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1.0 Introduction 

Hatherley Park is a 3 hectares ornamental park, surrounded by 
large properties with generous sized gardens to many of them. 
In 1934, the council acquired 11 acres of Hatherley Court     
Estate. The ground work for the new recreation area was     
initiated in 1938 using out of work labourers who were         
recruited to dredge and reshape the pond, to level the playing 
field and to undertake the planting of flowers, an extensive 
shrubbery and an avenue of standard flowering trees along the 
path.  
The park was opened by the Mayor of Cheltenham on 29th 
April 1939. The ceremony was performed in front of a large  
invited audience. 
 
Two gated entrances, one on the northern section of the 
boundary and the second to the south. The park has railings 
around the entire boundary; many properties have added  
fencing to their boundary for privacy. 
 
The main path is lined with mature trees and is laid out in a 
figure of eight. 
This provides a circuit of the lake and pleasant views of     
Leckhampton Hill, part of the Cotswold Escarpment. In 2016 a 
300m section of self-binding gravel was constructed to          
increase the route around the park to include the open space 
area which became impassable during the winter months. 

 
 
The lake, formerly the fish pond for the Hatherley Court Estate, 
is approximately 60m x 20m with variable depths is lined with a 
number of mature trees. 
 
The small wildlife pond was constructed in summer 2005 with 
assistance from BTCV. An interpretation panel giving information 
on the habitat and species within the lake has also been added 
along with additional seating close by. 
 
The park houses a fenced play area for toddlers and infants with 
swings, slide and a train and house for imaginative play; two  
circular picnic benches provide a suitable picnic spot for families. 
A multi-activity unit for older children sits along with junior 
swings, a new large spinning disc selected through consultation 
with two local schools and local residents attending the parkôs 
80th anniversary celebrations, adjacent seating area and      
basketball hoop with more seating.  There is also a p®tanque 
court with benches and a new sign. A junior football pitch is 
marked out during the youth football season and is used       
regularly by Southside FC; the small changing pavilion with toilet 
and hot water is available when hiring the pitch. 

Photo 1.1 Cheltenhamôs largest poplar (Poplus nigra) Photo 1.2   Wildlife pond 
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Figure 1.1 ðLocation Plan 
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2.0 General information about the park 

2.1 Legal Issues 
 
Ownership 
Hatherley Park is owned by Cheltenham Borough Council and the 
legal boundaries are shown in figure 2.1 overleaf. The size of the 
park is approximately 3.0 hectares. Entrances to the park are 
from Bournside Road and Hatherley Court Road. 
 
Lease 

At the time of writing this document there are no leases in place 
for the pavilion although a verbal agreement has allowed the 

Friends of group to store tools and use toilet facilities during 
events and working parties, and it is also used by the Friends to 
enjoy refreshments after their working parties. 

The Butterfly Box has a temporary licence to operate a caf® in 
the park near the play area. The licence is due to expire in March 

2024, and a tender process is currently underway for the pitch. 

Landscape Maintenance - In 2012 the councilôs  
Environmental Maintenance section was transferred to a new 
company Ubico. Ubico is a local authority company owned by its 

shareholders Cotswold District Council, Cheltenham Borough 
Council, Forest of Dean District Council, Tewkesbury Borough 
Council, West Oxfordshire District Council, Stroud District  
Council, and provides these authorities with a range of services 
including waste collection, recycling, street cleansing and  
landscape maintenance of parks and open spaces including 
school fields. 

 
Byelaws - A copy of the byelaws for all of the parks in Chelten-
ham are available on request. 
 
Public Space Protection (Cheltenham) Order 2020 - In  
July 2020 new Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) were 
agreed by Borough Councillors. These orders include dog control 
and exclusion from play areas. These orders replaced a number 
of previous orders with regards to anti-social behaviour, alcohol 
consumption and dog control. The link is as follows:  
 

Link: Public Spaces Cheltenham Order 2020  
 

Photo 2.1 The Butterfly Box caf® 

Photo 2.2 A view of the lakeðJune 2023 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/file/6340/public_spaces_cheltenham_order_2017
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Figure 2.1ð Hatherley Park legal boundary with key features 

KEY 
 
1. Lake (front cover) 
2. Wildlife pond (photo 2.1) 
3. Play area (photo 3.8) 
4. P®tanque court 
5. Pavilion 
6. Path extension 
7. Wildflower meadow area 
8. Entrances 
9. Butterfly box cafe 
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2.2 Strategic Significance of Hatherley Park 

 
Cheltenham is a large Regency spa town in Gloucestershire with a 
population of 118,800 (Census 2021) located on the edge of the 
Cotswolds. Cheltenham is the home of the most prestigious race 
in the National Hunt racing calendar, the Gold Cup, the main 
event of the Cheltenham Festival in March. 
The town also hosts a number of cultural festivals featuring  
nationally and internationally famous contributors and attendees. 
The town is famous for its Regency Architecture and is said to be 
ñthe most complete regency town in Englandò, with many  
buildings listed. 
Hatherley Park is situated adjacent to the central conservation 
area of Cheltenham. It is one of the main formal parks within the 
town, providing recreation, sport, and play facilities. 

Joint Core Strategy 2011 ï 2031 (JCS)  
The JCS is a partnership between Gloucester City Council, 
Cheltenham Borough Council and Tewkesbury Borough Council 
supported by Gloucestershire County Council. 
Formally adopted by Cheltenham Borough Council on  
December 12th 2017 the strategy provides a co-  
development plan to show how Cheltenham and the other 
partnersô areas will develop during the period up to 2031. It 
means Cheltenham is well placed to ensure the provision of 
homes and jobs for local people up to 2031 while protecting 
the things that make Cheltenham an attractive place to live, 
work and visit. The strategy sets out the approach that the 
Councils will take: 
 
¶ To protect and enhance the natural and historic 
       environment. 
¶ Deal with climate change. 
¶ Set out policies for the location and timing of new 
       housing, employment development, key infrastructure,  
       community, leisure and tourism facilities.  
 

Para 2.9 of the Strategy states that ñCheltenham is 
characterised by its high-quality historic environment, set 
within a formal garden townscape and a wider open  
landscape defined by the Cotswolds AONB and the Green 
Belt.  
2.14 states that: ñRetail and Tourism will continue to make a 
major contribution to Cheltenhamôs economyò; and finally  
Policy INF4: Green Infrastructure states that: ñExisting green 
infrastructure will be protected in a manner that reflects its 
contribution to ecosystem services (including biodiversity, 
landscape/townscape quality, the historic environment, public 
access, recreation and play)ò  

The Cheltenham Plan (adopted July 2020)  
The Cheltenham Plan together with the 
JCS, the Gloucestershire Minerals and 
Waste Local plans and any          
neighbourhood plans made in the     
future comprise the  Statutory         
Development Plan for Cheltenham up 
to 2031. 
òThe development plan also sets out  
higher level objective and aspirations 
that aim to both conserve what is    
valued and cherished with Cheltenham 
and to encourage development in   
spatial and policy areas the council wishes to promote in 
the public interest.ò  
 
The following policies have specific relevance to Hatherley 
Park:  
Policy L1 Landscape and setting. 
Policy GI1 Local green space.  
Policy GI2 Protection and replacement of trees. 
 
Download: The Cheltenham Plan 

Download: Joint Core Strategy 2011ð2031 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/download/1155/the_cheltenham_plan/vmuserdata.cbc-local.cbc.gov.uk/user%20data/Stephen.Mason/My%20Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/9142/e1_-_gloucester_cheltenham_and_tewkesbury_joint_core_strategy_2011_-_2031.pdf/vmuserdata.cbc-local.cbc.gov.uk/user%20data/Stephen.Mason/My%20Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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Conservation Areas 
 
Cheltenham has a number of Conservation Areas, the largest of 
which is the Central Conservation Area which covers the whole of 
the Town Centre, an area of over 600 hectares. This Conservation 
Area is split into 19 areas, one of which is Dean Close & Hatherley 
Park. The key characteristics of Dean Close & Hatherley Park are 
described as of special because: 
 
1. The overall variety in age and style of residential properties 

adds historical and architectural interest to the area. 
 
2. The concentration of 1930s houses creates a strong,        

distinctive identity for the area surrounding Hatherley Park. 
 
3. Hatherley Park and Court Gardens provide important       

recreational spaces within the otherwise built-up area. The 
green space positively contributes to the character and     
appearance of the character area. 

 
4. Mature tree-lined streets greatly enhance the street scene 

within parts of the character area 
 
5. Dean Close School, which was opened in May 1886 as a   

memorial to Francis Close. The school consists of a series of 
large buildings set in significant grounds and playing fields.  

 
 
 
Dean Close and Hatherley Park covers a mixed area where a        
distinct shift in character is apparent moving through the area 
from east to west. The varying character includes the grand villas 
in large plots along the south side of Lansdown Road, the majority 
of which are part of Dean Close School; the Victorian red-brick 
school set in spacious playing fields; the distinctive Edwardian 
houses along Hatherley Road and Hatherley Park with its         
surrounding 1970s houses, which are individually contained in 
smaller plots and give this particular area a tighter urban grain.  
 

Extensive views of Leckhampton Hill are prevalent from 
Hatherley Park, over the roofs of houses on Bournside Road. 
Expansive views of the hill are also offered at various points 
along Hatherley Court Road where it closes the long vista 
down this road.  
 
 
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/file/3164/7-
dean_close_and_hatherley_park 
 
 

Figure 2.2 Central Conservation Area with Hatherley Park 
highlighted in blue. 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/file/3164/7-dean_close_and_hatherley_park
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/file/3164/7-dean_close_and_hatherley_park
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Green Space Strategy for Cheltenham 2009-2024 
 
In 2007 Community First Partnership were commissioned to 
map all green spaces within Cheltenham. The report published 
in 2008 detailed each green space in terms of primary purpose 
(typology), accessibility of the site (accessibility), and the sites 
significance (hierarchy). At the same time Middlemarch 
Environmental carried out a biodiversity audit of the green 
spaces within Cheltenham Borough. 
As a response to these reports a comprehensive strategy for 
the boroughôs green spaces was developed to protect, connect, 
and enhance the various elements of green space provision. 
This brought together overall management with strategic land 
management, sustainability, biodiversity, and resilience to 
climate change. 
 
These reports and strategies can be found on the councilôs 
website using the links below: 
 
Download: Green Space Audit 
Download: Biodiversity Audit 
Download: Green Space Strategy 
 
Hatherley Park is identified in the Strategy as having the       
primary purpose of a óPark and Gardenô which provides: 
ñAccessible, high quality opportunities for informal recreation 
and community eventsò. The park is multi-functional and 
includes semi-natural green spaces, urban woodland, green 
corridors, events facilities, outdoor sports facilities, and  
provision for young people.  
 
The Green Space Strategy set out the Councilôs vision of: 
 
 ñWorking together to ensure a comprehensive network of  
attractive, valued and well used, locally distinct green spaces, 
that are accessible, safe and welcoming, which meet the 
existing and future needs of the community, enhance 
biodiversity and are managed sustainably to reduce our impact 
on climate change.ò 

 
The relationship of Hatherley Park to other green spaces 
Figure 2.3 shows the relationship of Hatherley Park to        
Cheltenhamôs other parks and green spaces. The park is  
approximately 30 minutes walk to the south of the town    
centre. It is bounded on all sides by residential  housing. 

Photo 2.3 - View within Hatherley Park looking west 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/33/parks_and_open_spaces/612/parks_people_and_wildlife_-_a_green_space_strategy/6
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/33/parks_and_open_spaces/612/parks_people_and_wildlife_-_a_green_space_strategy/5
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/33/parks_and_open_spaces/612/parks_people_and_wildlife_-_a_green_space_strategy/4
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Figure 2.3ðHatherley Park location map and nearby parks 

KEY      Hatherley Park                     Local Parks and Green Spaces  


