  VP4. View looking east from east of area  

 

     
 VP5. View looking east from southwest edge of area VP6. View looking east from western edge of area         

 

                   

 

 

              

 

 



2. COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT 

 

 
 
 
Reflecting the typical character of allotments, this character type is small scale and comprises a 
specific land use with solely allotment use.  Boundaries are often mixed but generally formed by post 
and mesh wire fencing and close board fencing.  Numerous small structures are a common feature 
with sheds and greenhouses within the character type.   Footpaths are also a common feature, 
providing access both within the area or to the boundaries. 
 
 



Landscape Character Type: Community Allotments 
Landscape Character Area: Ryeworth Allotment 
Site Ref: LCA 2.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping topography rising to the northwest, small to medium scale site 
Land Cover: 
Land use comprises allotment use entirely, including numerous sheds and greenhouses  
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the south, southeast and west 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views of the elevated escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east, medium tranquillity given the influence of the 
adjacent rural landscape character to the north and northeast 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements comprising infrastructure associated with allotments such as sheds and greenhouses, well-tended 
allotment beds and mature hedgerow boundaries 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Small to medium scale allotments with mature boundary vegetation. 
 
Designations: 

- Allotments (Local Policy Designation) 
 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally flat landscape with medium distance views of the escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east.  
Comprising entirely allotment use, numerous sheds and greenhouses are present on site.  Boundaries are defined by mature 
vegetation and residential boundary fencing to the west, providing some sense of enclosure to the site.   
A footpath runs through the centre of the site on a northwest to southeast orientation, linking areas of residential housing that 
surround the site to the west, south and southeast. 
Given the above, the overall Landscape Character Sensitivity is rated as high. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site are generally contained by boundary vegetation and residential built development to the west, south and 
southeast.  Medium distance views looking towards the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB are available to the 
northeast, east and southeast and have a strong influence on the characteristics of the site.  Views into the area are available 
from residential properties to the south and west of the area, along with views by users of the footpath running through the 
centre of the area. 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents to the west along Ashley close 
- Residents to the south along Ryeworth Road 
- Footpath users along footpath ZCK/26/1 through the centre of the site 
- Footpath users along ZCK/6/5 to the east of the site. 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal, the views are generally contained, though with some medium distance views looking 
towards the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the northeast, east and southeast. In combination with the 
views available from adjacent residential properties and the footpath through the area, the overall visual sensitivity is assessed as 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties the overall 
landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
With the defined use of the area as allotments, along with the footpath that exists through the centre of the area, the area is 
considered to have moderate recreational value.  With the sloping topography of the landscape, the land is particularly visible 
from residential properties to the south of the area.  The visual connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the 
area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow 
boundaries in good condition.  Taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, the overall 
value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape  
 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint  

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 2.1 – Ryeworth Allotment 

        
VP1. View looking east, SE from west boundary of area         VP2. View looking east from centre of area  

 

        
VP3.  View looking east, southeast from centre of area        VP4. View looking southwest along southeast boundary 

 

          

VP5. View looking southwest along southern boundary         VP6. View looking northwest from southeast of area 

 

         

 

                               

 

 

 



Landscape Character Type: Community Allotments 
Landscape Character Area: Little Herbert’s Allotment 
Site Ref: LCA 2.2 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat topography, small scale site 
Land Cover: 
Land use comprises allotment use entirely, including numerous sheds and greenhouses  
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the south and west.  Cemetery located to the north and Playing fields to the east 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views of the elevated escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east, medium tranquillity given the influence of the 
adjacent landscape character 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements comprising infrastructure associated with allotments such as sheds and greenhouses, well-tended 
allotment beds and mature hedgerow boundaries 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Small scale allotments with mature boundary vegetation. 
 
Designations: 
- Allotments (Local Policy Designation) 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally flat landscape with medium distance views of the escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east.  
Comprising entirely allotment use, numerous sheds and greenhouses are present on site.  Boundaries are defined by mature 
vegetation and a combination of close board fencing and chain link fencing, providing some sense of enclosure to the site.   
A footpath runs along the northern boundary of the site, linking the playing fields to the east with the residential development to 
the west of the site. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site are generally contained by boundary vegetation and residential built development to the west and south.  
Medium distance views looking towards the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB are available to the northeast and 
east and have a strong influence on the characteristics of the site.  Views are available into the area by adjacent residential 
properties to the west and south, by users of the footpath along the northern boundary of the area and by users of the playing 
fields to the east of the area. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents to the west along Little Herbert’s Road 
- Residents to the south along Beeches Road 
- Footpath users along footpath ZCK/40/1 to the north of the site 
- Footpath users along ZCK/64/1 to the south of the site 
- Footpath users along ZCK/41/1 to the east of the site 
-       Users of The Beeches Playing Field to the east. 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, the area is visible by a number of receptors including residential, footpath and 
playing field users.  As such, the overall visual sensitivity is assessed as High. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall 
landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
With the numerous footpaths that exist adjacent to the character area, along with the use as allotment gardens, the area has high 
recreational value.  Given the proximity of adjacent residential properties overlooking the area, the area has an elevated visual 
sensitivity.  The visual connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The 
quality of the landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Taking into 
consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is 
assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Area: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 2.2 – Little Herbert’s Allotments 

   

VP1.  View looking west from eastern boundary of site     

 

     

 

 

         

 

                   

 

 

              

 

 

 



3. COMMUNITY OPEN SPACE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This character type encompasses community open space with use as playing fields and cricket 
grounds.  Reflecting the typical character of this character type is small to medium scale and 
comprises a specific land use.  The character type within the study area is well maintained, with open 
spaces   
Mature tree stock and Listed buildings support the well maintained and high quality character of this 
character type. 
Boundaries are often mixed but generally formed by post and wire fencing and close board fencing.   
Located along the urban edge of Cheltenham, residential built form is often a visual influence of the 
areas, with views out towards the rising scarp slopes of the Cotswolds AONB also forming a visual 
influence. 
 
 



Landscape Character Type: Community Open Space 
Site Name: Little Herbert’s Playing Fields 
Site Ref: LCA 3.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Open, medium to large scale area with flat topography  
Land Cover: 
Open large scale playing fields 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the north, west and south 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views to the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east, low to medium tranquillity given the influence of the 
adjacent urban landscape character to the west, south and north 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements comprising infrastructure associated with allotments such as sheds and greenhouses, well-tended 
allotment beds and mature hedgerow boundaries. 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Distinctive landscape character type, more commonly found along the urban edge associated with residential development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, large scale recreational playing fields 
 
Designations: 
- None 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally flat and open landscape comprising recreational playing fields land use.  
Boundaries are mixed and comprise a mix of fencing types and hedgerows, associated with the adjacent residential development.  
Allotment gardens to the west of the playing fields increase the vegetation levels in this direction and provide a sense of 
community land use.  Balcarras School located directly to the north of the site has a strong influence on the site and results in 
the playing fields being well used by the students of the school. 
Influence of the rural and wooded character of the adjacent pastoral land use to the east and the distant views of the rising 
escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the east. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking east look towards the rural and wooded slopes of the Cotswolds AONB are medium distance.  
Views to the north, west and south are restricted predominantly by the combination of flat topography and the adjacent 
residential development associated with the urban edge of Cheltenham. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along Balcarras Road to the northeast 
- Residents along Willow Road and Maple Drive to the south 
- Residents along Glymrose Road and Buckles Close to the north 
- Residents along Beeches Road 
- Users of the allotment gardens to the west 
- Staff and students of Balcarras School to the north of the site  
- Footpath users along Footpaths ZCK/41/1 and ZCK/64/1 to the west and south of the site respectively 
- Footpath users along Footpath ZCK/25/2 to the southeast of the site. 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, views are generally contained, except to the east where medium distance 
views across to the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB are available.  Views looking into the area are widely 
available by residents of the adjacent properties to the south, west and north and by users of the numerous footpaths in the area 
and by users of the playing fields.  The overall visual sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of boundary 
vegetation, flat topography and the land use as recreational playing fields, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 

Landscape Value: 
With the footpaths that exist nearby the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  Given the proximity of 
adjacent residential properties to the south of the area, visibility is elevated from these properties.  The visual connections with 
the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape elements are 
moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Taking into consideration the visibility of the site, the 
high recreational value and the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 3.1 – Little Herbert’s Playing Fields 

        

VP1.View looking north from SE of area      VP2.  View looking west from footpath ZCK/41/1 

 

  

VP3. View looking east from Footpath ZCK/41/1 VP4. View looking north Footpath ZCK/41/1   

 

           

   VP5. View looking east from Footpath ZCK/41/1 

 

                   

 

              

 

 

 



Landscape Character Type: Community Open Space 
Landscape Character Area: Pilley Playing Fields 
Site Ref: LCA 3.2 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat topography,  open and medium scale area  
Land Cover: 
Playing fields associated with Pilley school 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west, north and east 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Short distance views in all directions, limited by both residential development to the west, north and east and by strong 
vegetation and rising topography to the south.  Low to medium tranquillity given the influence of both the adjacent residential 
character and rural landscape character 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements comprising infrastructure associated with playing fields 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Distinctive landscape character type, more commonly found along the urban edge associated with residential development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium scale recreational playing fields character. 
 
Designations: 
- None 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A flat and open landscape comprising recreational playing field use associated with the Richard Pate School to the southwest.  
Boundaries types are mixed, with varied fence types to the north and west associated with residential development.  Strong 
vegetation boundaries are present to the east and south associate with footpath ZCK/51/3 to the east and the pasture land to 
the south.  Small woodland blocks and pasture on rising slopes (rising to the south) comprise the land use to the south.   

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site are generally contained due to the flat topography and the adjacent residential development and the well 
vegetated boundaries to the south and east.  Views are also shortened by the rising topography to the south and the small 
woodland blocks that exist on the rising slopes. 
Open views across the site currently exist for the properties along Tensing Road to the north and Hillary Road to the west. 
Views across the site are also available for users of the Richard Pate School.  Intermittent, glimpsed views across the site are 
available from footpath ZCK/51/3 to the east of the site, however these views are heavily restricted by the mature vegetation 
that exists along the footpath.  



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along Tensing Road to the north 
- Residents along Hillary road to the west 
- Users of the Richard Pate School 
- Footpath users along footpath ZCK/51/3 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, views looking across the area are widely available by adjacent residential 
properties.  However, views looking out, the area is generally contained by built development and boundary vegetation.  As such, 
the overall visual sensitivity of the area is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, flat topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties to the west, north 
and east, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
With the footpath that exists to the east of the area and the innate use as a recreational area, the area has moderate recreational 
value.  With the flat topography of the landscape and the overlooking residential properties to the north, east and west of the 
area, the area has high visibility.  The visual connections with the escarpment slopes to the south of the area are valuable 
perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries and 
residential fenced boundaries in predominantly good condition.  Taking into consideration the visibility of the site, the innate use 
as a recreational area and the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

Medium High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 3.2 – Pilley Playing Fields 

  

VP1. View looking north from footpath ZCK/51/3 VP2. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/51/3 

 

   

VP3. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/51/3 



Landscape Character Type: Community Open Space 
Landscape Character Area: Oakley Playing Fields 
Site Ref: LCA 3.3 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat and open topography, medium to large scale  
Land Cover: 
Playing fields associated with Oakley 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and south, Bouncer’s Lane Cemetery to the north 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the east, medium tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent rural landscape character to the 
east and the Cemetery to the north 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpaths, play equipment and boundary treatments 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Distinctive landscape character type, more commonly found along the urban edge associated with residential development 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium scale recreational playing fields. 
 
Designations: 
- None 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A flat and open landscape comprising recreational playing field use.  The site is located on rising topography, resulting in its 
slightly elevated location, however the site itself is flat.  Boundaries types are mixed, with varied fence types to the south and 
west associated with residential development.  Strong vegetation boundaries are present to the east associated with the rural 
land use.  Small woodland blocks and pasture on rising slopes (rising to the east) comprise the land use to the east. 
Demolition works are currently underway of the Government Offices to the south of the site, where works are visible from the 
playing fields. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the area are contained to the north and south by well vegetated boundaries associated with residential development 
and the Cemetery to the north.  Views to the west are elevated and look across residential development associated with the 
urban edge of Cheltenham.  Views to the east look towards the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB and the 
associated pasture and small woodland blocks. 
Open views across the site currently exist for the properties along Goodrich Road to the south and Kimberley and Salamanca 
Roads to the west. 



 

  

Views across the site are also available for users of the Cheltenham Circular Footpath to the east of the site, however these 
views are restricted in places by the intervening mature vegetation.  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along Salamanca road and Kimberley road to the west 
- Residents along Goodrich Road to the south 
- Users of the Cheltenham Circular Footpath to the east 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, views from the area are contained by boundary vegetation and residential 
development to the north and south, however views to the east and west take in elevated views across Cheltenham and towards 
the rising slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  Taking this into account, the overall visual sensitivity is assessed as High. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties and Harp Hill, 
the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
With the innate recreational use that comes with the playing fields land use, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the 
rising topography that the playing fields are situated on, the area is visible, particularly from the urban area of Cheltenham to the 
west.  The visual connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast and east of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  
The quality of the landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Taking into 
consideration the visibility of the site, the high recreational use and the generally good condition, the overall value of the 
landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
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Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 3.3 – Oakley Playing Fields 

       

VP1. View looking NE from SW corner of playing fields VP2. View looking east from southwest corner of playing fields  

 

       

VP3. View looking west from SE corner of playing fields VP4. View looking northwest from southeast corner of playing fields  

 

       

VP5. View looking NE from SE corner of playing fields VP6. View looking east from southeast corner of playing fields        

 



Landscape Character Type: Community Open Space 
Landscape Character Area: Battledown Cricket Ground and Playing Fields 
Site Ref: LCA 3.4 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat, small scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Currently utilised as a Cricket Ground and a Playing Field, the land cover comprises principally open grassland 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the north, Battledown Estate to the west and Ryeworth Allotment to the southwest 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views are generally contained by the surrounding mature well tree boundaries, moderate to high tranquillity given the influence 
of the adjacent rural landscape character to the east 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Flat, small to medium scale grassed recreational ground with mature vegetation to boundaries. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB to the southeast of the area.  Remainder of area not designated. 

 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally flat and gently sloping (to the southeast) and small to medium scale landscape with two key areas.  To the southeast 
the area comprises principally grass associated with the cricket ground land use including a small timber club house and with 
mature, well vegetated boundaries.  The Cricket ground falls within an area designated as the Cotswolds AONB.  To the 
northwest, the area comprises a medium scale flat area associated with paying fields, with open grassed land cover.  The 
boundary to the northwest is defined by mature trees beyond which residential development is located. 
Greenway Lane divides the playing fields and the Cricket Ground through the centre of the area and is lined on both sides with 
mature tree vegetation. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking southeast are generally filtered by intervening vegetation, though where views are available, they are 
medium distance, looking towards the elevated and wooded escarpment slopes within the Cotswolds AONB. 
Views to the north, west and south are contained by the mature well vegetated boundaries to the site. 
 



 

  

  Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents on Ashley Road 
- Visitors to the allotment gardens to the southwest 
- Road users along Greenway Lane 
-  
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, views are predominantly filtered and screened by mature boundary 
vegetation.  However, visual connections exist to the southeast to the rising slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  As such, the 
overall visual sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall 
landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national 
designation.  Given the nature of the community open spaces, the area has high recreational value.  With the gently sloping 
topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the south of the area.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the 
landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Given the LCA falls partially 
within a nationally recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good 
condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
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Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

Medium High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 3.4 – Battledown Cricket Ground and Playing Fields 

        

      

VP1. View looking southeast from west of area      VP2. View looking southeast from west of area 

 

 

VP3. View looking southeast from west of area 



4. ESCARPMENT 

 

 
 
 
 
The scarp slope of the Cotswolds forms a major landscape feature within the study area, particularly 
prevalent to the south and southeast.  It forms an abrupt face of Jurassic limestone and Lias clay 
rising in concave profile from the plain below, the slopes steepening towards the top edge.  In some 
areas outcrops of exposed rock occur.  The scarp face is outward looking, elevated and exposed.   
 
Land cover comprises principally rough pasture, scrubby moorland with bracken, broom and gorse.  
Small areas of native woodland towards the lower elevations of the escarpment. 
 
Settlement is very sparse throughout this character type, due to the steeply sloping topography.  A 
small number of individual farmstead properties occur. 
 
Roads within this character type are not a feature, however footpaths including the Cotswold Way 
National Trail are a common feature. 
 
 



Landscape Character Type: Escarpment 
Landscape Character Area: Hartley Hill Escarpment 
Site Ref: LCA 4.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and open, large scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Escarpment moorland and pasture farmland  
Influence of human activity: 
Distant views of residential built development to the north 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the north, high tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, gorse and escarpment moor 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, large scale, elevated pasture and moorland character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 
- Local Nature Reserve 
- Site of Special Scientific Interest 
- Cotswold Way National Trail 

 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site are wide and long distance panoramic, looking north across the built development of Cheltenham.  Views to 
the northeast take in the elevated hill ranges of the Cotswolds AONB to the northeast and east. 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An elevated and sloping landscape with wide and long distance panoramic views, particularly to the north.  Comprising principally 
open moorland and pasture with some grazing use, the landscape is generally open with areas of Gorse and Broom and small 
areas of woodland. 
The landscape is tranquil in nature given the rural context and the adjacent rural landscape character to the north and south and 
the lack of built features within the landscape character area itself. 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users of Cotswold Way National Trail 
- Residents of properties along Daisy Bank Road 
- Residents of Cheltenham (particularly those to the south and east) 
- Footpaths throughout Cheltenham Borough, particularly to the east and south of the Borough. 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium to large scale of the landscape character area, open 
characteristics, numerous footpaths including the Cotswold Way National Trail, sloping topography and open, expansive and 
panoramic views from the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the numerous footpaths that exist across the character area, including the Cotswold Way National Trail, the area has high 
recreational value.  With the sloping topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the 
north of the area.  The visual connections looking north across the urban form of Cheltenham and the escarpment slopes to the 
northeast of the area, these are considered to be valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape elements are high.  
Given the LCA falls within a nationally recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and 
the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 
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Value 

Overall 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 
LCT: 7. High Wold 
LCA: 7C – Cotswolds High Wold Plateau 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 4.1 – Hartley Hill Escarpment 

  

VP1. View looking northwest from the Cotswold Way VP2. View looking north, northwest from the Cotswold Way  

 

  

VP3. View looking northeast from the Cotswold Way VP4. View looking east from the Cotswold Way  

 

 

    

VP5. View looking north from the Cotswold Way VP6. View looking west from footpath ZCK/58/2 



Landscape Character Type: Escarpment 
Landscape Character Area: Ravensgate Hill Escarpment 
Site Ref: LCA 4.2 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and open, large scale topography. 
Land Cover: 
Escarpment moorland and pasture farmland. 
Influence of human activity: 
Distant views of residential built development to the north and northwest 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the north, high tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, gorse and escarpment moor. 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, large scale, elevated pasture and moorland character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 
- Cotswold Way National Trail 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An elevated and sloping landscape with wide and long distance panoramic views, particularly to the north.  Comprising principally 
open moorland and improved pasture with some grazing use, the landscape is generally open with areas of Gorse and Broom and 
small woodland copse.  The landscape is tranquil in nature given the rural context, the adjacent rural landscape character to the 
north and south and the lack of built features within the landscape character area itself. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site are wide and long distance panoramic views, looking north across the built development of Cheltenham. 
Views to the northeast take in the elevated hill ranges of the Cotswolds AONB to the northeast and east. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users of the Cotswold Way National Trail 
- Residents of properties along Daisy Bank Road 
- Residents of Cheltenham (particularly those to the south and east) 
- Footpaths throughout Cheltenham Borough, particularly to the east and south of the Borough. 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium to large scale of the landscape character area, open 
characteristics, a number of footpaths including the Cotswold Way National Trail, sloping topography and open, expansive and 
panoramic views from the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the various footpaths that exist across the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the sloping 
topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the south of the area.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the 
landscape elements are high.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration 
the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 
LCT: 7. High Wold 
LCA: 7C – Cotswolds High Wold Plateau 
 
LCT: 8. High Wold Valley 
LCA: 8C – Upper Churn Valley 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 4.2 – Ravensgate Hill Escarpment 

  

VP1. View looking south from footpath ZCK/62/1 VP2. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/62/1  

 

  

VP3. View looking south from footpath ZCK/62/1 VP4.  View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/62/1 

 

  
VP5. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/53/5 VP6.  View looking east from footpath ZCK/53/6 

          

 

                   

 

 

              

 



5. GOLF COURSE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflecting the typical character of golf courses, the character type is well maintained and exists on 
the rising slopes of the escarpment character type.  The boundaries are generally well vegetated with 
mature trees.  Access into the type is limited as under private usage, though adjacent local footpaths 
allow some visibility of the type. 
 



Landscape Character Type: Golf Course 
Landscape Character Area: Lilley Brook Golf Course 
Site Ref: LCA 5.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and undulating, open, medium scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Golf course with small scattered areas of woodland 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the north 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Open views to the north, medium to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent escarpment landscape character to the 
south 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements associated with the golf course including well maintained greens, bunkers, tree stock and 
boundaries 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Very distinctive within the study area 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium scale golf course character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally sloping and undulating landscape with elevated views to the north, looking across the urban edge of Cheltenham.  
Land use is defined by the Lilley Brook Golf Course.  The boundaries to the Golf course are very well vegetated with mature 
vegetation along the length of Sandy Lane to the west and riparian vegetation associated with Southfield Brook to the northwest 
and Lilley Brook to the east, along with Lilley grove, Jennings Grove and Mountains Knoll Woods to the east and south of the are 
respectively.  
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking south are contained by mature woodland and rising topography associated with Hartley Hill 
escarpment.  Views are also contained to the east and west due to mature woodland on both sides.  Views are available looking 
across the residential development associated with Cheltenham urban edge to the north, including an industrial estate and hotel 
immediately to the north. 
Views looking into the site are limited in places due to the surrounding vegetation, however views are available from residential 
properties to the north along Longway Avenue and Parkwood Grove and from local footpaths ZCK/58/1 and ZCK/52/1. 



 

  

Elevated views into the area are available from the Cotswold Way to the south, looking into the site from Hartley Hill / Charlton 
Kings Common. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along Longway avenue and Parkwood Grove to the north 
- Footpath users along Sandy Lane to the west 
- Footpath users along local footpaths ZCK/58/1 and ZCK/52/1 
- Footpath users along Cotswold Way National Trail to the south 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and long distance particularly towards the south of the 
area, with open views into the area by adjacent residential properties and footpath users, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity 
of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties and Harp Hill, 
the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the sole use of the area as recreational ground, the area has a high recreational and amenity value.  With the sloping 
topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the north of the area.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the east and south of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the 
landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly outgrown hedgerow and woodland boundaries in good condition.  Given 
the LCA falls within a nationally recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the 
generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 5.1 – Lilley Brook Golf Course 

  

VP1. View looking north from Hartley hill escarpment  VP2. View looking east from footpath Sandy Lane  

 

   

VP3. View looking east from Sandy Lane  VP4. View looking northeast from Sandy Lane 

 

      

VP5. View looking east from Sandy Lane  VP6. View looking west from the Cheltenham Park Hotel 



6. LOWER PASTURE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The lower pasture character type is located along the lowland area immediately adjacent to the 
eastern urban edge of Cheltenham.  Generally flat in nature, the lower pasture is located before the 
slopes begin to rise towards the east. 
 
Land cover comprises principally pasture, in varying degrees of condition.  Boundaries are generally in 
good condition and principally comprise hedgerows (some well maintained and some outgrown) and 
post and rail fencing. 
 
Settlement is very sparse throughout this character type.  A small number of individual farmstead 
properties occur. 
 
Roads within this character type are not common, although those that do exist align generally on an 
east to west orientation.  However local footpaths including the Cheltenham Circular Trail are a 
common feature. 
 



Landscape Character Type: Lower Pasture 
Landscape Character Area: Noverton Lower Pasture 
Site Ref: LCA 6.1 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat, small scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Pasture farmland with mature, well vegetated boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the north and Bouncers Lane Cemetery to the west 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the east, medium to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent rural landscape character 
to the east 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpaths and mature outgrown boundary vegetation and post and rail fencing 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Flat, small scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Local Green Space 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally flat and small scale landscape with comprising principally pastoral land use with mature, well vegetated boundaries.  
The boundary to the north is defined by mature riparian trees and vegetation associated with a water drain which runs along the 
northern boundary, beyond which residential development is located. 
To the west Bouncers Lane Cemetery is located, which currently has a fenced boundary along with mature outgrown hedgerow 
vegetation.  To the south, mature outgrown hedgerow vegetation also forms the boundary.  To the east, the boundary has a 
number of gaps, with a post and rail fence forming the key boundary treatment.   
The area appears to be well used by dog walkers accessing the land beyond to the east. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking east are open and medium distance, looking towards the elevated and wooded scarp slopes within 
the Cotswolds AONB. 
Views to the north, west and south are contained by the mature well vegetated boundaries to the site.   
Local footpath users have visibility into the area from footpath CHP/16/1 to the north and footpath ASM/90/2 to the east.  
Strong and mature well vegetated boundaries to the north limit views into the site from adjacent residential properties to the 
north. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents on Westwood Lane and Roberts Road to the north 
- Visitors to Bouncers Lane cemetery to the west 
- Local footpath users along footpath CHP/16/1 to the north and footpath ASM/90/2 to the east 
 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area to the east are expansive look towards the rising slopes of the Cotswolds 
AONB, with views in other direction being generally contained by boundary vegetation and fencing, resulting in an overall visual 
sensitivity of Medium. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of 
boundary vegetation and very gently sloping topography, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium 
 
Landscape Value: 
With the numerous footpaths that exist across the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the 
landscape elements is moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.   The area is known locally as the 
Alan Robson Memorial Field, and was acquired by the local Parish Council in 1976.  The area has been left as a natural open 
space with public access for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside.  Taking into consideration the high levels of community use 
by local dog walkers and the generally good condition, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

Medium Medium  MEDIUM High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Overall, 6.1 has been assessed as having a major overall landscape constraint and a low overall landscape capacity. However, 
through professional judgement, it is considered that some development within this character area could be permissible and 
therefore, planning principles for this character area have been developed.   
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Area: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 



 

 

 

  

Landscape Character Type: Lower Pasture 
Landscape Character Area: Noverton Lower Pasture 
Site Ref: LCA 6.1 
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Landscape Principles Plan: 

 
Principles for development: 
The adjacent cemetery, surrounding settled residential context to the north, and lack of commercial or industrial development 
indicates that if development were to be considered in this location, residential development would be the most appropriate. 
With the flat topography of the area, the strong existing boundary vegetation and the local context of residential housing, it is 
recommended that should development be considered here, one of the key suggestions would be to retain the existing strong 
boundary vegetation.   
Provision of well-established and thoughtful boundary planting, particularly to the west of the area to ensure views into the site 
from the adjacent Cemetery are not compromised. 
 
Site Integration: 
Fields and boundaries are comprised of a combination of timber post and rail fencing and mature hedgerow vegetation.  
Improvement to the existing fencing infrastructure and gapping up of existing hedgerow and planted boundaries is recommended. 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 6.1 – Noverton Lower Pasture 

  

VP1. View looking south from north of area  VP2. View looking southeast from east of area 

 

   

VP3. View looking north from southeast of area  VP4. View looking northeast from centre of area  

 

   

VP5. View looking southeast from NW corner of area VP6. View looking north from northwest corner of area   
     

 



Landscape Character Type: Lower Pasture 
Landscape Character Area: Ham Lower Pasture 
Site Ref: LCA 6.2 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping with a uniform fall from east to west with lower ground at the south west 
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland including mature well treed boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and southwest 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide views to the south, medium to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent rural landscape character 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpath trails, post and rail fencing and tree stock 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally moderate quality. Some signs of degradation with post and rail boundary fencing in poor state of repair and moderate 
levels of hedgerow management evident 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, small to medium scale pastoral landscape character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally gently sloping area, more flat towards the northwest of the site and sloping more towards the south.  Comprising 
principally pastoral land use with small to medium scale fields defined primarily by mature hedgerow and post and rail fencing. 
A watercourse drain forms the boundary to the south of the area, along which mature vegetation exists. 
Boundaries throughout the area comprise a combination of post and rail fencing (in generally poor condition), along with mature 
tree planting, gappy hedgerow planting and ornamental shrub planting associated with residential boundaries. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views are generally filtered and screened in places looking into and out of the area by boundary vegetation, however this 
vegetation is gappy in places and allows views into and out of the area at intermittent points. 
Views from the area looking south are elevated and look across the River Chelt Valley and the rooftops of the urban edge of 
Cheltenham, towards the escarpment slopes of Hartley Hill and Wistley Hill to the south. 
A number of residential properties are located along the boundaries of the area and consequently have views into the area, 
particularly properties along the southwest, northwest and northern boundaries. 



 

Views looking from the north of the area are slightly more contained, given the flatter topography, with views looking east 
towards the escarpment slopes of Ham Hill available. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along northern boundary of site (Glenfall Way)  
- Residents along western boundary of site (Hartlebury Way) 
- Residents along New Lane 
- Road users along Glenfall Way to the north of the area 
- Footpath users along ZCK/24/2 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
Views from the site are contained in places by mature boundary vegetation and adjacent residential development.  However 
views looking south from the elevated position of the area look towards the rising escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  
Views into the area are available from adjacent residential properties, surrounding footpaths and by road users along Glenfall 
Way road to the north, resulting in an overall assessed visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, given the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels 
of boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties and Glenfall Way, the 
overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium 

Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated Cotswolds AONB, which is a national landscape designation.  With the 
numerous footpaths that exist within and nearby the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the sloping 
topography, particularly to the south of the area, the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the south of the 
area.  The visual connections with the escarpment slopes to the south of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of 
the landscape elements are moderate, however degraded in places such as the post and rail fencing to the north of the area and 
the poorly managed hedgerow boundaries.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally recognised AONB designation, the overall 
value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. However it is noted there are elements of degraded landscape that 
may reduce this value slightly. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
The Landscape Capacity for the Landscape Character Area as a whole is assessed to be LOW OVERALL.  However it is noted 
that there are areas within the study area which are slightly more degraded, more visually contained and less accessible by Public 
Rights of Way and therefore have a slightly reduced landscape value.  The area to the northwest of the character area comprises 
flat topography, is located adjacent to a school and is visually contained by surrounding vegetation.  It is therefore considered 
that this location, as marked by the grey shading has a slightly reduced landscape value and therefore the assessed landscape 
capacity for residential, or other forms of built development is slightly increased. Note:  this only applies to the grey area at the 
top of Glenfall Way. 

Should the identified area within the landscape character area be considered for development, the following sheet assesses the 
potential planning principles with regard to landscape and visual matters. 
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
NCA 107: Cotswolds 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



 

  

Landscape Character Type: Lower Pasture 
Landscape Character Area: Ham Lower Pasture 
Site Ref: LCA 6.2 
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Landscape Principles Plan: 

 
Principles for development: 
The surrounding settled residential context and lack of commercial or industrial development, indicates that if development were 
to be considered in this location, residential development would be the most appropriate. 
Given the flat topography of the northwest corner of the landscape character area and the slight visual containment this affords, 
the existing boundary vegetation and the local context of residential housing, it is considered that should development be 
considered here, this location would be the most visually contained and have some mitigation potential given the existing newly 
planted area to the south-western part of the character area. 
Provision of well-established and thoughtful boundary planting would be essential, particularly to the south and east of the area 
to ensure long distance views into the site are not compromised.  Improved boundary planting adjacent to the school to the 
northwest edge and along Glenfall Way is also recommended. 
 
Site Integration: 
Fields and boundaries are comprised of a combination of timber post and rail fencing and mature hedgerow vegetation.  
Improvement to the existing fencing infrastructure and gapping up of existing hedgerow and planted boundaries is recommended. 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 6.2 – Ham Lower Pasture 

  

VP1. View looking northwest from footpath ZCK/24/2  VP2. View looking northeast from footpath ZCK/24/2 

 

   

VP3. View looking south from footpath ZCK/24/2 VP4. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/24/2  

 

   

VP5. View looking north from footpath ZCK/24/2 VP6. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/24/2 



Landscape Character Type: Lower Pasture 
Landscape Character Area: Greenway Lower Pasture 
Site Ref: LCA 6.3 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping with a uniform fall from east to west with lower ground at the north west.  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland including mature well treed boundaries. 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and southwest and southeast. 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views looking across the narrow valley to the west, medium to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent pastoral 
landscape character to the northwest. 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpath and post and wire fences 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally moderate quality. Field boundaries in good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, small to medium scale pastoral landscape character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally gently sloping area, more flat towards the southeast of the area and sloping more towards the northwest.  
Comprising principally pastoral land use with small to medium scale fields defined primarily by mature hedgerow and post and 
wire fencing. 
A watercourse (Ham Brook) forms the boundary to the northwest of the area, along which mature riparian vegetation exists. 
Boundaries throughout the area comprise a combination of post and rail fencing (in generally good condition), along with mature 
tree planting, hedgerow planting and ornamental shrub planting associated with residential boundaries. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views are generally filtered looking into and out of the area by boundary vegetation and riparian vegetation associated with Ham 
Brook to the west, resulting in a predominantly visually contained area. 
A number of residential properties are located along the boundaries of the area and consequently have views into the area, 
particularly properties along the south, southeast and northeast boundaries. 
A footpath runs through the area, resulting in open views across the area by footpath users. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along southwest boundary of site (Ham Close) 
- Residents along southeast boundary of site (Ham Road) 
- Residents along northeast boundary of site (Ham Lane) 
- Footpath users along ZCK/6A/1 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal, views are generally well contained, however direct views into the area are available 
from adjacent residential properties and from the footpath that exists within the area, resulting in an overall assessment of High 
visual sensitivity. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, given the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels 
of boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall landscape 
sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated Cotswolds AONB, which is a national landscape designation.  With the 
numerous footpaths that exist within and nearby the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  The area is visible 
from surrounding residential properties to the south, east and northeast.  The visual connections with the rising slopes 
associated with the escarpments to the east of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape elements 
are moderate to high with boundary treatments in generally good condition.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally recognised 
AONB designation, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  

Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
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Overall 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 

Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
NCA 107: Cotswolds 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 6.3 – Greenway Lower Pasture 

      

       

VP1. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/6A/1 VP2. View looking south from footpath ZCK/6A/1   

 

              

  

VP3. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/6A/1 VP4. View looking northwest from footpath ZCK/6A/1 

 

 

  

VP5. View looking northwest from footpath ZCK/6A/1 VP6. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/6A/1 

 



7. PASTURE SLOPES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The pasture slopes character type is located along the rising slopes from the urban edge of 
Cheltenham to the west of the study area, upwards to the east of the study area, where the slopes 
rise to meet the escarpment character type. 
 
Land cover comprises principally pasture, in varying degrees of condition.  Boundaries are generally in 
good condition and principally comprise hedgerows (some well maintained and some outgrown) and 
post and rail fencing. 
 
Settlement is very sparse throughout this character type, principally due to the sloping topography.  A 
small number of individual farmstead properties occur. 
 
Roads within this character type are not common, although those that do exist align generally on an 
east to west orientation.  However local footpaths including the Cheltenham Circular Trail are a 
common feature. 
 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Oakley Farm Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping topography with small to medium scale landscape  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland including mature hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the north, west and south 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the north, medium to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent landscape character 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including hedgerow and post and rail boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally high quality pasture with mature parkland setting trees and well maintained hedgerow boundaries 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, small to medium scale landscape. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A sloping landscape with open and expansive views particularly looking out to the northwest, north and northeast.  Comprising 
principally of pastoral land use with small to medium scale fields.    
Boundaries are formed by mature, well maintained hedgerows in the main, however post and wire fencing is also evident to the 
western boundary of the area.   
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking northwest, north and northeast are long distance and open, looking across Cheltenham and the 
escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the northeast. 
Views are generally uninterrupted with the exception of intermittent mature boundary trees within boundary hedgerows. 
Residential development to the south of the area sits atop elevated topography and as such allows expansive views across the 
landscape character area.  To the north of the area, more recent housing development exists, which looks directly across the 
northwest corner of the area.  To the northeast of the area, a parcel of land previously used as Government Offices is in the 
process of being demolished, with planning permission granted for the construction of further residential properties, which will 
overlook the landscape character area. 



 

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along northern boundary of site (along Pillowell Close and Brockweir Road) 
- Residents along western boundary of site (along Wessex Drive) 
- Residents along the southern boundary of the area (along Harp Hill) 
- Footpath users along the path that runs the western boundary of the area (ZCH/86/1) 
-  
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties and Harp Hill, 
the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the numerous footpaths that exist across the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the sloping 
topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the south of the area.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the northeast of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the 
landscape elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Given the LCA falls within a 
nationally recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, 
the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.1 – Oakley Farm Pasture Slopes 

  

VP1. View looking southwest from north of area.  VP2. View looking north from south of area  

 

  

VP3. View looking northeast from southeast of area VP4. View looking east along Harp Hill from south of area 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Hewlett’s Reservoir  
Site Ref: LCA 7.2 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat and medium scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Pasture land associated with Hewlett’s Reservoir 
Influence of human activity: 
Demolition works associated with the Government Offices currently underway to the north of the area.  Residential properties 
to south of area 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the north, moderate to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent rural landscape 
character 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally moderate quality.  Security boundary fencing and associated disruption form adjacent demolitions result in a diminished 
quality to the east of the area 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, small to medium scale landscape character. 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A predominantly flat site, currently under use as a Reservoir.  Grass slopes follow the embankment lines associated with the 
reservoir and combination of brick walls, security chain link fencing and wall with railing forms the boundary to the area.  A small 
area of deciduous woodland lies to the south of the site. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
The area is generally very well contained and views into it are restricted particularly to the east through embankment landform 
and security fencing.  Views into the area are possible from the southwest, looking in from Harp Hill road. However moving 
along the road to the east, views into the area are restricted and screened by the intervening woodland block in the south of the 
area.  One public right of way exists in proximity to the area, running along the east boundary (footpath ZCH/85/1).  However 
views into the area are screened by embankment landform.  It is anticipated that the views from the area out to the surrounding 
landscape would be restricted to the south by the woodland block, filtered and screened by security fencing looking towards the 
north.  However, given the elevated nature of the area, views would be expansive and panoramic looking across the escarpment 
slopes of the AONB to the northeast and Cheltenham to the northwest, should the security fencing not screen the view. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the footpath to the east boundary (ZCH/85/1) 
- Road users along Aggs Hill to the south. 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and long distance, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
Although the area is located within the Cotswolds AONB designation, given the current land use as a reservoir and the 
inaccessibility to the site by publically accessible routes, the landscape sensitivity of the landscape character area is assessed as 
Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a 
national designation as represents a high value landscape.  There are few visual receptors in proximity to the area and the area 
has limited recreational value.  However the land use as a reservoir has inherent value in it and as such the overall landscape 
value is assessed as High.  

Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.2 – Hewlett’s Reservoir Pasture Slopes 

  

VP1.  View looking east, northeast from south of area  VP2. View looking north from south of area  

  

VP3. View looking north, northeast from south of area VP4. View looking northeast from south of area 

  

VP5. View looking north, northeast from SE of area VP6. View looking southwest from southeast corner of area 

   

VP7. View looking east along southern boundary of area VP8. View looking southeast from southwest corner of area 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Oakley Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.3 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Bouncers Lane Cemetery to the northwest, Playing Fields to the west, demolition of Government offices to the southwest 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality well maintained elements including footpaths and hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Moderate quality with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
- Local Green Space 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The area is well used by dog walkers as represented by the Local Green Space designation.   
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs through the area on a generally north to south orientation. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way  
- Residents along the eastern edge of Cheltenham, east of Hale’s Road 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and long distance, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, residential properties to the west of 
the area and from the Oakley Playing Fields, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium.  
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The area is 
regularly used by walkers, particularly on the Cheltenham Circular Way and the area is further designated as a Local Green 
Space, reflecting this use.  The overall landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
7.3 has been assessed as having a major overall landscape constraint and a low overall landscape capacity. However, through 
professional judgement, it is considered that some development within this character area could be permissible and therefore, 
planning principles for this character area have been developed. 
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



 

 

  

Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Oakley Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.3 
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Landscape Principles Plan: 

 
Principles for development: 
The surrounding settled residential context and lack of commercial or industrial development indicates that if development were 
to be considered in this location, residential development would be the most appropriate. 
Given the increased visibility of the area further to the east and the increased value to the land in the east attributed due to the 
Cotswolds AONB designation.  Should development be considered in the landscape character area, the area to the west of the 
landscape character area is visually more contained and has more mitigation potential than the area to the east.  The eastern 
edge to this parcel of land is offset at a suitable distance from the National Trail, fits in with the landform / contours / topography 
and would include mature trees within its boundary edge.   
Provision of well-established and thoughtful boundary planting would be recommended, particularly to the western boundary of 
the area to ensure long distance views looking out of and into the site from visual receptors on the eastern urban edge of 
Cheltenham are not compromised.   
 
Site Integration: 
The existing structure of field boundaries is strong and it is recommended this is improved upon through further structure 
planting with hedgerow and tree planting. 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.3 – Oakley Pasture Slopes 

  

VP1. View looking north from southwest of area  VP2. View looking northeast from southwest of area 

  

VP3. View looking east from southwest corner of area VP4. View looking south from west of area 

  

VP5. View looking north from west of area  VP6. View looking northeast from west of area 

  

VP7. View looking west from centre of area  VP8. View looking southeast from south of area 

 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Northfield Farm Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.4 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Elevated and undulating landform that slopes down to the west  
Land Cover: 
Medium to large scale pastoral farmland with post and rail and hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Farmed landscape with little other influence of human activity aside from the property of Northfield Farm 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the west, medium to high tranquillity  
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, gorse and escarpment moor 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive, of high quality and very good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium to large scale pastoral character 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, and sloping pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and wire fencing and 
hedgerows.  Medium to large scale, the area is largely unsettled, with only one farmhouse located on the slopes (Northfield 
Farm).  Mature individual trees exist throughout the fields and represent a characteristic of the landscape character area. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are long distance and open, looking towards and across the built form of Cheltenham and to 
the landscape beyond.  To the south and southwest, open and panoramic views take in the elevated and undulating escarpment 
slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  Views to the north are contained by mature woodland that follows the route of the Aggs Hill 
road oriented east to west leading up the slopes. 
 

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/8/4; ZCK/12/1 and ASM/91/1) 
- Residents of Northfield Farm 
- Road users along Aggs Hill road 
 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises open pastoral farmed slopes, leading down to the west to the 
urban edge of Cheltenham.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural landscape character areas and boundaries throughout 
the character area are defined with high quality drystone walls and hedgerow boundaries.  Overall, the sensitivity of the 
landscape is considered to be High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers with numerous 
footpaths and little settlement in the area aside from Northfield Farm which is a Listed building.  Views to the west are open, 
long distance and panoramic taking in high quality views.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape 
character area is assessed as High. 

Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
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Overall 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.4 – Northfield Farm Pasture Slopes 

     

VP1. View looking south from north of area   VP2. View looking southwest from north of area 

     

VP3. View looking southwest, west from north of the area VP4. View looking west from north of the area 

     

VP5. View looking southwest, west from north of area         VP6. View looking east from west of area  

      

VP7. View looking southeast from west of area VP8. View looking south from west of area 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Ham Hill South Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.5 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Elevated and undulating landform that slopes to the west  
Land Cover: 
Medium scale pastoral farmland with post and rail and hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Farmed landscape with little other influence of human activity 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the west, medium to high tranquillity  
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpaths and hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive, of high quality and very good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and rail fences 
and hedgerows.  Medium scale, the area is largely unsettled, with no properties within the area itself.  Mature individual trees 
exist throughout the fields and represent a characteristic of the landscape character area.   

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are long distance and open, looking towards and across the built form of Cheltenham and to 
the landscape beyond.  To the south and southwest, open and panoramic views take in the elevated and undulating escarpment 
slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  Views to the north are contained by mature woodland that follows the route of the Aggs Hill 
road oriented east to west leading up the slopes. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/21/1; ZCK/22/1 and ZCK/12/2) 
- Residents of Ham Hill North 
- Road users along Ham Road 
 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises open pastoral farmed slopes, leading down to the west to the 
urban edge of Cheltenham.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural landscape character areas and boundaries throughout 
the character area are defined with high quality drystone walls and hedgerow boundaries.  Overall, the sensitivity of the 
landscape is considered to be High. 

Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers with numerous 
footpaths and little settlement in the area aside from Ham Hill South.  Views to the west are open, long distance and panoramic 
taking in high quality views.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 

Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
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Landscape 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.5 – Ham Hill Pasture Slopes 

   

   

VP1. View looking southwest from northwest of area VP2. View looking west from northwest of area 

 

  

VP3. View looking west from north of area  VP4. View looking south from east of area 

 

    

VP5. View looking north from east of area  VP6. View looking east from east of area 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Dowdeswell Woods Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.6 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Elevated and undulating landform that slopes to the west  
Land Cover: 
Small to medium scale pastoral farmland with post and rail, hedgerow and woodland boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Farmed landscape with little other influence of human activity 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the southwest, moderate to high tranquillity  
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails and hedgerows 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive, of high quality and very good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, small to medium scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB  

 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and rail fencing, 
hedgerows and woodland associated with Dodeswell Wood to the east.  Small to medium scale, the area is largely unsettled, 
with only one farmhouse located on the slopes (Colgate Farm).   

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking southwest are long distance and open, looking towards and across the built form of Cheltenham and 
to the landscape beyond.  To the south and southwest, open and panoramic views take in the elevated and undulating 
escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  Views to the north are contained by mature woodland and rising topography. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/20/3, ZCK/20/4, ZCK/16/1 and ZCK/15/1) 
- Residents of Colgate Farm 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises open pastoral farmed slopes, leading down to the southwest to 
the urban edge of Cheltenham.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural landscape character areas and boundaries 
throughout the character area are defined with post and rail fencing and hedgerow boundaries.  Overall, the sensitivity of the 
landscape is considered to be High. 

Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers with numerous 
footpaths and no settlement within the landscape character area itself.  Views to the west are open, long distance and panoramic 
taking in high quality views.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.6 – Dowdeswell Woods Pasture Slopes 

      

  

VP1. View looking east from centre of area  VP2. View looking southeast from centre of area 

 

  

VP3.  View looking south, southeast from centre of area VP4. View looking southeast from northeast of area 

 

  

VP5.  View looking southwest from northeast of area VP6. View looking west from northeast of area 

 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Ravensgate Hill Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.7 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Elevated and undulating landform that slopes down to the north  
Land Cover: 
Medium to large scale arable farmland with post and rail and hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Farmed landscape with little other influence of human activity 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the north, moderate to high tranquillity  
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpaths, post and rail fences and hedgerows 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive, of high quality and very good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium to large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and rail fencing 
and hedgerows.  Medium to large scale, the area is largely unsettled.  A number of footpaths bisect the area including The 
Cotswold Way National Trail. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking north and northeast are long distance and open, looking towards and across the built form of 
Cheltenham and to the landscape beyond.  To the south and southwest, open and panoramic views take in the elevated and 
undulating escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.   
 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/53/6, ZCK/61/1 and KDO/24/1) 
- Residents of California Farm 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Way to the south of the area 
 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises open pastoral farmed slopes, leading down to the west to the 
urban edge of Cheltenham.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural landscape character areas and boundaries throughout 
the character area are defined with post and rail fencing and hedgerow boundaries.  Overall, the sensitivity of the landscape is 
considered to be High. 

Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers with numerous 
footpaths and little settlement in the area.  Views to the north are open, medium to long distance and elevated taking in high 
quality views.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 

Landscape Capacity: 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.7 – Ravensgate Hill Pasture Slopes 

 

   

  

VP1. View looking west from south of area  VP2. View looking northwest from south of area 

 

  

VP3. View looking north from south of area  VP4. View looking northeast from south of area 

 

 

VP5. View looking east from south of area 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Lineover Wood Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.8 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Elevated and undulating landform that slopes to the west  
Land Cover: 
Medium to large scale pastoral farmland with post and rail and hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Farmed landscape with little other influence of human activity aside from two farming properties (Old Dole Farm and California 
Farm) 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the north and northwest, medium to high tranquillity  
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath, post and rail fencing and hedgerows 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive, of high quality and very good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium to large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed principally with post and rail fencing and 
hedgerows.  Medium to large scale, the area is largely unsettled, with only two farmhouses located on the slopes (Old Dole Farm 
and California Farm).  Small copses of deciduous tree exist throughout the area.  A pylon line bisects the landscape on a 
northeast to south orientation.  
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking north are long distance and open, looking towards the sloping landscape beyond.  To the north and 
northeast, open and panoramic views take in the elevated and undulating escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.   



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/62/1) 
- Residents of Old Dole Farm and California Farm 

 
Visual Sensitivity; 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises open pastoral farmed slopes, leading down to the west to the 
urban edge of Cheltenham.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural landscape character areas and boundaries throughout 
the character area are defined with high quality drystone walls and hedgerow boundaries.  Overall, the sensitivity of the 
landscape is considered to be High. 

Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers with a footpath running 
through the centre of the area and little settlement in the area aside from Dole Farm and California Farm.  Views to the north 
are open, long distance and panoramic taking in high quality views.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the 
landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.8 – Lineover Wood Pasture Slopes 

 

  

VP1. View looking east from north of the area  VP2. View looking north from footpath ZCK/62/1 

 

  

VP3. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/62/1 VP4. View looking south from footpath ZCK/62/1 

  

VP5. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/62/1 VP6. View looking west from footpath ZCK/62/1  

 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Charlton Kings Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.9 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and open, medium scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Pasture farmland with post and wire and mature outgrown and gappy hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and south 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide views to the south and southeast, medium tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent rural landscape character to the 
east 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpath and outgrown and gappy hedgerows and post and wire fencing 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium scale pasture and arable character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally sloping and open landscape with wide views and medium distance skylines particularly to the south.  Comprising 
principally of agricultural land use with pasture field uses, including some small to medium scale pastoral fields associated with 
domestic use to the west.  River Chelt and associated riparian woodland to the west of the area and small stream to north of 
site with associated riparian vegetation. 
Ham Villa Farm is located within the area and introduces a somewhat degraded character to the vicinity of the property due to 
numerous agricultural related detritus.  However, the property is well screened from the remainder of the area with a 
combination of mature vegetation and topography. 
Field boundaries generally comprise post and wire fencing with mature, outgrown hedgerows, which has gaps in places. 
 



 

  

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking southeast are long distance and open, looking towards the rising slopes of Ham Hill South and 
Ravensgate Hill.  Views looking west are elevated and look across the rooftops of residential development on the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  Views looking north look towards a pasture field on rising topography with intervening mature vegetation which 
allows glimpsed views beyond, but more generally restricts views.  Views looking east are restricted by rising topography. 
Views looking into the site area available from residents to the west of the site, particularly along Chase Avenue, where the 
elevated nature of the landscape character area results in it being very visible from these properties.  Numerous footpaths exist 
within the landscape character area itself and surrounding it, resulting in accessibility of views from local footpath users.   
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along western boundary of site (Chase Avenue) 
- Residents along northwest boundary of site (Hartlebury Way) 
- Footpath users along local footpaths within the site (ZCK/24/2, SCK/23/1, ZCK/20/1) 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are elevated, looking across the urban edge of Cheltenham.  With a 
number of footpaths within the area and views from adjacent residential properties with open views looking into the area, the 
overall visual sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of 
mature boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall 
landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the numerous footpaths that exist across the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the sloping 
topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the west of the area.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the east of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape 
elements are moderate (low in places however with moderate visual screening), with predominantly mature outgrown hedgerow 
boundaries with some post and wire fences present.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally recognised AONB designation, and 
taking into consideration the visibility of the site, the overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.9 – Charlton Kings Pasture Slopes 

  

VP1. View looking south from footpath ZCK/24/2 VP2. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/24/2  

 

  

VP 3. View looking west from footpath ZCK/24/2 VP 4. View looking northwest from footpath ZCK/24/2 

 

  

VP 5. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/23/1 VP 6. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/23/1 

 



Landscape Character Type: Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Wellinghill House Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 7.10 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and open, medium scale topography 
Land Cover: 
Small to medium scale pasture farmland with well maintained hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Some residential and commercial development to the south of the area 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the south, medium to high tranquillity given the influence of the adjacent rural landscape 
character 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpaths and hedgerows 
Distinctive landscape character types: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, large scale arable character. 
 
Designations:  
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally sloping and open landscape with wide views and medium distance skylines particularly to the south.  Comprising 
principally agricultural land use with improved pasture and arable field uses.  River Chelt and associated riparian woodland to the 
south of the area. 
Field boundaries generally comprise mature well maintained hedgerows with some intermittent trees. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking south and southeast are long distance and open, looking towards the rising slopes of Ravensgate Hill.  
Views looking west are elevated and look across pasture and woodland landscape on sloping topography.  Views looking north 
look towards an elevated mature deciduous woodland which contains views beyond. 
Views looking into the area available from residents to the south of the site, particularly along the A40.  A number of footpaths 
exist within the landscape character area itself and surrounding it, resulting in accessibility of views from local footpath users.   



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents along the A40, particularly on the rising slopes to the south (The Bungalow and Redwood) 
- Footpath users (ZCK/16/3, ZCK/17/1 and ZCK/16/2) 
- Road users along the A40 

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area look towards the escarpment slopes of the Cotswolds AONB to the 
south of the area, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties to the south, 
the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the footpaths that exist across the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  The sloping topography of the 
landscape results in the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the south of the area.  The visual connections 
with the escarpment slopes to the northeast and south of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape 
elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally 
recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, the overall 
value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 7.10 – Wellinghill House Pasture Slopes 

 

  
VP1. View looking north from footpath ZCK/18/3 VP2. View looking northeast from footpath ZCK/18/3  

 

  

VP3. View looking south from footpath ZCK/17/1 VP4. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/17/1  

 

      

VP5. View looking west from footpath ZCK/17/1  VP6. View looking west from footpath ZCK/17/1 



8. SETTLED LOWLANDS 

 

 
 
 
 
The settled lowlands character type is located both throughout the study area, principally closer to 
the urban edge of Cheltenham.  The land on which the type is located is more generally flatter 
topography enabling the settlement of it, however it is sloping in places. 
 
Land cover comprises a combination of ornamental planting associated with the property curtilages 
and 
 
Settlement is commonplace throughout this character type and generally comprises detached 
properties with associated garden spaces and mature garden vegetation. 
 
 



Landscape Character Type: Settled Lowlands 
Landscape Character Area: Ham Settled Lowlands 
Site Ref: LCA 8.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and rolling topography 
Land Cover: 
Pastoral landscape, well vegetated along the boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and south. 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views are contained by topography and vegetation, with medium to high tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality well maintained elements including footpaths, post and rail fencing and hedgerows 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Enclosed, small to medium scale settled pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and rail fencing 
and hedgerows.  Small to medium scale, the area is settled with detached properties with large associated curtilages.   
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking south are filtered by intervening vegetation and medium distance, looking towards the rising slopes 
of Ham Hill.  Views to the north, east and west are short distance and contained by mature well treed and vegetated boundaries 
and residential development. 
Footpath users and residents of the properties within the area will have open views looking throughout the area. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/13/1) 
- Residents of properties along Ham Road including Ham Farm and Glenfall Farm 
- Road users along Ham Road 
 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views within the area are generally contained by mature vegetation and topography, however local 
views by footpath users and residents within the area are available throughout the area.  As such, the overall landscape sensitivity 
of the area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises enclosed pastoral farmed slopes.  The area is encompassed by 
surrounding rural, settled landscape character areas and boundaries throughout the character area are defined with high quality 
hedgerow boundaries and post and rail fencing.  Overall, the sensitivity of the landscape is considered to be High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally residents of properties and recreational 
viewers on footpaths through the area.  Filtered views to the east are available looking towards the elevated escarpment slopes 
associated with Ham Hill.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 8.1 – Ham Settled Lowlands 

  
VP1. View looking southwest from centre of area VP2. View looking southeast from north of area 

     

 

  

VP3. View looking southeast from centre of area  VP4. View looking northwest from centre of area 



Landscape Character Type: Settled Lowlands 
Landscape Character Area: Coxhome Farm Settled Lowlands 
Site Ref: LCA 8.2 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and rolling topography 
Land Cover: 
Pastoral landscape, well vegetated along the boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the north and south. 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views are contained by topography and vegetation, including the busy London Road through the centre of the area, with medium 
overall tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpaths, roads, residential and commercial properties and a pylon line to the east of the 
area. 
Summary of Condition: 
The overall condition of the area is good, however declines slightly in the vicinity of the busy London Road and associated with 
the commercial development to the north of the road 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Enclosed, small to medium scale settled pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 
 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed principally with post and rail fencing and 
hedgerows.  Small to medium scale, the area is settled with detached properties with large associated curtilages.   

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking south are filtered by intervening vegetation and medium distance, looking towards the rising slopes 
of Ham Hill South to the north and of Wistley Hill to the south.  Views to the east and west are short distance and contained by 
mature well treed and vegetated boundaries and residential development. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/62/1) 
- Residents of properties along London Road including Coxhome Farm 
- Road users along London Road 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are a combination of medium distance looking towards the adjacent hills 
of Ham Hill South and Wistley Hill to the north and south respectively, and short distance, contained by the mature vegetation 
associated with the built development, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of Medium. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises enclosed pastoral farmed slopes.  The area is encompassed by 
surrounding rural, settled landscape character areas and boundaries throughout the character area are defined with high quality 
hedgerow boundaries and post and rail fencing.  Overall, the sensitivity of the landscape is considered to be Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally residents of the properties in the area and 
recreational viewers on footpaths through the area.  Filtered views to the south are available looking towards the elevated 
escarpment slopes associated with Wistley Hill.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is 
assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
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Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
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Overall 
Landscape 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

Medium Medium  MEDIUM High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 8.2 – Coxhome Farm Settled Lowlands 

  

VP1.View looking west, northwest from east of area VP2. View looking east, southeast from east of area 

 

  

VP3. View looking southeast from centre of area  VP4. View looking east from centre of area 

 

  

VP5. View looking north from centre of area  VP6. View looking north, northeast from west of area 



Landscape Character Type: Settled Lowlands 
Landscape Character Area: Daisybank Settled Lowlands 
Site Ref: LCA 8.3 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and rolling topography 
Land Cover: 
Pastoral landscape, well vegetated along the boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and south. 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views are contained by topography and vegetation, with moderate to high tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including footpath trails and residential boundary treatments 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Enclosed, small to medium scale pastoral character. 
 

Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and rail fencing 
and hedgerows.  Small to medium scale, the area is settled with detached properties with large associated curtilages.   

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking north are elevated, open and long distance looking across the pastoral landscape towards the 
southern edge of the built form of Cheltenham.  Views to the northeast are long distance look towards the rising slopes of the 
Cotswolds AONB hills to the east of the area. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/56/2) 
- Residents of properties along Daisybank Road 
- Road users along Daisybank Road 
- Footpath users along the Cotswold Way to the south of the area 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises residential properties located on Daisybank Road on the 
northern slopes of Hartley Hill.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural, settled landscape character areas and boundaries 
throughout the character area are defined with high quality hedgerow boundaries and post and rail fencing.  Overall, the 
sensitivity of the landscape is considered to be High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers on footpaths through 
the area.  Open elevated views to the north are available looking towards the southern urban edge of Cheltenham and towards 
the hill slopes to the north east.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as 
High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Landscape 
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Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 

Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 8.3 – Daisybank Settled Lowlands 

   

  

VP1. View looking northwest from the Cotswold Way VP2. View looking north from the Cotswold Way   
     

 

  

VP3. View looking north, NE from the Cotswold Way VP4. View looking northeast from the Cotswold Way 



Landscape Character Type: Settled Lowlands 
Landscape Character Area: Lilley Brook Settled Lowlands 
Site Ref: LCA 8.4 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Flat and sloping topography 
Land Cover: 
Settled landscape, well vegetated along the boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and north. 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views are contained by topography and vegetation, with medium tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, gorse and escarpment moor 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive and becoming more rare, given the pressure placed on the landscape by development. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Enclosed, small to medium scale settled pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A settled and predominantly enclosed pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with post and rail 
fencing and hedgerows.  Small to medium scale, the area is settled with detached properties with large associated curtilages along 
with a large hotel (Cheltenham Park Hotel).   
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking east are filtered by intervening vegetation and medium distance, looking towards the rising slopes of 
Wistley Hill.  Views to the north, west and east are short distance and contained by mature well treed and vegetated boundaries 
and residential development. 
 

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (Cheltenham Circular Footpath) 
- Residents of properties along Little Herbert’s Road 
- Road users along Little Herbert’s Road and Cirencester Road 
 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area looking west and southwest towards the escarpment slopes of Wistley 
Hill and local views within the area from residents of the detached properties, road users of the Little Herbert’s Road and 
Cirencester Road and footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular footpath, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises enclosed settled pastoral farmed lowland.  The area is 
encompassed by surrounding rural, settled landscape character areas and boundaries throughout the character area are defined 
with high quality hedgerow boundaries and post and rail fencing.  Overall, the sensitivity of the landscape is considered to be 
High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers on footpaths through 
the area.  Filtered views to the south are available looking towards the elevated escarpment slopes associated with Wistley Hill.  
Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 8.4 – Lilley Brook Settled Lowlands 

 

  

VP1. View looking west from the east of the area  VP2. View looking north along Little Herbert’s Road 

          

  

VP3. View looking southeast along Cirencester Road VP4. View looking southeast along Little Herbert’s Road 

 

  

VP5. View looking NW towards Cheltenham Park Hotel VP6. View looking southeast from Cirencester road 



Landscape Character Type: Settled Lowlands 
Landscape Character Area: Battledown Settled Lowlands 
Site Ref: LCA 8.5 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping and rolling topography 
Land Cover: 
Pastoral landscape, well vegetated along the boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and south. 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Views are contained by topography and vegetation, with medium to high tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, gorse and escarpment moor 
Quality and Condition: 
Medium to high quality, with majority of elements in good condition. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Enclosed, small to medium scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed principally by post and rail fencing and 
hedgerows.  Small to medium scale, with detached properties with large associated curtilages.  Mature individual trees exist 
throughout the fields and represent a characteristic of the landscape character area.   
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking south are filtered by intervening vegetation and medium distance, looking towards the rising slopes 
of Ham Hill North.  Views to the north, east and west are short distance and contained by mature well treed and vegetated 
boundaries and residential development. 
Views into the area are available from the adjacent residential development to the north, the footpath through the centre of the 
area and road users along Greenway Lane to the south of the area. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area (ZCK/3/1) 
- Residents of properties along Ashley Road 
- Road users along Greenway Lane to the south of the area 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are expansive and panoramic, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises enclosed pastoral farmed slopes.  The area is encompassed by 
surrounding rural, settled landscape character areas and boundaries throughout the character area are defined with high quality 
hedgerow boundaries and post and rail fencing.  Overall, the sensitivity of the landscape is considered to be High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers on footpaths through 
the area.  Filtered views to the east are available looking towards the elevated escarpment slopes associated with Ham Hill 
North.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 8.5 – Battledown Settled Lowlands 

   

VP1.View looking south from north of area  VP2. View looking southwest from north of area 

 

   

VP3. View looking west, northwest from north of area VP4. View looking east, southeast from north of area 

 

   

VP5. View looking northwest from north of area 



9. UPLAND FARMLAND 

 

 
 
 
 
The upland farmed slopes are medium to large scale and land use principally comprises arable 
agricultural use.  Associated with the higher elevations of the escarpment slopes character type, the 
topography is generally gently sloping, becoming flatter towards the east.   
Boundaries are formed by a combination of drystone walls and post and rail fencing.  Vegetation is 
sparse and features predominantly as linear bands of trees along roadsides. 
 



Landscape Character Type: Upland Farmland 
Landscape Character Area: Colgate Upland Farmland 
Site Ref: LCA 9.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Elevated and undulating landform that slopes to the west  
Land Cover: 
Large scale arable farmland with drystone wall, post and rail and hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Farmed landscape with little other influence of human activity 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Wide, expansive open views to the west, moderate to high tranquillity  
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including footpath trails, drystone wall and hedgerow boundaries. 
Quality and Condition: 
Very distinctive, of high quality and very good condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 
- Cotswold Way National Trail 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
An open, sloping and undulating pastoral landscape with well-defined boundaries formed by principally with dry stone walls and 
hedgerows.  Large scale, the area is unsettled.  The Cotswold Way National Trail passes through the northeast corner of the 
area. 
  
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are long distance and open, looking towards and across the built form of Cheltenham and to 
the landscape beyond.  To the south and southwest, open and panoramic views take in the elevated and undulating escarpment 
slopes of the Cotswolds AONB.  Views to the southwest are contained by mature woodland that follows the contours of the 
hill. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users throughout the area, along the Cotswold Way National Trail and footpath ZCK/8/4 
- Road users along Aggs Hill road and Ham Road 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, the views looking from the area are generally open and long distance, 
resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
The area is located within the Cotswolds AONB and comprises open pastoral farmed slopes, leading down to the west to the 
urban edge of Cheltenham.  The area is encompassed by surrounding rural landscape character areas and boundaries throughout 
the character area are defined with high quality drystone walls and hedgerow boundaries.  Overall, the sensitivity of the 
landscape is considered to be High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation and 
represents a high value landscape.  Visual receptors in the area comprise principally recreational viewers with numerous 
footpaths and little settlement in the area aside from Northfield Farm which is a Listed building.  Views to the west are open, 
long distance and panoramic taking in high quality views.  Taking these attributes into account, the value of the landscape 
character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 

Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
 
LCT: 7. High Wold 
LCA: 7C – Cotswolds High Wold Plateau 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 9.1 – Colgate Upland Farmland 

 

  

VP1. View looking northeast from north of area  VP2. View looking southwest from north of area 

 

  

VP3. View looking west from centre of area  VP4. View looking south along Cotswold Way National Trail 

 

  

VP5. Views looking southwest from south of area VP6. Views looking south from south of area 



10. WOODED PASTURE SLOPES 

 

 
 
 
 
The pasture slopes character type is located along the rising slopes from the urban edge of 
Cheltenham to the west of the study area, upwards to the east of the study area, where the slopes 
rise to meet the escarpment character type. 
 
Land cover comprises principally pasture, in varying degrees of condition.  Boundaries are generally in 
good condition and principally comprise hedgerows (some well maintained and some outgrown) and 
post and rail fencing.  A number of small to medium sized copses of woodland exist throughout the 
character type, along with mature riparian vegetation alongside water courses and mature field 
boundaries. 
 
Settlement is very sparse throughout this character type, principally due to the sloping topography.  A 
small number of individual farmstead properties occur. 
 
Roads within this character type are not common, although those that do exist align generally on an 
east to west orientation.  However local footpaths including the Cheltenham Circular Trail are a 
common feature. 
 
 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: The Hewlett’s Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.1 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Bouncer’s Lane Cemetery to the northwest, Playing Fields to the west, demolition of Government offices to the west 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries and woodlands. 
Quality and Condition: 
Moderate quality with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising principally 
pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature outgrown 
hedgerows and trees. 
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs to the west of the area on a generally north to south orientation. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation and woodland, however 
where gaps in the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban 
edge of Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way  
- Residents of Hewlett’s Lower farm and The Hewlett’s 
- Road users along Agg’s Hill Road 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, residential properties within the area and road 
users along the southern boundary of the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The overall 
landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.1 – The Hewlett’s Wooded Pasture Slopes 

 

        

VP1. View looking northeast from southwest of area VP2. View looking east from southwest of area    

    

     

VP3. View looking southeast from west of area  VP4. View looking east, northeast from southwest of area  



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Glenfall House Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.2 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Bouncer’s Lane Cemetery to the northwest, Playing Fields to the west, demolition of Government offices to the southwest 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes.  High 
tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries and woodlands. 
Quality and Condition: 
Moderate quality with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees.  
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs to the west of the area on a generally north to south orientation. 
Glenfall House and the associated grounds form a distinct parkland setting within the area.  
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist across the slopes. 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way  
- Residents along the eastern edge of Cheltenham 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the visual issues appraisal above, the views looking from the area are expansive, elevated and long distance, 
resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, and from residential properties to the west of 
the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The overall 
landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.2 – Glenfall House Wooded Pasture Slopes   
  

        

VP1. View looking west, NW from southeast of area VP2. View looking north, NE from southeast of area 

        

VP3. View looking north from south of area  VP4. View looking west from southwest of area 

        

VP5. View looking north from centre of area  VP6. View looking northeast from centre of area 

       

VP7. View looking southeast from centre of area  VP8. View looking north from centre of area 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Ham Farm Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.3 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland including mature well vegetated hedgerow boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Ham Farm to the west, Ham Hill Road to the north 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes. High levels 
of tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Medium quality with well vegetated boundaries  
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along ZCK/21/1 and ZCK/22/1  
- Residents along the eastern edge of Cheltenham, east of Hale’s Road 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the public rights of way network, residential properties to the west 
of the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The overall 
landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.3 – Ham Farm Wooded Pasture Slopes 

 

    

VP1. View looking southwest from north of area  VP2. View looking west from east of area 

 

       

VP3. View looking southwest from east of area  VP4. View looking northeast from east of area 

  

      

 VP5. View looking northwest from north of area  VP6. View looking northwest from north of area 

 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Ham Hill South Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.4 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Ham Hill South and Ham Hill North, Colgate Farm and Upper Colgate Farm, Ham Hill Road 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes.  High 
tranquillity. 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries and woodlands 
Quality and Condition: 
Moderate quality with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally wooded pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with 
mature outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs south and east of the area on a generally north to south and east west orientation. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way  
- Residents along the eastern edge of Cheltenham 
- Road users along Ham Hill Road 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way and residential properties within the area, the 
overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes. The overall 
landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
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Resulting 
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High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.4 – Ham Hill Wooded Pasture Slopes 

 

     

VP1. View looking west from north of area  VP2. View looking south from north of area 

 

    

VP3. View looking east from west of area  VP4. View looking southeast from southwest of area 

 

          

VP5. View looking east from southwest of area 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Colgate Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.5 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Agricultural landscape, with little other human influence present 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium to High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries and woodland 
Quality and Condition: 
Medium to high condition with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs through the area on a generally northeast to southwest orientation. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way  
- Residents along the eastern edge of Cheltenham 
- Footpaths ZCK/18/2, ZCK/18/1, ZCK/16/2 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, the overall landscape sensitivity is 
assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The area is 
regularly used by walkers, particularly on the Cheltenham Circular Way.  The overall landscape value is assessed as High, with 
higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.5 – Colgate Wooded Pasture Slopes 

  

VP1.View looking east from south of area  VP2. View looking south from centre of area 

 

  

VP3. View looking east, southeast from centre of area VP4. View looking east from centre of area 

 

   

VP5. View looking northeast from north of area  VP6. View looking south from north of area 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Pilley Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.6 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Pilley High School to north, Lilley Brook golf course to east 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the north, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes. Medium 
tranquillity 
Quality and Condition: 
Medium condition with well vegetated outgrown boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the south, up towards the escarpment slopes to the south.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The area is well used by dog walkers as represented by the Local Green Space designation.   
Numerous footpaths run through the area on a number of orientations. 

Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west and east are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation.  Wide, elevated 
views looking across the landscape to the north take in views across the urban edge of Cheltenham.  
Views to the south look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views due to topography.   
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users within the area (ZCH/93/1, ZCH/93/2, ZCH/94/1, ZCH/95/2) 
- Residents along the southern edge of Cheltenham in the vicinity of the Pilley area 

Visual Sensitivity: 
Given the sloping topography and the resulting elevated views looking across the urban edge of Cheltenham, the visual sensitivity 
is assessed as High. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the numerous public rights of way, residential properties to the 
south of the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a 
national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character area, 
the visibility of the area increases further to the south.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The area is 
regularly used by walkers with numerous footpaths bisecting the area.  The area is further designated as a Local Green Space, 
reflecting this use.  The overall landscape value is assessed as High, with value increasing towards further towards the south of 
the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.6 – Pilley Wooded Pasture Slopes 

   

VP1. View looking south, southwest from south of area VP2. View looking north from south of area 

 

   

VP3. View looking north, northeast, from centre of area VP4. View looking northeast from centre of area 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Timbercombe Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.7 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Medium scale sloping and rolling landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Cheltenham urban edge to the north, disused quarry to the south 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the north, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east, south and west towards the surrounding 
escarpment slopes. High levels of tranquillity. 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Medium to high condition with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium scale pastoral character with numerous woodland blocks. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the south, up towards the escarpment slopes of Wistley Hill.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs through the area on a generally north to south orientation. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 
 



 

  

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way  
- Residents along the southern edge of Cheltenham and along Cirencester Road 
- Road users along Cirencester Road 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, residential properties to the south of 
the area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a 
national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character area, 
the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field parcels 
within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The area is regularly 
used by walkers, particularly on the Cheltenham Circular Way.  The overall landscape value is assessed as High, with higher 
value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.7 – Timbercombe Wooded Pasture Slopes 

   

VP1. View looking southeast from north of area  VP2. View looking south from north of area 

 

   

VP3. View looking south from centre of area  VP4. View looking southwest from centre of area 

 

   

VP5. View looking southeast from centre of area  VP6. View looking southwest from centre of area 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Wistley Hill Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.8 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Disused Quarry 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the north, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes.  Medium to 
High tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Medium to High condition with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
- Cotswold Way National Trail 

 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs through the north of the area on a generally east to west orientation and the Cotswolds 
Way is located to the south of the area on a generally east to west orientation. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are contained in places by the mature outgrown boundary vegetation, however where gaps in 
the vegetation allow, wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the west take in views across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist 
across the slopes. 



 

  

 

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way and Cotswold Way 
- Residents along the southern edge of Cheltenham and Cirencester Road 
- Road users along Cirencester Road 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, the overall landscape sensitivity is 
assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower western elevations of the slopes.  The area is 
regularly used by walkers, particularly on the Cheltenham Circular Way and Cotswold Way.  The overall landscape value is 
assessed as High, with higher value assigned further east in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
Constraint 

Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 

Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.8 – Wistley Hill Wooded Pasture Slopes 

  

       

VP1. View looking west from Cirencester road  VP2. View looking northwest from Cirencester road    

       

VP3. View looking south along Cirencester road  VP4. View looking southeast from Cirencester road 

        

VP5. View looking south from footpath ZCK/58/3 VP6. View looking north from footpath ZCK/58/3 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Ravensgate Hill Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.9 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Limited influence of human activity 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the west, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes.  High levels 
of tranquillity. 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Moderate quality with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the west, up towards the escarpment slopes associated with Wistley Hill.  
Comprising principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated 
with mature outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The Cheltenham Circular Footpath runs to the southwest of the area. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are predominantly contained by the rising topography, however views to the north east are 
open, elevated and long distance. 
Views to the south look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist. 
 
Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way and footpath ZCK/53/4 
- Residents along the southern edge of Cheltenham 



 

  

Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where topography allows, are open, elevated and long distance, resulting 
in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the Cheltenham Circular Way, the overall landscape sensitivity is 
assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls partially within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which 
is a national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character 
area, the visibility of the area increases further to the east.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower eastern elevations of the slopes.  The overall 
landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further west in the area associated with the rising topography. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Overall 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

Landscape 
Value 

Overall 
Landscape 
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Resulting 
Landscape 
Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.9 – Ravensgate Hill Wooded Pasture Slopes 

       

        

VP1. View looking northwest from footpath ZCK/53/4 VP2. View looking north from footpath ZCK/53/4 

 

       

VP3. View looking east from footpath ZCK/53/4  VP4. View looking south from footpath ZCK/53/4 

       

VP5. View looking southwest from footpath ZCK/53/4 VP6. View looking west from footpath ZCK/53/4 



Landscape Character Type: Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Southfield Manor Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.10 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Gently sloping medium scale landform  
Land Cover: 
Pastoral farmland and scrub including mature well vegetated hedgerow and tree boundaries 
Influence of human activity: 
Limited human influence aside from farming landscape 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Elevated views to the north, looking over Cheltenham urban edge, views to the east towards the escarpment slopes.  High 
tranquillity 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Moderate quality with well vegetated boundaries and open scrub and pasture land 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Open, medium large scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 

- Cotswolds AONB 
 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A gently sloping area, rising more steeply towards the east, up towards the escarpment slopes to the east.  Comprising 
principally pastoral and scrub land use, the boundaries to the area and the field parcels within it are well vegetated with mature 
outgrown hedgerows and trees. 
The Cotswold Way National Trail runs to the south of the area. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Overall the area has limited access with no roads or public footpaths present within the area itself.  Views from the site looking 
south are restricted by the steeply rising topography, resulting in wide elevated views looking across the landscape to the north, 
taking in views across the urban edge of south Cheltenham.  
Views to the east look towards the rising slopes of the escarpment slopes, restricting views.  Views along the slopes to the 
northeast allow further distance views, looking across the slopes and the numerous woodland blocks and copses that exist. 
 



 

Key Visual Receptors: 
- Footpath users along the Cotswold Way  
- Residents along the southern edge of Cheltenham 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation and topography allow, are elevated and medium to 
long distance, particularly when looking north towards the urban edges of Cheltenham, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of 
High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the medium scale landscape, high levels of mature boundary vegetation, 
sloping topography and views into and out of the area from the Public Rights of Way, residential properties to the north of the 
area, the overall landscape sensitivity is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a 
national designation and represents a high value landscape.  With the elevated and sloping nature of the landscape character area, 
the visibility of the area increases further to the south.  Mature hedgerows and trees that form the boundaries to the field 
parcels within the landscape character area screen views in places from the lower northern elevations of the slopes.  The overall 
landscape value is assessed as High, with higher value assigned further south in the area. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
 
 

Visual 
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Landscape 
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Sensitivity 
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Resulting 
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Capacity 

High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further References: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.10 – Southfield Manor Wooded Pasture Slopes 

 

        

VP1. View looking south from north of area  VP2. View looking southwest from north of area 

 

  

VP3.View south from north of area   VP4. View looking south from north of area 

        

 VP5. View looking southwest from centre of area VP6. View looking west from centre of area 



Landscape Character Type:  Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Greenway Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.11 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping small to medium scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Pasture farmland with mature, well vegetated boundaries and small woodland to the north 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and south 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Contained views due to the varied topography and well vegetated boundaries.  Medium levels of tranquillity due to the road 
through the centre of the area. 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium to High quality well maintained elements including footpaths, post and rail fencing and hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally medium condition.  Moderate levels of hedgerow management evident. 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Gently sloping, small to medium scale pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally sloping and small to medium scale landscape with comprising principally agricultural land use with mature, well 
vegetated boundaries.  The boundary to the north is defined by mature trees and vegetation in particular, a small woodland block 
in the north corner. 
To the west, residential properties associated with Battledown and the historic landscape associated with Battledown Manor. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking east are open and medium distance, looking towards the elevated and wooded escarpment slopes 
within the Cotswolds AONB. 
Views to the north, west and south are generally contained by the mature well vegetated boundaries to the site.   
Local footpath users have visibility into the area from the numerous footpaths throughout the area. 
 



 

  

  Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents to the west of the area associated with Battledown 
- Local footpath users along footpaths ZCK/6/1, ZCK/4/1, ZCK/5/1 and ZCK/6/2 throughout the area 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open and medium distance, particularly 
when looking southeast towards the scarp slopes, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall 
landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the numerous footpaths that exist across the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the east of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape 
elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally 
recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, the overall 
value of the landscape character area is assessed as High.  
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.11 – Greenway Wooded Pasture Slopes 

        

       

VP1. View looking south from footpath ZCK/4/1  VP2. View looking southeast from footpath ZCK/4/1 

       

VP3. View looking southwest from south of area  VP4. View looking northeast from south of area 

       

VP5. View looking northwest from south of area  VP6. View looking northwest towards Greenway Cottage 



Landscape Character Type:  Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Wellinghill Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.12 
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Site Location Plan:

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping small to medium scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Pasture farmland with mature, well vegetated boundaries  
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west  
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Contained views to the east due to rising topography, more open and medium distance views to the west.  Medium tranquillity. 
Summary of individual elements: 
Medium quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally medium condition.   
Overall character of the landscape: 
Sloping, small to medium scale arable and pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 
 
Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally sloping and small to medium scale landscape with comprising principally agricultural land use with mature, well 
vegetated boundaries, particularly to the southwest of the area where the River Chelt forms the boundary.   
To the west, residential properties associated with Charlton Kings area of Cheltenham. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking west are open and medium distance, looking towards the elevated and wooded escarpment slopes 
within the Cotswolds AONB. 
Views to the north and east are generally contained by the rising topography.   
Local footpath users have visibility into the area from the numerous footpaths particularly north of the area, and footpaths within 
the area, particularly to the south. 
 



 

  

  Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents within the area in Detmore House and Wellinghill House 
- Residents to the west of the area associated with Charlton Kings 
- Local footpath users along footpaths ZCK/18/3, ZCK/18/2 and ZCK/17/1 throughout the area 
 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area, where vegetation allows, are open, elevated and medium to long 
distance, resulting in an overall visual sensitivity of High. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of 
boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall landscape 
sensitivity is assessed as Medium. 
 
Landscape value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the footpaths that exist within the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the sloping topography 
of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the west of the area.  The visual connections with 
the escarpment slopes to the southwest of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape elements are 
mediu,, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in moderate condition.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally recognised 
AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally moderate to good condition, the 
overall value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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High Medium HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.12 – Wellinghill Wooded Pasture Slopes 

 

       

VP1. View looking northeast from south of area  VP2. View looking east, northeast from south of area 

 

       

VP3. View looking northeast from footpath ZCK/18/3 VP4. View looking east from footpath ZCK/18/3 

 

     

VP5. View looking northeast from footpath ZCK/18/2 VP6. View looking north from footpath ZCK/18/2 



Landscape Character Type:  Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Little Herbert’s Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.13 
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Site Location Plan: 

 
Landscape Issues: 
Physical Influences: 
Sloping small to medium scale topography  
Land Cover: 
Pasture farmland with mature, well vegetated boundaries and small woodland to the north 
Influence of human activity: 
Residential built development to the west and north 
Aesthetic and perceptual aspects: 
Combination of contained views due to the varied topography and well vegetated boundaries and landscape, open in places 
where vegetation allows. Medium to High tranquillity. 
Summary of individual elements: 
High quality well maintained elements including hedgerow boundaries 
Quality and Condition: 
Generally moderate condition 
Overall character of the landscape: 
Sloping, small to medium scale arable and pastoral character. 
 
Designations: 
- Cotswolds AONB 

Landscape Character Appraisal: 
A generally sloping and small to medium scale landscape with comprising principally agricultural land use with mature, well 
vegetated boundaries.  The boundary to the north is defined by mature trees and vegetation in particular, a small woodland block 
in the southwest corner.  A number of individual examples of mature tree stock throughout the area contribute to the character. 
To the north, residential development associated with the urban edges of Cheltenham. 
 
Visual Issues Appraisal: 
Views from the site looking south are restricted by the rising topography associated with the scarp slopes to the south. 
Views to the north of the area are contained to some extent by existing vegetation, however views become more open and long 
distance towards the south of the area associated with the rising topography, looking north across the urban edge of 
Cheltenham.   
Local footpath users have visibility into the area from the Cheltenham Circular footpath to the west of the area and from 
footpath ZCK/53/4 and footpath ZCK/25/2 which run through the area. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Key Visual Receptors: 
- Residents to the north of the area associated with Little Herbert’s 
- Footpath users along the Cheltenham Circular Way 
- Local footpath users along footpaths ZCK/53/4 and ZCK/25/2 throughout the area 

 
Visual Sensitivity: 
As summarised above, the views looking from the area are a combination of contained towards the north of the area and, where 
vegetation allows, open, elevated and medium to long distance towards the south of the area, resulting in an overall visual 
sensitivity of Medium. 
 
Landscape Character Sensitivity: 
As summarised in the landscape character appraisal, the small to medium scale of the landscape character area, high levels of well 
maintained boundary vegetation, sloping topography and views into the area from adjacent residential properties, the overall 
landscape sensitivity is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Value: 
The landscape character area falls within the designated area known as the Cotswolds AONB, which is a national designation.  
With the footpaths that exist within and nearby the character area, the area has moderate recreational value.  With the sloping 
topography of the landscape the land is particularly visible from residential properties to the north of the area.  The visual 
connections with the escarpment slopes to the south of the area are valuable perceptual aspects.  The quality of the landscape 
elements are moderate, with predominantly hedgerow boundaries in good condition.  Given the LCA falls within a nationally 
recognised AONB designation, and taking into consideration the visibility of the site and the generally good condition, the overall 
value of the landscape character area is assessed as High. 
 
Landscape Capacity: 
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Resulting 
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Medium High HIGH High MAJOR 
OVERALL 

LOW 
OVERALL 

 
10.13 has been assessed as having a major overall landscape constraint and a low overall landscape capacity. However, through 
professional judgement, it is considered that some development within this character area could be permissible and therefore, 
planning principles for this character area have been developed. 
 
Please refer to section 2 of the main report for the description of the methodology used. 
 
Further references: 
National Landscape Character Areas: 
NCA 106: Severn and Avon Vales 
 
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment: 
LCT: 2. Escarpment 
LCA: 2D – Cooper’s Hill to Winchcombe 
 



 

 

  

Landscape Character Type: Wooded Farmed Slopes 
Landscape Character Area: Little Herbert’s  Wooded Pasture Slopes 
Site Ref: LCA 10.13 
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Landscape Principles Plan: 

 
Principles for development: 
The surrounding settled residential context, and lack of commercial or industrial development indicates that if development were 
to be considered in this location, residential development would be the most appropriate. 
Given the flat topography of the northwest corner of the landscape character area and the slight visual containment this affords, 
the existing boundary vegetation and the local context of residential housing, it is considered that should development be 
considered here, this location would be the most visually contained and have some mitigation potential.   
Provision of well-established and thoughtful boundary planting would be essential, particularly to the south and east of the area 
to ensure long distance views into the site are not compromised.   
 
Site Integration: 
Fields and boundaries are comprised of a combination of timber post and rail fencing and mature hedgerow vegetation.  
Improvement to the existing fencing infrastructure and gapping up of existing hedgerow and planted boundaries is recommended. 
 



PHOTO SHEET FOR SITE LCA 10.13 – Little Herbert’s Wooded Pasture Slopes 

  

VP1. View looking north from north of area  VP2. View looking east from centre of area 

 

  

VP3. View looking southwest from centre of area VP4. View looking south from north of area 

 

  

VP5. View looking southwest from north of area  VP6. View looking northeast from northeast corner of area 



APPENDIX A 

 

EXAMPLE FIELD SHEET 
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FIGURES 
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An exploration of current thinking about landscape 

sensitivity and landscape capacity, to stimulate debate 

and encourage the development of common approaches.



1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Countryside Agency has recently published a report [1] that looks forward to the way that the country-
side might evolve up to the year 2020. It makes it clear that change in English rural landscapes is inevitable in the
next 20 years, as a result of a variety of social and economic forces, including food production, housing needs, trans-
port issues, and energy requirements. At the same time the Agency published the results of a public opinion survey
suggesting that 91% of English people want to keep the countryside exactly as it is today. Clearly the two are not
compatible and hard decisions are inevitably required about how the many different demands that society makes on
the land can be accommodated while also retaining the aspects of the environment that we place such high value on.
Although there have been no exactly parallel studies of future landscapes in Scotland and of attitudes to them, the
recent report on change in Scotland's rural environment [2] shows that similar issues also arise there. Indeed
Scotland has been at the forefront of efforts to consider the capacity of Scotland's landscapes to accommodate
change of various types.

1.2 In both England and Scotland, Landscape Character Assessment is being widely employed as a tool to help guide
decisions about the allocation and management of land for different types of development. It is being used particu-
larly to contribute to sensitivity or capacity studies dealing with the ability of the landscape to accommodate new
housing, wind turbines and other forms of renewable energy, and new woodlands and forests, as well as locally signifi-
cant types of development such as, for example, aquaculture schemes in Scotland. Work of this type inevitably
involves consideration of the sensitivity of different types and areas of landscape and of their capacity to accommo-
date change and development of particular types. If carried out effectively, Landscape Character Assessment can, in
these circumstances, make an important contribution to finding solutions that allow essential development to take
place while at the same time helping to maintain the diverse character and valued qualities of the countryside.
Making decisions based on sensitivity and capacity is a difficult and challenging area of work and also one that is
developing rapidly as more and more studies of this type are carried out. The terms themselves are difficult to define
accurately in a way that would be widely accepted.

1.3 This Topic Paper provides an overview of current thinking about landscape sensitivity and landscape capacity in
terms of both the concepts involved and the practical techniques that are being used. It is not intended to provide a
definitive method for assessing sensitivity and capacity but rather to help those involved in such work by setting out
some of the key principles, clarifying some of the issues, helping with definitions of key terms and providing examples
of the approaches that are currently being used. In this way the intention is to encourage greater transparency in the
thinking applied to these issues and to promote consistency and rigour in such work. The content of the paper is
based on a workshop involving a small group of practitioners involved in work of this type and review of a small
selection of recent studies. It was not the intention, and nor were the resources available, to carry out a compre-
hensive review of published reports or work in progress in this area, or a wide ranging consultation exercise.

2. WHAT EXISTING GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS SAY ABOUT SENSITIVITY AND 
CAPACITY
2.1 The topic of landscape sensitivity and capacity proved one of the most difficult to deal with in the main
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) guidance. This was due to both the new and rapidly developing nature of
much of this work and also to the great variation in the approaches being applied and the terminology being used. In
addition there were some concerns about the need for compatibility with the definitions of sensitivity being devel-
oped in the separate 'Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment' [3] which was due to be published at
the same time. As a result the published version of the LCA guidance omitted specific reference to landscape sensi-
tivity and instead contained only a few short paragraphs on the topic of landscape capacity on the basis that the
issues would be dealt with more fully in a later Topic Paper. For convenience, the current wording of the LCA
guidance is summarised in Box 1.
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2.2 The published Guidelines on Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment [3] tackle the subject of sensitivity at
some length, but do not deal specifically with the topic of landscape capacity. It is, however, clear that there is much
common ground between the thinking that is emerging on landscape sensitivity and capacity in Landscape Character
Assessment work and the approach that is taken in Britain to Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. It is there-
fore particularly important to understand the links between the two and to try, as far as possible, to achieve
consistency in the approaches used and particularly in the terms and definitions used. On the other hand it must
also be recognised that LCA and LVIA are not the same processes and there must also be clarity about the differ-
ences between them.

3. CONCEPTS OF SENSITIVITY AND CAPACITY
3.1 The terms sensitivity and capacity are often used more or less interchangeably. Others treat them as
opposites, in the sense that low sensitivity is taken to mean high capacity and vice versa. Indeed the earlier versions
of the Landscape Character Assessment guidance used the term sensitivity in the definition given above but this was
changed to capacity in the published version to avoid confusion with the guidance on landscape and visual impact
assessment. However, as experience of the issues involved has developed, it has become clearer that the two are
not the same and are not necessarily directly related. A clearer distinction therefore needs to be drawn between
them. Definitions vary among those actively engaged in this work and opinions vary about the acceptability and
utility of different definitions. The box below contains just two examples of current ideas of sensitivity, in the words
of the authors.

Box 1: What the existing guidance says about capacity

"Landscape capacity refers to the degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able to
accommodate change without significant effects on its character, or overall change of landscape character type.
Capacity is likely to vary according to the type and nature of change being proposed"

"Many Landscape Character Assessments will be used to help in decisions about the ability of an area to accom-
modate change, either as a result of new development or some other form of land use change, such as the
introduction of new features, or major change in land cover such as new woodland planting. In these circum-
stances judgement must be based on an understanding of the ability of the landscape to accommodate change
without significant effects on its character. Criteria for what constitutes significant change need to be identified
in planning policies or landscape strategies, and will usually be informed by potential effects on character and/or
particular features and elements"

Carys Swanwick and Land Use Consultants. Landscape Character Assessment Guidance. Countryside Agency and
Scottish Natural Heritage. 2002.

Box 2 : Examples of definitions of landscape sensitivity in current use

"Landscape sensitivity... relates to the stability of character, the degree to which that character is robust enough
to continue and to be able to recuperate from loss or damage. A landscape with a character of high sensitivity
is one that, once lost, would be difficult to restore; a character that, if valued, must be afforded particular care
and consideration in order for it to survive."

The model for analysing landscape character sensitivity is based on the following assumptions:
i) Within each landscape type certain attributes may play a more significant role than others in defining 

the character of that landscape.
ii) Within each landscape type, certain attributes may be more vulnerable to change than others.
iii) Within each landscape type, the degree to which different attributes are replaceable, or may be 

restored, may vary.
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3.2 These two examples highlight one of the main debates about landscape sensitivity, namely whether it is realistic
to consider landscapes to be inherently sensitive or whether they can only be sensitive to a specific external
pressure. This paper argues that both are valid and useful in different circumstances. Looking at the way that the
word sensitivity is used in other contexts, for example in describing the character of people, it is common and seems
quite acceptable to describe someone as 'a sensitive person', without necessarily specifying what they are sensitive to.
Landscape can quite reasonably be treated in the same way.

3.3 There is a greater degree of agreement about definitions of capacity with broad acceptance that it is concerned
with the amount of change or pressure that can be accommodated. There is therefore a quantitative dimension to it
and it needs to reflect the idea of the limits to acceptable change. The main debate here is about whether aspects of
landscape value should or should not be incorporated into considerations of capacity. In general there appears to be
some acceptance that it should, although some argue that this is a retrograde step and could lead to an over reliance
on existing designations, which is widely recognised as an overly simplistic approach. There is also some disagree-
ment about where visual aspects should be considered, whether as a component of landscape sensitivity, or wholly as
a contributor to landscape capacity, or both.

3.4 In this paper an attempt has been made to weigh up the different arguments and as a result it is suggested that
three terms can usefully be adopted as shown below. Further details of the definition and use of these terms are in
the later sections of this paper.

i) Overall landscape sensitivity:This term should be used to refer primarily to the inherent sensitivity of the 
landscape itself, irrespective of the type of change that may be under consideration. It is likely to be most 
relevant in work at the strategic level, for example in preparation of regional and sub-regional spatial strategies.

iv) The condition of the landscape - the degree to which the described character of a particular landscape 
type is actually present 'on the ground' - will vary within a given area of that landscape type.

By being able to appreciate and assess the significance, vulnerability and replaceability of different attributes, the
relative stability or resilience of the various attributes within given landscape types can be assessed. Then,
taking into account condition, or representation of character, the sensitivity of a particular area of landscape can
be determined.

Chris Bray. Worcestershire County Council. Unpublished paper on a County Wide Assessment of Landscape Sensitivity.
2003.

Landscape sensitivity... is a property of a thing that can be described and assessed. It signifies something about
the behaviour of a system subjected to pressures or stimuli. One system, when stimulated might be robust and
insensitive to the pressure, whilst another may be easily perturbed. The system might also be thought of in a
dynamic way - the pressure could send the system off into a new state or the system might be resilient and
bounce back rapidly and be relatively insensitive to disturbance. Sensitivity is related here to landscape charac-
ter and how vulnerable this is to change. In this project change relates to wind energy development and any
findings on landscape sensitivity are restricted to this (landscapes may have different sensitivities to other forms
of change or development). Landscapes which are highly sensitive are at risk of having their key characteristics
fundamentally altered by development, leading to a change to a different landscape character i.e. one with a
different set of key characteristics. Sensitivity is assessed by considering the physical characteristics and the
perceptual characteristics of landscapes in the light of particular forms of development.

John Benson et al. University of Newcastle. Landscape Capacity Study for Wind Energy Development in the Western Isles.
Report commissioned by Scottish Natural Heritage for the Western Isles Alternative Renewable Energy Project. 2003
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Relating it to the definitions used in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, landscape sensitivity can be 
defined as embracing a combination of:

• the sensitivity of the landscape resource (in terms of both its character as a whole and the individual 
elements contributing to character);

• the visual sensitivity of the landscape, assessed in terms of a combination of factors such as views, visibility,
the number and nature of people perceiving the landscape and the scope to mitigate visual impact.

ii) Landscape sensitivity to a specific type of change:This term should be used where it is necessary to 
assess the sensitivity of the landscape to a particular type of change or development. It should be defined in 
terms of the interactions between the landscape itself, the way that it is perceived and the particular nature of 
the type of change or development in question.

iii) Landscape capacity:This term should be used to describe the ability of a landscape to accommodate 
different amounts of change or development of a specific type. This should reflect:

• the inherent sensitivity of the landscape itself, but more specifically its sensitivity to the particular type of 
development in question, as in (i) and (ii). This means that capacity will reflect both the sensitivity of the 
landscape resource and its visual sensitivity;

• the value attached to the landscape or to specific elements in it.

The meanings of these terms and the types of factors that need to be considered in each case are summarised in
Figure 1 (a) and (b).
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Figure 1(a): Summary of
factors to consider in judging
overall landscape sensitivity
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types of change or
development.



3.5 The implication of this is that capacity studies must be specific to a particular type of change or development.
At a strategic level, for example in work relating to regional and sub-regional spatial strategies, this means that it
might be appropriate to produce a single map of general landscape sensitivity. Maps of landscape capacity, however,
need to be specific so that, for example, a map showing an assessment of wind turbine capacity could be produced
but would almost certainly be different from a map showing capacity for housing development or for new woodland
and forestry planting. Some capacity studies are very specific in their purpose, seeking for example to assess capacity
to accommodate a 1000 home settlement at a particular density of development.

4. JUDGING OVERALL LANDSCAPE  SENSITIVITY
4.1 In making judgements about the overall landscape sensitivity of different landscape types or areas, without refer-
ence to any specific change or type of development (for example in work relating to regional and sub-regional spatial
strategies), careful consideration needs to be given to two aspects:

• Judging the sensitivity of the landscape as a whole, in terms of its overall character, its quality and condition, the 
aesthetic aspects of its character, and also the sensitivity of individual elements contributing to the landscape.
This can be usefully referred to as landscape character sensitivity;

• Judging the visual sensitivity of the landscape, in terms of its general visibility and the potential scope to 
mitigate the visual effects of any change that might take place. Visibility will be a function particularly of the 
landform of a particular type of landscape and of the presence of potentially screening land cover, especially 
trees and woodland. It will also be a reflection of the numbers of people who are likely to perceive the 
landscape and any changes that occur in it, whether they are residents or visitors.

Landscape character sensitivity
4.2 Judging landscape character sensitivity requires professional judgement about the degree to which the landscape
in question is robust, in that it is able to accommodate change without adverse impacts on character. This means
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making decisions about whether or not significant characteristic elements of the landscape will be liable to loss
through disturbance, whether or not they could easily be restored, and whether important aesthetic aspects of
character will be liable to change. Equally, consideration must be given to the addition of new elements, which may
also have a significant influence on character. These decisions need clear and consistent thought about three factors:

• the individual elements that contribute to character, their significance and their vulnerability to change;
• the overall quality and condition of the landscape in terms of its intactness, representation of typical character 

and condition or state of repair of individual elements contributing to character;
• the aesthetic aspects of landscape character, noting that in Scotland these are usually referred to as the 

'landscape experience' or the 'scenic qualities' of the landscape. As indicated in the LCA Guidance, aesthetic 
factors/scenic qualities can still be "recorded in a rational, rigorous and standardised, if not wholly objective 
way". They include for example the scale, level of enclosure, diversity, colour, form, line, pattern and texture of 
the landscape. All of these aesthetic dimensions of landscape character may have significance for judgements 
about sensitivity. They are also distinct from the perceptual aspects of landscape character, which are much 
more subjective and where responses to them will be more personal and coloured by the experience and the 
preferences of the individual. These are also important dimensions of character and influence the ability of 
landscapes to accommodate change but they are best dealt with as part of the consideration of value to be 
incorporated in the final step of assessing capacity, as discussed in Section 7.

4.3 Different methods have been used to judge landscape character sensitivity in recent work. Each has its merits
and it is not the role of this topic paper to advocate one approach or another. There is also much common ground
between them and they are not therefore alternatives but rather different explorations of a similar approach. A
common feature of these approaches in England is the analysis of landscape character in terms of firstly the natural
and ecological, and secondly the cultural attributes of the landscape. Landscape sensitivity is in these cases equated
broadly with ideas of ecological and cultural sensitivity and deliberately does not embrace either aesthetic aspects of
character or visual sensitivity. Three recent examples illustrating this approach are summarised in Boxes 3 and 4.

4.4 There are few if any examples of studies of overall landscape sensitivity that incorporate assessment of the
aesthetic dimensions of landscape character, although it would be technically possible to do this. Such considerations
are more likely to be found in studies of sensitivity to particular forms of change or development and are discussed
in Section 5.

Box 3: An approach based on ecological and cultural sensitivity

The Countryside Agency's work on traffic impacts on the landscape required a desk based rather than a field
assessment using Staffordshire as the test area. The main concern was with the impact of the road network on
landscape character. The Countryside Agency's National Landscape Character Types, and the Land Description
Units (LDUs) on which they are based, both derived from the National Landscape Typology, were used as
reporting units. The attribute maps from the national typology also provided much of the source data for the
analysis. In this work landscape  sensitivity is defined as the degree to which the character of the landscape is
likely to be adversely affected or changed by traffic levels and network use. It is considered to consist of a
combination of ecological sensitivity and cultural sensitivity where:

• ecological sensitivity is based on identification of areas where there are ecologically significant habitats 
likely to be at risk, reflecting combinations of agricultural potential, related to ground type, together with 
agricultural use and woodland pattern;

• cultural sensitivity is based on identification of areas where culturally significant elements of the 
landscape will be at risk, reflecting a combination of settlement pattern, land cover and the origins of the 
landscape in terms of whether it is 'planned' or 'organic'.

These two aspects of sensitivity are mapped using GIS and combined into an overall sensitivity matrix. Data on
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the road hierarchy and road 'windy-ness' was then combined with the sensitivity classes to give an overall
assessment. This desk study proves successful in highlighting areas of concern that could then be examined in
more detail if required.

Babtie Group and Mark Diacono. Assessing Traffic Impacts on the Countryside. Unpublished Report to the Countryside
Agency. 2003.
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Box 4 :Approaches based on vulnerability, tolerance and resilience to change

Work carried out recently for structure plan purposes by Herefordshire and Worcestershire County Councils
working in partnership, focuses on landscape character sensitivity rather than visual sensitivity. The work is at
the detailed level of Land Description Units (the constituent parts or building blocks of Landscape Character
Types and Areas). These studies also focus on individual landscape indicators and attributes - meaning the
factors that contribute to character, grouped together under the headings of ground vegetation, land use, field
boundaries, tree cover character, tree cover pattern, enclosure pattern, settlement pattern, spatial character and
additional characteristic features, such as parkland or rivers.

These studies use a combination of several different aspects of the character of the landscape to reach an
assessment of overall sensitivity, based on analysis of these attributes. The definitions of the component parts
can be summarised as follows:

Vulnerability: This is a measure of the significance of the attributes that define character, in relation to the
likelihood of their loss or demise. This combines assessment of the significance of an attribute with assessment
of its functionality and of the likelihood of future change based on apparent trends.

Tolerance: This can be defined as the degree to which change is likely to cause irreparable damage to the
essential components that contribute to landscape character. It is a measure of the impacts on character of the
loss of attributes, reflecting the timescale needed for their contribution to character to be restored. This
combines assessment of the replaceability of individual attributes with their overall significance in the landscape
and also takes account of the potential for future change based on apparent trends.

Resilience: This combines tolerance with vulnerability to change. It is a measure of the endurance of
landscape character, representing the likelihood of change in relation to the degree to which the landscape is
able to tolerate that change.

Sensitivity: Relates to the resilience of a particular area of landscape to its condition.

Each of these aspects of sensitivity is assessed from a combination of desk and fieldwork. The assessments of
each factor are then progressively combined in pairs using matrices, until the final assessment of individual areas
emerges. In general three point numerical scores are used to combine the various aspects in pairs.

The published Herefordshire work focuses on landscape resilience , which is mapped for landscape types and
forms the key summary map in the published Supplementary Planning Guidance document, leaving a final assess-
ment of sensitivity to a more detailed stage based on individual land cover parcels, which is the fine grain at
which condition has been assessed in this work. The Worcestershire work is not yet published but will take a
similar approach once the County survey of condition has been completed.

Worcestershire County Council. Unpublished paper on a County Wide Assessment of Landscape Sensitivity. 2003.
Herefordshire Council. Landscape Character Assessment. Supplementary Planning Guidance. 2002.
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Box 5: Staffordshire County - An approach that combines landscape character sensitivity
and visual sensitivity

Work carried out by Staffordshire County Council, published as Supplementary Planning Guidance to the
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Structure Plan , approaches landscape sensitivity by working at the Land
Description Unit level and addressing the three aspects of landscape character listed below. In this work the
first stage in addressing landscape sensitivity is to consider the quality (as defined in the LCA guidance, meaning
condition and expression of typical character in specific areas) of individual areas of landscape in relation to
their character. This is achieved by asking a series of questions about the three aspects of character:

• Visual aspects, dealing with the spatial distribution, pattern and condition of landscape elements. The 
questions cover: the presence of characteristic features for the landscape type; the absence of incongruous
features for the type; and the visual and functional condition of the elements contributing to character of 
that particular type.

• Cultural aspects, which are determined by the history of human activity and are reflected in the 
patterns of settlement, land use, field enclosure and communications. The questions cover: demonstration 
of a clear and consistent pattern of landscape elements resulting from a particular course of historical 
development contributing to character; and the extent to which the area exhibits chronological continuity 
or 'time depth' in the landscape.

• Ecological aspects, relating to the pattern and extent of survival of the typical semi-natural vegetation 
and related fauna. The questions cover the presence and frequency of semi-natural vegetation character-
istic of the landscape type; and the degree of fragmentation and the pattern of the semi-natural habitats.

The Staffordshire approach notes the strong relationship between the quality and sensitivity of the landscape in
that one of the effects of disturbance can be the removal of characteristic landscape features. In dealing with
the potential impacts of change on landscape character it asks how likely it is that significant features or charac-
teristics of the landscape that contribute to its quality will be lost through disturbance. It also asks whether
perception of landscape quality will be adversely affected.

Topic paper 6 Techniques and criteria for judging capacity and sensitivity
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Visual sensitivity
4.5 In a comprehensive study of landscape sensitivity account would ideally also be taken of the visual sensitivity of
the landscape. This requires careful thinking about the way that people see the landscape. This depends on:

• the probability of change in the landscape being highly visible, based particularly on the nature of the landform 
and the extent of tree cover both of which have a major bearing on visibility;

• the numbers of people likely to perceive any changes and their reasons for being in the landscape, for example 
as residents, as residents staying in the area, as travellers passing through, as visitors engaged in recreation or as
people working there;

• the likelihood that change could be mitigated, without the mitigation measures in themselves having an adverse 
effect (for example, planting trees to screen development in an open, upland landscape could have as great an 
effect as the development itself).

4.6 In practice visual sensitivity can be difficult to judge without reference to a specific form of change or develop-
ment and that is no doubt why there are few examples of strategic assessments that incorporate this dimension.
Herefordshire and Worcestershire initially intended to incorporate such considerations into their strategic work but
abandoned the attempt on the basis that it was more realistically considered for specific proposed developments or
change. Work by Staffordshire County Council does, however, provide a working example of an approach that
combines judgements about landscape character sensitivity (as outlined above) with consideration of the issue of
visual sensitivity. It is summarised in Box 5.



5. JUDGING LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY TO A SPECIFIC TYPE OF CHANGE

5.1 In many studies judgements must be made about the ability of the landscape to accommodate particular types
of change or development. This is where sensitivity and capacity are most often used interchangeably but it is
suggested that, in line with the definitions set out above, sensitivity is the most appropriate word to use. When
judging how sensitive a landscape is to some specified type of change it is essential to think in an integrated way
about:

• The exact form and nature of the change that is proposed to take place;
• The particular aspects of the landscape likely to be affected by the change, including aspects of both landscape 

character sensitivity and visual sensitivity, as described in Section 4.

5.2 Understanding the nature of the agent of change is like specifying or describing the development project in an
Environmental Impact Assessment, except that it is a generic rather than a project-specific form of change. The focus
must be on identifying key aspects of the change that are likely to affect the landscape.

The Staffordshire example is one of the few cases where landscape character sensitivity and visual sensitivity
have been combined in an integrated approach. In terms of visual impact this work asks two questions:

• How likely is it that the effects of a given amount of disturbance will be visible?
• What is the potential for negating or minimising adverse visual impacts of disturbance through mitigation 

and compensation measures?

The idea of general visibility is used and is defined in terms of the likelihood that a given feature, randomly
located, will be visible from a given viewpoint, also randomly located. It was determined in this case by theoreti-
cal and field based analysis of landform and tree and woodland cover and the way that they interact.

All these different factors, relating to both landscape character sensitivity and visual sensitivity are then
combined by judging each on a 5 level scale and combining them sequentially, in map form, through the use of
GIS, to produce a final map of landscape sensitivity.

Staffordshire County Council 1999. Planning for Landscape Change. Supplementary Planning Guidance to the Stoke on
Trent and Staffordshire Structure Plan. 1996-2011
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BOX 5: South West Region Renewable Energy Strategy - an example of using landscape
sensitivity to forms of renewable energy development to inform draft targets

This is a consultant's study, carried out by Land Use Consultants for the Government Office for the South West.
It focussed on providing information on the sensitivity of different landscape character areas to wind turbines
but also assessed whether a similar approach could be used for biomass crops. Key features of this work, which
is still in progress, are:

• It is a strategic study of landscape sensitivity to a specific type of change/development. The Countryside 
Character Area framework is adopted as suited to the needs of regional scale work, though there has also 
been subsequent discussion of the scope to use the new National Landscape Typology to provide a more 
refined level of assessment.

• A range of attributes contributing to landscape character are identified as likely to indicate suitability to 
accommodate wind turbines. Scale and form of the landscape, landscape pattern, settlement pattern and 
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5.3 Defining the particular aspects of the character of the landscape that are likely to be affected by a particular
type of change (landscape character sensitivity) means careful analysis of the potential interactions. These might
include: impacts upon particular aspects of landscape character including landform, land cover, enclosure and settle-
ment pattern; and impacts on aesthetic aspects such as the scale, pattern, movement and complexity of the
landscape. In Scotland, for example, the wide range of capacity studies that have been carried out , although varying
in their approach, usually incorporate consideration of the key physical, natural and cultural characteristics of the
landscape, but also take into account the aesthetic/scenic dimensions of the landscape in judgements about the ability
of different landscapes to accommodate change. So, for example, the Stirling Landscape Character Assessment,
which includes consideration of a locational strategy for new development, includes criteria related to the 'landscape
experience'. It considers that scale, openness, diversity, form and or line, and pattern are the most relevant aspects
for this task (see Box 6 in Section 7 for fuller examples).

5.4 Similarly the visual sensitivity of the landscape with respect to the specific type of change or development needs
to be assessed. This means that the potential visibility of the development must be considered, together with the
number of people of different types who are likely to see it and the scope to modify visual impacts by various appro-
priate forms of mitigation measures.

5.5 An overall assessment of sensitivity to the specific form of change or development requires that the four sets
of considerations summarised above should be brought together so that the sensitivity of individual types or areas of
landscape to that particular form of development can be judged and mapped. They are:

• impacts upon particular aspects of landscape character including landform, land cover, enclosure and settlement 
pattern;

• impacts on aesthetic aspects such as the scale, pattern, movement and complexity of the landscape;
• potential visibility of the development and the number of people of different types who are likely to see it;
• scope to modify visual impacts by various appropriate forms of mitigation measures.

In most cases, this is likely to be a precursor to further judgements about capacity. Studies specifically of sensitivity
to a particular type of development, without proceeding to an assessment of capacity, are not likely to be common.

5.6 The outcome of a study of landscape sensitivity to a specific type of change or development would usually be a
map of different categories of sensitivity, usually with either three (for example low, medium and high) or five (for
example very low, low, medium, high, very high) categories of sensitivity. Such a map provides an overview of areas
where there is relatively low sensitivity to the particular type of change or development but does not indicate
whether and to what extent such change or development would be acceptable in these areas. This requires consid-
eration of other factors and is best tackled through a landscape capacity study.



transport network relate to the elements and attributes giving character to the landscape; skylines and 
inter-visibility relate to the visual sensitivity of the landscape; sense of enclosure, sense of tranquillity and 
remoteness relate to perceptual aspects and value; while sensitive/rare landscape features relates to 
aspects of landscape value. These distinctions are not referred to in the study where all are referred to 
simply as 'landscape attributes'.

• A shorter list of attributes is considered to indicate suitability of a landscape to accommodate biomass 
crops. They are: landscape pattern, land cover/land use, sense of enclosure and settlement pattern/
transport network.

• Using these attributes, a series of sensitivity classes are defined in relation to both wind turbines and 
biomass crops. In each case a five level verbal scale of sensitivity is used - low, moderate/low, moderate,
moderate/high and high.

• For each level of sensitivity the influence of the landscape attributes in relation to that type of develop
ment is summarised. For example, landscapes judged to be of low sensitivity to wind turbines are "likely 
to have strong landform, a strong sense of enclosure that reduces visual sensitivity, to be already affected 
by man made features, to have reduced tranquillity, little inter-visibility with adjacent landscapes and a low 
density of sensitive landscape features. Similarly, for biomass crops, areas of high sensitivity are defined as 
those where monocultures of biomass crops would prejudice landscape pattern, where transport infra
structure is dominated by narrow rural lanes (or is absent), and where buildings are uncharacteristic of the
landscape (e.g. moorland). The scale of possible wind turbine development is considered, predominantly in 
relation to landform scale, though it is acknowledged that at more detailed levels of assessment other 
factors such as landscape pattern and enclosure will also be relevant.

Overall the assessment of landscape sensitivity is considered to provide just one 'layer' of information relevant
to the process of regional target setting. The study is clearly based on professional judgement within a clear and
reasonably transparent framework. There is no explicit scoring or use of matrices but rather a common sense
approach to combining the nature of the landscape with the nature of the development to derive sensitivity
classes.

Land Use Consultants. South West Renewable Energy Strategy: Using Landscape Sensitivity to set Draft Targets for Wind
Energy. Unpublished report to the Government Office for the South West. 2003.
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6. JUDGING LANDSCAPE CAPACITY 
6.1 Turning a sensitivity study into an assessment of capacity to accommodate a particular type of change means
taking a further step. The assessment of the sensitivity of different types or areas of landscape to the type of change
in question must be combined with an assessment of the more subjective, experiential or perceptual aspects of the
landscape and of the value attached to the landscape. There are, perhaps inevitably, some reservations amongst
practitioners about the incorporation of value in work on landscape sensitivity and capacity because this is seen as
the return to the now largely discredited thinking about landscape evaluation. It cannot be denied, however, that
society does value certain landscapes for a variety of different reasons and this has, in some way, to be reflected in
decision making about capacity to accept change.

6.2 As the Landscape Character Assessment guidance indicates (Paragraph 9.5), value may be formally recognised
through the application of some form of national landscape designation. Where this is the case the implications of
the designation need to be taken into account. This means, in particular, understanding what aspects of the landscape
led to its designation and how these might be affected by the proposed change. The consultation draft of Planning
Policy Statement 7, which is due to replace Planning Policy Guidance Note 7, requires that Local Planning Authorities
no longer refer to local landscape designations in Development Plans. Local landscape designations are proposed to
be replaced by criteria-based policies, underpinned by robust Landscape Character Assessments.

6.3 The absence of designation does not mean that landscapes are not valued by different communities of interest.
This means that in such cases other indicators of value will need to be considered to help in thinking about capacity.
Judgements about value in such cases may be based on two main approaches. One is to address value by means of
the Quality of Life Assessment approach, seeking to address the question of 'What Matters and Why?' (see Topic
Paper 2 - 'Links to Other Sustainability Tools'). In this approach value will be judged in an integrated way, with
considerations of landscape and sense of place set alongside other matters such as biodiversity, historic and cultural
aspects, access and broader social, economic and environmental benefits.

6.4 Alternatively judgements can be made in terms of the relative value attached to different landscapes by a range
of different communities of interest. This can be based on the range of criteria set out in the Landscape Character
Assessment guidance (Paragraphs 7.8 and 7.22). These include landscape quality and condition; perceptual aspects
such as scenic beauty, tranquillity, rurality, remoteness or wildness; special cultural associations; the presence and influ-
ence of other conservation interests. There may also be a long established consensus about the importance of
particular areas. Weighing up all these factors may allow the relative value of particular landscapes to be assessed as
an input to judgements about capacity.

6.5 Reaching conclusions about capacity means making a judgement about the amount of change of a particular
type that can be accommodated without having unacceptable adverse effects on the character of the landscape, or
the way that it is perceived, and without compromising the values attached to it. This step must clearly recognise
that a valued landscape, whether nationally designated or not, does not automatically, and by definition, have high
sensitivity. Similarly and as already argued in Section 3, landscapes with high sensitivity do not automatically have no,
or low capacity to accommodate change, and landscapes of low sensitivity do not automatically have high capacity to
accept change. Capacity is all a question of the interaction between the sensitivity of the landscape, the type and
amount of change, and the way that the landscape is valued.

6.6 It is entirely possible for a valued landscape to be relatively insensitive to the particular type of development in
question because of both the characteristics of the landscape itself and the nature of the development. It may also
be the case that the reasons why value is attached to the landscape are not compromised by the particular form of
change. Such a landscape may therefore have some capacity to accommodate change, especially if the appropriate,
and hopefully standard, steps are taken in terms of siting, layout and design of the change or development in question.
For example, a capacity study may show that a certain specified amount of appropriately located and well-designed
housing may be quite acceptable even in a highly valued and moderately sensitive landscape. This is why capacity is
such a complex issue and why most capacity studies need to be accompanied by guidelines about the ways in which
certain types of change or development can best be accommodated without unacceptable adverse effects.



6.7 Clearly at this stage of making judgements about capacity there can be considerable benefit in involving a wide
range of stakeholders in the discussions since there is likely to be a strong political dimension to such judgements.
On the other hand clear and transparent arguments are vital if decisions are to be well founded and this is where
well constructed professional judgements about both sensitivity and capacity are extremely important.

6.8 In Scotland a wide range of capacity studies have been carried out to look at the ability of different areas to
accept development of different types. They have covered housing and built development in general, as well as wind
turbines and aquaculture. The detailed approach taken varies as the studies have been carried out by different
individuals or consultancies working to different briefs for different clients. Box 6 contains a summary of the
approach taken in a recent example.
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BOX 6 : Stirling Landscape Capacity Assessment for Housing and Small-scale Industrial, Retail and
Business Development

Carried out by David Tyldesley Associates for Scottish Natural Heritage and Stirling Council in 1999, this study
seeks to ensure that development around Stirling is directed towards those landscapes which can best accom-
modate it. The work developed an approach pioneered at St Andrews in 1996 and also ran in parallel with a
settlement capacity evaluation in the neighbouring area of Clackmannanshire. The Stirling study assessed 15
specific locations of settlements and their settings and three larger general areas of search. The purpose of the
study was to define: settlements and areas of high landscape sensitivity judged to have little capacity to accom-
modate growth; settlements and areas judged to be able to accommodate minor growth and settlements or
areas judged to be suitable for major settlement expansion or new settlement. The work assumed that the
buildings in question would be well-designed and would use traditional building techniques and materials. It also
assumed that it would include a strong framework of structural landscape treatment including ground modelling
where appropriate and tree planting of appropriate scale, area, design and species composition to ensure that
the development achieves a good fit in the landscape. This study embraces both sensitivity and capacity, as
defined in this Topic Paper, although they are not separately considered. The assessment is clearly made with
respect to particular specified forms of development. The assessment is based on five criteria which are applied
to the landscape types previously identified in a Landscape Character Assessment. The five criteria address
aspects of Landscape Character Sensitivity,Visual Sensitivity and Landscape Value, as discussed in this topic paper.
The criteria are derived from the key characteristics and features of the landscape character types and can be
grouped as follows in relation to the structure of this Topic paper:

Related to Landscape Character Sensitivity

Effects on the Landscape Resource: examines the effects of development on the key physical features and
characteristics and judges whether that development of the kind described could be accommodated and
whether the character of the landscape would be sustained, enhanced or diminished. Only the important
characteristics relevant to the type of development are assessed.

Effects on the landscape experience: assesses the potential effects of development on aspects of landscape
experience relating to scale, openness, diversity, form and/or line and pattern and makes an overall assessment
of whether these aspects would be affected positively or negatively.

Related to Visual Sensitivity

Visual effects: considers possible visual effects of the forms of development on: views and approaches to the
settlements from the principal approach roads; possible effects on strategically significant outward views from
the settlements; potential effects on distinctive skylines; and potential effects on visually conspicuous locations
such as open, flat ground or open, high or rising ground.



Mitigation: considers whether the development would require long-term mitigation to reduce the effects of
the development. It also considers how feasible any desirable mitigation would be and whether the mitigation
itself would be appropriate.

Related to Landscape Value

Other Important Effects: considers whether the development would affect the integrity of an important
designed landscape or its setting and whether the development would affect the amenity of other important
cultural or historical elements or features of the landscape, including their settings.

The criteria under these five categories are applied systematically to each settlement and area of search in
terms of the different landscape character types that occur. Professional judgments are made and for each crite-
ria a three point graphical scale is used to express the findings. An overview is taken of the judgments for each
of the criteria for each landscape type, and an overview assessment is made of the whole. The three point scale
applied to each criteria covers: no impact or positive enhancement; neutral or average effect; and significant
negative effect or diminishing of landscape character. An overall judgment is then made based on the profile of
the area/settlements and relevant landscape type based on a table of judgments under each criteria.

David Tyldesley Associates. Stirling Landscape Character Assessment. Report for Scottish Natural Heritage and Stirling
Council. 1999
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7. RECORDING AND PRESENTING INFORMATION
7.1 Approaches to judging sensitivity and capacity can be made at different levels of detail. Much depends on the
time and resources available and on the problem to be addressed. For example, capacity studies for housing may
need a finer grain of assessment because of the particular nature of the development. Where time and resources are
limited quick assessments are needed and it is likely that overall judgements will need to be made about the whole of
a landscape type or area without necessarily making individual assessments of the constituent aspects of sensitivity or
capacity. Consultants working to tight timescales and with limited budgets often carry out short sharp studies of this
type. In such cases it is rarely possible to assess each of the relevant factors individually in great detail and the
emphasis is often on overall judgement of sensitivity. It is nevertheless still extremely important that the thinking
that underpins these judgements is clear and consistent, that records of the field judgements are kept in a consistent
form and that the decisions reached can be explained easily to an audience of non-experts.

7.2 Local authorities carrying out such work in house are likely to work in a different way and may sometimes have
longer periods of time for desk study, survey and analysis. Permanent staff can be more fully involved in such studies
and have a greater opportunity to become familiar with and to understand their landscapes and to develop real
ownership of the work. In these cases it may be possible to take a much more detailed and transparent step-by-step
approach to assembling the judgements that ultimately leads to an overall assessment of landscape sensitivity or
capacity. The Staffordshire,Worcestershire and Herefordshire studies, for example, provide demonstrations of what
can be achieved by officers working on assessing their own areas, often over a reasonably long period of time.

7.3 Whoever carries them out, all assessments of sensitivity and capacity inevitably rely primarily on professional
judgements, although wherever practically possible they should also include input from stakeholders. The temptation
to suggest objectivity in such professional judgements, by resorting to quantitative methods of recording them is
generally to be avoided. Nevertheless dealing with such a wide range of factors, as outlined in the paragraphs above,
does usually require some sort of codification of the judgements that are made at each stage as well as a way of
combining layers of judgements together to arrive at a final conclusion.

7.4 The first step is to decide on the factors or criteria that are to be used in making the judgement and to
prepare a clear summary of what they are and what they mean. The second step is to design record sheets that
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Figure 2: Building up the overall profile

allow the different judgements that need to be made to be recorded clearly, whether they are to be based on desk
study or field survey. The time and resources available will influence the level of detail of this record sheet and the
level of detail required of the work. Ideally separate records should be made of each component aspect of the final
judgement. So for example in the case of a comprehensive capacity study for a particular type of change or develop-
ment, a record should be made of the judgements made about:

i) the Landscape Character Sensitivity of each landscape type or area to that type of change, which will
reflect the sensitivity of individual aspects of landscape character including landform, land cover, enclosure form and
pattern, tree cover, settlement form and pattern, and other characteristic elements, and the aesthetic aspects of
landscape character, including for example, its scale, complexity, and diversity;

ii) the Visual Sensitivity to that type of change, which will reflect, for each landscape type or area; general
visibility, influenced by landform and tree and woodland cover, the presence and size of populations of different types,
and potential for mitigation of visual impacts, without the mitigation in itself causing unacceptable effects.

iii) the Value attached to each landscape, which will reflect:

• national designations based on landscape value;
• other judgements about value based either on a 'Quality of Life Assessment', or on consideration of a range of 

appropriate criteria relating to landscape value.

7.5 These different aspects need to be judged on a simple verbal scale, either of three points - high, medium or
low, or of five points - for example very high, high, medium/average, low and very low, or equivalents. A three point
scale is much easier to use but a five point scale allows greater differentiation between areas. These scales can easily
be translated into shades or colours for graphic display and are well suited to use as layers within a GIS of the type
now widely employed in landscape character work.

7.6 The question remains of how layers of information can then be combined to arrive at a final assessment of
either sensitivity or capacity, depending on which is required. There are three possible methods: firstly the construc-
tion of an overall profile combined into an overall assessment of sensitivity and capacity; secondly the cumulative
assessment of sensitivity and capacity by sequential combination of judgements; and thirdly a scoring approach. They
are briefly outlined below.

An overall profile
7.7 In the first approach individual assessments are made of the constituent aspects of sensitivity or capacity using a
three or five point verbal scale, as outlined above. The amount of detailed assessment that goes into the judgements
of each of these factors will depend on the time and resources available and the overall approach taken. These
assessments are arranged in a table or matrix to provide a profile of that particular landscape type or area. An
overview is then taken of the distribution of the assessments of each aspect and this is used to make an informed
judgement about the overall assessment of sensitivity or capacity. Figure 2 gives a hypothetical example:
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Cumulative assessment
7.8 In the second approach individual assessments are similarly made but in this case the more detailed lower-level
assessments are combined in pairs sequentially until an overall assessment is reached. The number of layers
combined in this way depends upon the level of detailed information collected in the survey. This must of course be
done for each landscape type or area being assessed. Based on the framework and definitions set out in this paper
some simplified and purely illustrative possible combinations (and there are of course others) might be:

• Sensitivity of ecological components + Sensitivity of cultural components = Landscape character sensitivity
• General visibility (related to land form and land cover) + Level and significance of populations = Visual 

sensitivity
• Landscape character sensitivity + Visual sensitivity = Overall landscape sensitivity
• Presence of designations + Overall assessment of value against criteria = Landscape value
• Overall landscape sensitivity + Landscape value = Landscape capacity 

7.9 The difficulties with this approach are that it may be somewhat cumbersome and time consuming to apply,
especially for large areas, and that decisions must be made about how the individual assessments are to be combined.
So, for example, while two HIGHS clearly give a HIGH in the matrix, what about a HIGH and a MEDIUM? Is the
highest level used in which case the answer is also HIGH, or is a judgement made on the combinations? There is no
single answer but again the emphasis must be on transparency. Figure 3 illustrates this process for two hypothetical
combinations. Both could also be shown with a five point scale, as discussed above, to give a more refined assess-
ment.
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Scoring
7.10 In this type of approach the word scales must be combined in a consistent way with appropriate rules applied
as to how the combined layers are further classified. This may require that they are converted into numerical equiva-
lents for ease of manipulation. Shown graphically, these 'scores' will take the form of different colours or shades,
which is generally preferable to presenting the numerical figures themselves. There are certainly examples of work
that do take a scoring approach to the layers of information in the assessment, although they may not appear in the
final published material.

7.11 While scoring overcomes the difficulty of how individual assessments of each aspect are combined (for example
by multiplication within matrices and by adding different matrices) and makes the process transparent, it does lead to
a greater emphasis on quantitative aspects of such work. If overemphasised as an end in itself rather than as a means
to an end, numerical representation may run the risk of generating adverse reactions because it suggests something
other than professional judgement and can suggest a spurious scientific rigour in the process. It was, after all, the
overly quantitative nature of landscape evaluation in the 1970s that led to a move away from that approach.

The role of Geographic Information Systems
7.12 Today most sensitivity and capacity studies, whichever approach they take, are likely to rely on Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) to manipulate the layers of information. This brings several advantages and notably:

• Consistency of approach, in that appropriate matrices or algorithms can be defined once and then applied 
consistently throughout a study;

• Transparency, in that it is easy to interrogate the base datasets used and also to visualise and communicate 
intermediate stages of the process if required;

• Efficiency and effectiveness in the handling of data, allowing explorations of the information and alternative 
approaches to combining it which would simply not be achievable in a manual paper based exercise.

8. CURRENT PRACTICE AND ISSUES IN ASSESSING SENSITIVITY AND CAPACITY
8.1 There is a wide range of work, either in progress or completed, which tackles the issues of landscape sensitivity
and capacity. Most of it is quite complex and difficult to summarise meaningfully in a short paper like this and there
are few if any examples as yet which demonstrate all the principles set out here. Where possible examples have
been included in the boxes in the text to illustrate particular aspects of such work, including examples of overall
landscape sensitivity studies carried out by local authorities, studies to assess sensitivity to particular types of change
or development and capacity studies aimed, for example, at exploring wind turbines or housing, among other types of
development. It is hoped that more examples may be available in future and may be included on the Countryside
Character Network website (www.ccnetwork.org.uk).

Transparency and Presentation
8.2 It is clear from examination of the strategic studies of overall landscape sensitivity, such as those conducted by
Herefordshire,Worcestershire and Staffordshire, that they are enormously detailed and very transparent in describing
the approach to analysis and judgements. It is also apparent that they are very detailed and demanding of time and
resources, and also quite complex because of the desire to explain each step in the process. However, even experi-
enced practitioners who have not been involved in this work may struggle to understand fully the terminology used,
the subtleties of the definitions and the judgements that are made at every level of the assessment, as well as the way
that the different factors are combined. They may also disagree with some of those definitions - replaceability, for
example, is in itself a very complex term open to different interpretations, especially when used in relation to ecolog-
ical habitats. A lay audience could well be completely baffled by the complexity of the whole process. So although
the arguments are logical, consistent and fully explained this can in itself open up potentially important areas of
misunderstanding or debate.

8.3 On the other hand some of the consultants' studies of sensitivity and capacity are often short on transparency
and rely on professional judgements, the basis of which is often not clear. It could be argued that there has to be a
trade-off between complete transparency in the methods used and the accessibility of the findings to a non-specialist
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audience. Reasoning must always be documented as clearly as possible and the reader of any document should be
able to see where and how decisions have been made. Different content and presentation techniques may be
needed to tailor the findings of studies for particular audiences. Officers of Worcestershire County Council, for
example, intend ultimately to produce the findings of their overall sensitivity analysis in a more accessible form for a
wider audience. The complexities in the full explanation of the method are considered necessary to provide the
essential degree of transparency and justification but it is recognised that this is only likely to be suited to a specialist
audience.

Continuing debates and questions
8.4 Whatever the approach adopted there are likely to be continuing debates on several questions. The main ones
that require further exploration as experience grows are:

a) Is it reasonable to make assessments of overall landscape sensitivity without considering sensitivity to a specific 
type of change? In what circumstances will this approach work? 

b) To what extent should considerations of 'value', as discussed in Section 6 of this paper, be taken into account in 
landscape capacity studies? This paper argues that they should be, provided that these considerations are clearly
thought through and appropriately incorporated in the judgements that are made. Simply relying on designa
tions is to be avoided as this is an oversimplification of complex issues but the issue remains of whether there 
is agreement about the way that value can be defined. At present it seems that this approach to defining capac
ity, by combining sensitivity and aspects of value, is reasonably well accepted in Scotland, particularly in recent 
wind farm capacity studies, but less so in England.

c) How can transparency about the approach to making judgements be achieved without the explanations 
becoming unnecessarily complex and inaccessible?

d) To what extent is quantification of assessments of sensitivity or capacity either necessary or desirable, as 
discussed in Paragraph 7.11? Both quantification and consideration of value suffer from the spectre of the 1970s
approaches to landscape evaluation which hangs over them. This needs to be recognised when deciding on and 
presenting an appropriate approach, in order to avoid unnecessary arguments about its suitability.

Future developments
8.6 This Topic Paper is not intended to be a definitive statement about issues of landscape sensitivity and capacity.
Nor is it the intention to recommend or promote a single method. This is a rapidly developing field in which practi-
tioners are actively exploring different approaches in different circumstances. The Topic Paper may be amended in
future as experience accumulates and the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches become more apparent
as they are applied in practice. In the meantime comments on the content of the Topic Paper are invited to assist in
this evolutionary process. The discussion forum on the Countryside Character Network website should be used for
this purpose if you want to share your views with the wider practitioner community. Alternatively you can send your
views by post to the coordinators of the network. Web site address and network contact details are provided in the
'Further Information' section.



The full Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland and related topic papers can be viewed
and downloaded from www.countryside.gov.uk/LivingLandscapes/countryside_character and
www.snh.org.uk/strategy/LCA

Free copies of the guidance are also available from:

Countryside Agency Publications Scottish Natural Heritage
Tel: 0870 1206466 Tel: 0131 446 2400
Fax: 0870 1206467 Fax: 0131 446 2405
Email: countryside@twoten.press.net Email: carolyn.dunnett@snh.gov.uk

The map extract used within this publication is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office
© Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Countryside Agency, GD272434, 2002.

Topic paper 6 Techniques and criteria for judging capacity and sensitivity

19

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This paper has been written by Carys Swanwick on behalf of the Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage.
Thanks are due to: those who attended the initial workshop and provided further comments, that is Steve Potter of
Staffordshire County Council, Chris Bray of Worcestershire County Council, Pat Shears of the Landscape Partnership
and Mark Diacono of Diacono Associates; those who provided information for case studies or who commented on
earlier drafts, that is John Benson of the Landscape Research Group at the University of Newcastle, Jane Patton of
Herefordshire County Council, Rebecca Knight of Land Use Consultants, David Tyldesley of David Tyldesley
Associates and Jonathan Porter of Countryscape; and members of the sponsoring agencies for the Landscape
Character Assessment Guidance for their comments and input, namely Andy Wharton,Alison Rood and Rick Minter
for the Countryside Agency and Richard Ferguson, Nigel Buchan and Caroline Read for Scottish Natural Heritage.
The Countryside Agency would like to thank Countryscape for co-ordinating the preparation of this topic paper.

REFERENCES AND FURTHER INFORMATION
[1] Countryside Agency (2003) The State of The Countryside 2020. CA 138. Countryside Agency. Cheltenham.

[2] Scottish Natural Heritage (2001) Natural Heritage Trends - Scotland 2001. Scottish Natural Heritage. Battleby,
Perth.

[3] Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2002) Guidelines for Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment. Spon Press, London.

USEFUL WEBSITES
Countryside Character Network   
www.ccnetwork.org.uk

Landscape Character Assessment Guidance (available on line) 
www.countryside.gov.uk/LivingLandscapes/countryside_character
or  www.snh.org.uk/strategy/LCA



APPENDIX D 

 

COTSWOLDS AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN AND  
COTSWOLDS AONB LANDSCAPE STRATEGY GUIDANCE EXTRACTS: 

COTSWOLDS AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN 

DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORT SECTION 

 

COTSWOLDS AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN – VERSION REFERENCED 

2. ESCARPMENT  

7. HIGH WOLD 

8. HIGH WOLD VALLEY  

 

COTSWOLDS AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN – VERSION 4 MARCH 2016 

2.    ESCARPMENT  

7.    HIGH WOLD 

8.    HIGH WOLD VALLEY  

 



Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 2013-2018

40

Accessibility to and through the Cotswolds has risen 
because of motorways and other high speed roads 
through, and close to, the AONB. This much-enhanced 
road network has resulted in both positive and negative 
consequences. Negatively, much of the traffic now  
uses the AONB as a “short cut” between surrounding 
motorways which serve the major cities. Positively, the 
routes provide accessibility for tourists, who contribute 
circa £1 billion to the local economy. Transport planning 
and management is the responsibility of the highways 
authorities in the context of National Transport Policy 
and Local Transport Plans.

Four railway lines serve the Cotswolds AONB area 
providing good access to all parts of the UK. All of these 
rail services are potentially more attractive to short-to-
medium distance commuters as fuel costs rise. 

With regard to public transport, perceptions of  
problems discouraging wider use include the frequency 
of services, long journey times, reliability, uncoordinated 
connections between different modes of transport, 
people’s access to the network, and standards of  
comfort and service.

Development and Transport
Towns, villages and individual buildings and their settings form a vital element of the 
character of the Cotswolds, particularly because of the widespread use of limestone and 
the area’s distinctive architecture. The planning and design of development, both within 
the AONB and around it, is of crucial importance in maintaining the landscape and scenic 
beauty of the area. Decision making is the responsibility of the local planning authorities 
within the context of the National Planning Policy Framework, Local Plans/Core Strategies 
and Neighbourhood Plans.

Significant Achievements 
2008-13
Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 2008-13 
endorsed by 14 local planning authorities as a 
material consideration for strategic planning  
and decision making.

Conservation Board recognised as statutory 
consultee for Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects and National Planning Statements.

Comprehensive HGV weight limits introduced in 
the Gloucestershire part of AONB.

Position Statements issued on a range of planning 
and land management topics to provide detailed 
guidance, including Affordable Housing, Renewable 
Energy, Miscanthus, and Road Verge Management.

132 new affordable homes provided (Cotswold 
District Council).

Signage audit and sign rationalisation, Fosse Way 
(A429) (Gloucestershire County Council)

85% of significant planning applications 
determined in accordance with Board advice.

50,000 “Explore the Cotswolds by public transport” 
guides and timetables issued per annum.
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Conserving and Enhancing

Development and Transport

• Noise and activity arising from developments in the 
countryside, together with lighting, can have an 
adverse impact on tranquil and dark sky areas. The 
Board has issued a Position Statement on Tranquillity 
and Dark Skies in the Cotswolds AONB.49

• Equine-related activities provide valuable farm 
diversification opportunities. The Board has issued  
a Position Statement on the Keeping of Horses in the 
AONB.50

• Tourism is an important element of the economy  
of the AONB. It is inevitable that there will be a 
continuing need for new sustainable tourist-related 
developments within the AONB during the life span  
of this Management Plan. The Board has published a 
Sustainable Tourism Strategy which deals with this 
issue in detail.51 

• Modern telecommunications, including access to  
high-speed broadband, are vitally important to a 
successful rural economy. The Board has issued a 
Position Statement on Telecommunications in the 
Cotswolds AONB.52 

• The AONB and its surroundings may well attract 
proposals for developments of significant scale, such 
as wind turbines. These could have significant adverse 
effects on the AONB landscape The Board has issued 
Position Statements on renewable energy53 and 
development outside the AONB54 acknowledging the 
wider positive benefits of proposals which conserve 
and enhance the AONB. 

Key issues
• There is a need to manage development pressures  

and landuse changes, both within and contiguous 
with the boundaries of the AONB, with sensitivity in 
order to maintain a balance in promoting economic 
and social viability whilst retaining traditional 
Cotswold character. The Board has issued Position 
Statements on Housing and Development45; and 
Employment46 in the Cotswolds AONB.

• The importance of providing affordable housing 
throughout the Cotswolds is recognised as vital to 
ensure that balanced communities can survive and 
prosper. The Board is particularly concerned that those 
who care for the landscape of the AONB have an 
opportunity to live within it. The Board has issued  
a Position Statement on Affordable Housing in the 
AONB47. Consideration has also been given to the 
specific housing needs of Gypsies and Travellers and 
Travelling Showpeople.

• Market towns and larger villages appear relatively 
thriving. However, there is considerable concern in 
smaller communities regarding loss of local facilities 
and services leading to social isolation. The Localism 
Act and provision for Neighbourhood Planning 
provides an opportunity for local people to actively 
engage in the development of their community.

• Nearly 1 in 8 of the households living in the Cotswolds 
AONB is without a car48 and many other people do not 
have access to a car during the day. This means they 
are heavily dependent on the frequency and quality of 
public and/or community transport and on local shops 
and facilities which are vulnerable to closure.

• The AONB retains traditional agricultural buildings 
that have not, as yet, been converted for other uses. 
Conversions need to be carefully appraised so that  
the buildings’ distinctive character and setting are 
retained and adverse impacts on important nature 
conservation interests, such as bats, are avoided.

45. To be updated following adoption of the 2013-18 Management Plan

46. To be updated following adoption of the 2013-18 Management Plan

47. To be updated following adoption of the 2013-18 Management Plan

48. Census 2001.updated by estimate. CACI (2012) 

49. www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/positionstatements

50. www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/keepingofhorsespositionstatement

51. www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/sustainabletourism

52. To be updated following adoption of Management Plan 2013-18

53. To be updated following adoption of Management Plan 2013-18

54. To be updated following adoption of Management Plan 2013-18
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• Within the Cotswolds AONB there are various rural 
‘brownfield sites’ (i.e. previously developed land and 
buildings), including ex-MOD properties and 
redundant airfields. Whilst the re-use of such sites 
may bring economic benefits, the impact of large-scale 
residential or industrial use on the character of the 
AONB and the biodiversity it may hold needs to be 
carefully assessed. 

• The Fosse Way (A429) and the A40 are long-
established through-routes within the AONB. Major 
new roads, including the A417, have also been built 
through the AONB to serve long-distance movement. 
Traffic management, including lower speed limits,  
is required to deal with congestion on some of these 
routes, poor air quality and traffic ‘rat-running’ along 
minor roads and through villages to and from these 
routes. The Board has issued a Position Statement55 
and guidance on road verge management.

• The use of minor roads, by lorries and other large 
vehicles, causes problems for residents and visitors and 
can impact on the landscape. The highway authorities 
have introduced lorry routing schemes, including 
weight, width, height and length restrictions. 

• The character of minor roads can be harmed by 
attempts to slow traffic by over-engineered traffic 
calming solutions that fail to respond to local 
character and distinctiveness. The Board is 
encouraging highway authorities to undertake clutter 
audits, to remove unnecessary signage, and to use 
discretion as permitted by national guidance56. The 
Board’s Transport Protocol and Highway Maintenance 
Guidance, agreed with the highway authorities, ensure 
that the design and materials of traffic management 
schemes and their impact on the special qualities of 
the AONB are fully considered.

• Increasing traffic volumes mean that cycling and  
horse riding is not always safe on some roads. This  
is particularly evident on major through-routes, in 
congested villages and on minor roads that are used  
as ‘rat runs’ by residents, commercial traffic and 
visitors. Low-cost speed reduction schemes may  
be appropriate in these circumstances.

 
• Increasing demand for air transport is leading to 

expansion of controlled air space over the AONB,  
with a reduction of tranquillity caused by increased 
visual intrusion and noise.

55. www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/managementofroadsideverges

56. http://assets.dft.gov.uk/publications/signing-the-way/signing-the-
way.pdf

CEO6: By 2014 national and local development management and transport authorities and agencies have policies  
and  guidance to make decisions which conserve and enhance the special qualities of the AONB, maintain local 
distinctiveness, provide services and support a buoyant rural economy.

Objectives



43

Conserving and Enhancing

Development and Transport

Achieving Objective CEO6 will contribute significantly to 
securing the objectives to comply with the duty of the 
Board to foster the social and economic well-being of 
people living in the AONB.

DTP1: All Local Plan documents, neighbourhood planning, and planning decision-making processes should have  
regard to the statutory AONB Management Plan, and Position Statements, Landscape Strategies and Guidance issued 
by the Board, as well as the following criteria in determining the acceptability of a proposed development in the 
Cotswolds AONB. Development should:
• be compatible with the distinctive character of the location as described by the relevant landscape character 

assessment, strategy and guidelines;
• incorporate designs and landscaping consistent with the above, respecting the local settlement pattern and  

building style;
• be designed to respect local building styles and materials; 
• incorporate appropriate sustainability elements and designs;
• have regard to the impact on tranquillity, including dark skies;
• not have an adverse impact on local community amenities and services as well as access to these; 
• protect, and where possible enhance, landscape and biodiversity;
• be in accordance with a more sustainable pattern of development, reducing dependence on car travel.

DTP2: Only development meeting these criteria, which supports the local economy, improves access to local services 
and increases the opportunity for people to live and work in their local community will be promoted in Local Plans, 
unless required for some clearly identified national interest.

DTP3: The special qualities of the AONB are fully respected in the planning, design, provision and management of  
all types of transport57 and associated infrastructure to address road safety and congestion issues.

DTP4: Affordable housing is provided to meet identified local needs.

DTP5: The current level of local services and access to those services by all is maintained where possible to support 
sustainable communities.

DTP6: Issues of importance for the management of the AONB landscape are fully reflected in strategies and plans 
produced by other agencies.

DTP7: Opportunities are taken to promote walking, cycling and public transport, pilot innovative schemes and  
provide an alternative to private car use where possible. 

Policies

57. Transport includes walking, cycling and horse riding as well as road 
and rail transport.
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• National Planning Policies, Local plans/Core 
Strategies including the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) , neighbourhood planning, Local 
Transport Plans

• Position Statements and design guidance 
produced by the Board, agencies and local 
authorities

• Affordable housing programmes developed by 
local authorities, and social housing providers.

Delivery Mechanisms Monitoring indicator
Development
• Number  of affordable homes constructed/year
• Change in % of adopted Local Plans, Minerals 

Local Plans and Waste Local Plans with reference 
to AONB Management Plan in policy or 
supporting text

• Availability and scope of design guidance
• Change in % of settlements with Parish Plans, 

Neighbourhood Plans or Village Design schemes.

Tranquillity and Dark Skies
• Change in % of AONB recorded as ‘most tranquil’
• Change in % of AONB least affected by light 

pollution.
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